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It also lifted up the land on 
which Lambton Quay is built.

At Ngatui, the hillside on the 
north bank of the river slumped 
over a distance of about 500 
metres, blocking the river for 
three days. Behind the hillocks 
of the huge earth movement, 
two small lakes formed, and 
seedlings began to colonise the 
bare ground.

The earthquake caused a 
large chasm to form, and the 
river filled this up. While the 
average depth of the lakes is 12 
metres, there is a hole in one 
place which is more than 45 
metres deep. “In 1953 when 1 
was about 13 years old my 
brother and I tried to find out 
how deep the lake was, but we

New Zealand’s strongest 
recorded earthquake measuring 
8.2 on the Richter scale, which 
occured in 1855 created one of 
the most beautiful areas in 
Wairarapa. Now covered with a 
recently registered open space 
covenant, the Hidden Lakes, 
part of Brian Abrahams farm 
Ngatui, were formed when the 
Ruamahanga River was 

■ dammed.
Brian farms 13 kilometres 

north of Masterton, on the left 
bank of the Ruamahanga River, 
just below the main highway 
bridge. The same earthquake 
almost destroyed Wellington 

j|§ also and caused a great deal of 
■ devastation in the Wairarapa 

and throughout the Rimutakas.
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ran out of line at 45 metres,” 
Brian recalls.

October when the kowhai is in 
flower and when they attract the 
tuis.”

Mauriceville road at 
Kopuaranga, 14 kilometres 
north of Masterton, first call 
Brian Abraham on 06 372 5829 
for permission. Alternatively, 
contact Tourism Wairarapa. 
There is a cover charge of $3 for 
adults and 50 cents for children.

By John Kirby and Marie Taylor

He says many people lost 
their lives in the flash flood 
when the Ruamahanga River 
burst through the dam. At the 
time of the earthquake a Maori 
lookout for the local Tirohangi 
Pa was sited near the lakes. An 
estimated 2000 people were 
living in the district, but most 
moved to the south or east of 
Wairarapa as a result of the 
quake.

For three or four weekends 
every spring the lakes are at 
their most interesting, Brian 
says. “And now the lakes are 
open all year round. We have 
developed a hill walk which 
takes people on a hill climb, and 
they go to the best vantage point 
on the farm to look over the 
lakes and native bush and a 
wide vista which shows the 
effect of the earthquake. Then 
they walk down to the bush, and 
around the lake.”

Two years ago Brian kept a 
record of the numbers visiting 
and found that more than 1000 
came through in a season. This 
year he expects double that 
number.

As well there is a small 
outdoor pursuits area recently 
developed. It’s very popular with 
schools, and includes an 
abseiling wall built up a beech 
tree, a small flying fox and a 
high ropes course. Apart from 
this, no further building will be 
done in the covenant area.

Brian says he decided to 
approach the National Trust 
after a visit from some Waikanae 
Forest and Birders. “One took 
me aside, and said: Young man, 
what are you doing about bush 
regeneration and preservation 
for the future? So I stopped in 
my tracks, and the only way I 
could fence it was with the help 
of the National Trust. It was the 
best thing we could do, and it 
has helped stop erosion on the 
steep land as well.”

“It’s generally well sheltered, 
and I think people do enjoy the 
peaceful setting and the native 
bush around it.”

The Forest Heritage Fund 
helped out with this attractive 
covenant.

To gain access to the 
covenant, which is on the

‘

Obituary

Hon L W Gandar 
Second Trust 
Chairman 
1983-1987

The whole area has stabilised 
in the past 140 years apart from 
when the Dannevirke-Weber 
earthquake a few years ago 
caused cracking and slips.

This section of the farm, 
known as the Hidden Lakes, 
today is a flourishing parkland, 
populated in the last 140 years 
by many kowhai, titoki, matai, 
totara and hinau. The main lake, 
also known as Bruce’s Lake 
(after a European pioneer of the 
area) and occasionally 
Bottomless Lake, is two hectares 
in area, while the smaller is less 
than half the size.

The lakes are a favourite 
breeding area for mallard and 
grey teal, and Canada geese can 
be seen on them. In spring the 
kowhai are full of tui, and 
parakeets and pigeons are also 
regular visitors to the 25 
hectares of lakes and bush.

The National Trust was 
saddened to learn of the 
death of Hon L W (Leslie) 
Gandar just before 
Christmas.

Mr Gandar was the 
second Chairman of the 
National Trust and 
presided over a period of 
rapid expansion of Trust 
activities, including:

• an increase in the 
number of active covenants 
from 120 to 520

• establishment of the 
School Covenant Project

• fostering of closer 
links with overseas 
National Trusts and 
especially the Victorian 
Conservation Trust

• closer links with 
Maoridom built on Mr 
Gandar’s own knowledge of 
Maori culture and 
language.

Mr Gandar was very 
active in, and committed 
to, the National Trust in 
time and enthusiasm and 
had a genuine concern for 
the well-being of all staff.

The National Trust 
extends sincerest 
sympathies to Mrs Gandar 
and the family.

The Abrahams’ 25 hectare 
lake and forest remnant 
covenant also attracts many 
tourists, students and school 
parties, both for recreation and 
scientific research. “We’ve 
always had a number of visitors 
who have come out of curiousity 
because they have heard of the 
lakes or because they were 
Victoria University students 
brought here by keen professors. 
But six years ago Tourism 
Wairarapa encouraged us to 
open the lakes up, in particular 
from mid September to mid
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species of native plants, some of 
them rare to the area.

The bush is a most 
significant habitat for wildlife, 
with birdlife present including 
fantail, grey warbler, kereru, 
silvereye, tui, ruru, pukeko, 
kaka and New Zealand pipit.

Arthur and Val Dunn are 
keen conservationists. In 1981, 
they gifted nine hectares of bush 
at the southeast corner of their 
farm to the Crown. This is now 
a Crown scenic reserve known 
as Remigers Bush, which is 
administered by the Department 
of Conservation. The gift of 
Dunn’s Bush to the Trust arose 
from their decision to conclude 
involvement with farming, and a 
move away from the district.

The strategic lookout at the 
tip of the headland is recorded 
as being the site of a Maori pa. 
The area was once locally 
known as Garden Point, and the 
Blackwell family established 
onion gardens on the headland 
in the early days of European 
settlement. The soil type was 
excellent for growing onions, 
and they were sold in Auckland.

There is little evidence 
remaining of the early gardens, 
apart from some old 
macrocarpas. Mara is Maori for 
garden.

Recent Gifts to the 

National Trust
By John Bishop, Trust 
Estate Manager

The National Trust has been 
privileged to be the recipient of 
a number of gifts of property in 
recent times. While it does not 
actively seek to increase its 
property portfolio, the Trust is 
indebted to the donors for 
gifting these important areas for 
the benefit and enjoyment of the 
people of New Zealand. The 
following articles give a pen 
picture of each of the recently 
lifted properties.

Dunn’s Bush
Perhaps the most valuable 

area of podocarp-taraire forest 
situated near Puhoi, north of 
Auckland, has been gifted to the 
Trust by Arthur and Val Dunn. 
The land is also protected by 
two open space covenants, the 
second of which was the 500th 
registered National Trust 
covenant.

Dