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Introduction

This booklet outlines information which may be of interest to you as a candidate for the 2022 QEII 
National Trust election of directors. 

It has been prepared as a guide to assist prospective candidates with general information on the 
election. It should be used as a guide only, and should not be relied upon as absolute fact; it has been 
completed on a best endeavours basis. Candidates or other persons requiring more detailed information 
should contact the Returning Officer. 

electionz.com appointed as Returning 
Officer by QEII National Trust 

QEII National Trust has appointed electionz.com Ltd as 
the elections contractor for the 2022 Director elections.

Warwick Lampp has been appointed Returning Officer 
on behalf of electionz.com since 2013.  electionz.com is 
based in Christchurch, from where most of the election 
administration will be carried out. 

About electionz.com 

electionz.com Ltd provides public and private sector 
election services for many organisations including 
local government, energy trusts, producer boards, 
industry good organisations, associations, non-profit 
organisations and universities, throughout New Zealand. 

Role of Returning Officer 

The role of the Returning Officer is to conduct the 
election in accordance with the presiding rules set out 
in the QEII National Trust Rules, as well as in accordance 
with accepted good election management practices. 

The Returning Officer has complete and final control 
over how the election is carried out. The Returning 
Officer is contracted by QEII National Trust and is 
responsible to the Chief Executive, but does not take 
direction from the Chief Executive or the existing Board. 

The Returning Officer is responsible for all staff, systems, 
resources, policies, procedures and actions to ensure 
that the democratic process is carried out with utmost 
integrity, security and fairness for all parties. 

The Returning Officer’s decisions in respect to all 
matters pertaining to the election are final. 

Queries regarding the actions or performance of the 
Returning Officer for the QEII National Trust should be 
directed to Dan Coup, Chief Executive, QEII National 
Trust, 04 474 1683, dcoup@qeii.org.nz

The elections are being conducted by postal and 
internet voting with election closing day being Monday 
14 March 2022. 

The important dates for this election are:

Nominations open Tuesday 7 September 2021

Nominations close 12 noon, Friday 17 December 2021

Delivery of voter packs to members from Thursday 10 February 2022

Electronic/postal voting closes 12 noon, Monday 14 March 2022

Preliminary election result provided to QEII 2pm, Monday 14 March 2022

Final result Monday 21 March 2022
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Election details

Queen Elizabeth II National Trust is an independent 
statutory organisation and a registered charity. It was set 
up in 1977 to ‘encourage and promote, for the benefit of 
New Zealand, the provision, protection, preservation and 
enhancement of open space’.

Open Space (as described in the Queen Elizabeth 
II National Trust Act 1977) means any area of land or 
body of water that serves to preserve or to facilitate the 
preservation of any landscape of aesthetic, cultural, 
recreational, scenic, scientific or social interest or value.

The Board has the executive control and management 
of the affairs of the National Trust and is responsible for 
its administration.

The Board comprises six directors. The Minister of 
Conservation appoints four of them after nominations 
have been called from the public, having due regard to 
environmental and conservation values, the interests 
of rural landowners and the interests of the Māori 
community. QEII National Trust members elect the other 
two directors. The current Board comprises:

Appointed by the Minister of Conservation (varying 
terms):

• Chairperson, Bruce Wills, Hawke’s Bay - term expires 
30 June 2023

• Alan Livingston, Waikato - term expires 30 June 2023

• Karen Schumacher, Taranaki - term expires 30 June 
2023

• Neil Cullen, Otago - term expires 30 June 2023

Elected for a three-year term by members:

• Donna Field - Canterbury - term commenced 15 
March 2019 

• Graham Mourie – Porirua – term commenced 15 
March 2019 

Candidate eligibility

Only National Trust members (ie, a current honorary 
covenantor, Life member covenantor, or a financial 
member) or an officer of a Corporate Member of the 
National Trust may nominate, be nominated, and 
vote in the elections. Eligible National Trust members 
may put themselves forward for consideration, and 
do not need to provide a nominator.

Financial members

Financial memberships must be current at 23 
December 2021 and not expire before 31 March 2022 
to be eligible to nominate, be nominated, and vote. 
Renewal notices for most financial memberships will 
be sent out in January 2022. Candidates will need 
to ensure their membership is current to 31 March 
2022 to stand as a candidate and take part in the 
elections.
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Nomination papers 

Each nomination must be made on an official 
nomination paper which is available from the Returning 
Officer by: 

Phone: 0800 666 049

Email:  nominations@electionz.com 

A nomination form can also be downloaded from the 
QEII National Trust’s website (qeiinationaltrust.org.nz).

Completion of nomination paper 

• The candidate (nominee) must complete and sign 
the top section of the nomination form to indicate 
their consent to stand as a candidate for the QEII 
National Trust Director Election.

• Each nomination form must also be completed and 
signed by a nominator, who meets the eligibility 
criteria as a National Trust member. 

• If a candidate is commonly known in the community 
by a slightly different name (e.g. Edward Smith is 
commonly known as Ted Smith) and has been 
known by this name for at least the last six months, 
the commonly known name may appear on the 
voting documents. 

• Each candidate has the opportunity to provide a 
candidate profile statement (200 word limit) and a 
passport size photo with their nomination paper. 
These profiles will be published by the Returning 
Officer in a candidate sheet which will be distributed 
with the voting papers. Further details regarding 
profile statements and photos are provided in the 
next section. 

• Candidates are not permitted to use honours, official 
designations, ranks etc as part of their name on the 
voting paper, i.e. 

(a) An honour bestowed on a person by the 
Government such as a knighthood. For example, 
“Sir”, “Dame” which occur before a person’s first 
name and OBE which is placed after a person’s 
surname; 

(b) An official designation or appointment in the 
Government such as a Registrar-General, the 
Auditor- General, or a Registrar; 

(c) The holding of a rank in the New Zealand 
Defence Force, the New Zealand Police, the Fire 
Service or the judiciary. For example, Colonel, 
Sergeant, Private, Rating, Detective Inspector, 
Constable, Commander, Justice, Judge, or 
Master; 

(d) The use of official titles such as Dr or Professor. 

• The use of degrees or qualifications (BBS, BSc, B Ag 
Sci, Dip Tech etc) is also not permitted on the voting 
paper after a candidate’s name, however all of the 
above items may be included as part of the 200 
word candidate profile statement.

Nominations

Key Dates

A notice calling for nominations will be emailed in September, published in the November 2021 issue of 
Open Space and will be available on the QEII website at https://qeiinationaltrust.org.nz/elections/

Nominations open Tuesday 7 September 2021

Nominations close 12 noon, Friday 17 December 2021
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Lodgement of nomination papers 

Nominations close 12 noon, Friday 17 December 2021.  
Late nominations cannot be accepted. 

Nomination papers must be received in the hands of 
the Returning Officer, at the offices of electionz.com, 
3/3 Pukaki Road, Yaldhurst, Christchurch no later than 
the above time and date. 

Nomination papers should be scanned and emailed to 
the Returning Officer at nominations@electionz.com. 

Once lodged, nomination papers are checked to ensure 
the nominee and nominator are eligible and that all 
sections of the nomination paper have been completed 
correctly. 

Please lodge your nomination in a timely manner. The 
lodgement of nomination papers should not be left to 
the last minute. Should a nomination paper be lodged 
late on the day nominations close and be incorrectly 
completed, there may be insufficient time to correct the 
situation and the nomination paper could be invalidated. 

If you are unable to scan and email your nomination 
documents to us, please phone us on the election 
helpline, 0800 666 049, to discuss an alternate delivery 
method.

If there are any questions about the eligibility of the 
candidate, the candidate will be contacted by the 
Returning Officer. 

Confirmation of the accepted nomination will be 
emailed to each candidate as soon as eligibility of the 
candidate and acceptance of the nomination can be 
verified. 

Processes after the close of nominations 

Once nominations have closed, a list of all candidates 
will be posted on the QEII National Trust’s website 
(qeiinationaltrust.org.nz).  After the close of nominations, 
the Returning Officer will email each candidate a list 
of the confirmed candidates and provide additional 
information about the election process.
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Candidate profiles and photos 

QEII National Trust rules allow for candidate profiles to be provided by each candidate with the 
nomination paper. These are then collated by the Returning Officer and forwarded to electors with the 
voting papers if an election is required. 

Profile statements should be provided electronically by email, in a Microsoft Word document that has 
been spell checked. Please do not provide the profile as a pdf. If it is in a .pdf, this will require typing by 
the Returning Officer, when typographical errors could occur. It is the responsibility of the candidate to 
ensure that the profile is provided in electronic format. 

Photos must also be provided electronically (scanned as a .jpeg at 300 dpi and attached to an email). 
Hard copy photos will not be accepted. The photos may be formatted by the Returning Officer to ensure 
standardisation between candidates. 

Photos must be a head and shoulders shot of the candidate only, with no hats, sunglasses, pets or other 
people visible. 

Candidate profile statements 

Candidate profile statements must: 

• not exceed 200 words (excluding the candidate’s 
name); 

• be confined to information concerning the candidate, 
and the candidate’s policies and intentions if elected 
to the Board; 

• comply with any prescribed requirements i.e. be 
generated from a Microsoft Word document that is 
spell checked and word counted. 

If the Returning Officer is not satisfied that a candidate 
profile statement complies with the rules, the Returning 
Officer will, as soon as practicable, return the statement 
to the candidate and specify his/her concerns and the 
reasons therefore. The candidate will then have three 
(3) days to re-submit an amended candidate profile 
statement to the Returning Officer. 

The Returning Officer and QEII National Trust are not 
required to verify or investigate any information included 
in a candidate profile statement. The Returning Officer 
and QEII National Trust will take no responsibility for 
the accuracy of the content, however may suggest 
corrections to spelling or grammar if appropriate. 

A disclaimer concerning the accuracy of the information 
contained in the statements will be included on the 
profile statement sheet that accompanies the voting 
papers. 

Format of profiles 

The Returning Officer reserves the right to format any 
candidate’s profile in order to ensure that no greater 
prominence is given to one candidate over another. 

If there is no profile statement or photo from a 
candidate, then the following text will be printed in the 
profile booklet/sheet. 

‘No Profile Statement or Photo provided.’
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Directors’ requirements 

Directors’ skills

Directors should have some or all of the following skills: 

• Knowledge of agricultural production and private 
land management

• Knowledge of biodiversity and ecological values and 
conservation principles

• Experience in governance and strategic thinking and 
planning

• Experience in community projects and networks 
and the ability to represent the National Trust’s 
covenanting membership as a whole.

Rotation of Directors and term of office

The member-elected directors’ terms begin on 21 March 
2022. Elected members will serve a 3-year term from 
that date. Directors may serve a maximum of three 
terms (or 9 years).

Board meetings and expected time 
commitments

The National Trust’s Board of Directors usually meets 
five times a year for Board business. Board meetings 
are held in diverse locations around New Zealand. 
Board Directors may be required to fly to a location on 
the evening before the planned meeting day. Board 
business is usually completed within one day. Meetings 
are often followed by a field trip and/or covenantors’ 
event the following day to give Board members an 
opportunity to meet local covenantors and associates. 
Attendance at the covenantors’ events is at the 
Directors’ discretion. If appointed to a sub-committee of 
the Board, appointees may be required to attend further 
meetings for sub-committee business. 

Directors’ remuneration and expenses

Directors currently receive a daily fee of $215 plus 
reimbursement of costs relating to Board business.
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Campaigning and members’ register 

Campaigning guidelines 

• Election campaigning can commence at the opening 
of nominations or when a candidate declares their 
intention to stand but must cease by the close of 
voting on Monday 14 March 2022. 

• No election material may contain an imitation voting 
paper which has the names of the candidates with 
any direction or indication as to the candidate a 
person should vote for, or in any way contains such 
direction or indication likely to influence the voter. 

• Voting papers are not permitted to be collected 
from electors by candidates or their assistants. Each 
member is required to post or deliver their own 
voting paper to the Returning Officer. 

Candidates 

• Must act in good faith and in the best interests of 
QEII National Trust

• Must be respectful of other candidates and not make 
any statement relating to other candidates that are 
defamatory or that undermine the integrity of the 
election process

• Must focus on issues affecting QEII National Trust 
and the expertise and attributes that they will bring 
to a position on the Board

• Must not use any property or resources of QEII 
National Trust for campaigning purposes, including 
logos, branding, photos, images or other intellectual 
property

• May use letters, fliers, emails, radio, television, 
internet and printed media for campaigning 
purposes. 

To avoid any risk of embarrassment to the National 
Trust or the candidate, candidates are requested to 
submit any advertisements or campaign material to the 
National Trust for confirmation prior to use. Please allow 
up to one day for confirmation. 

Candidates must not ask employees or current Directors 
of the National Trust to assist or become involved in their 
election campaign. 
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Scrutineers and election results 

Scrutineers 

Scrutineers cannot be appointed for this election. 

The processing of the returned voting papers will be 
carried out on a progressive basis by electionz.com at its 
premises on 3/3 Pukaki Road, Yaldhurst, Christchurch. 

Election results 

The final election result will be provided to the QEII 
National Trust on Monday 21 March 2022. 

As soon as practicable following the receipt of the final 
result from the Returning Officer, the Chief Executive of 
QEII National Trust will notify the successful candidates 
that they are elected as Directors.

Elected Directors will be entitled to attend the first 
meeting of the Board convened after the election.  
The details of that meeting will be confirmed with the 
candidates by QEII National Trust.

The final results will be posted on the QEII National Trust 
website (qeiinationaltrust.org.nz) and published in the 
National Trust’s ‘Open Space’ magazine.



For assistance phone the
ELECTION HELPLINE 0800 666 049
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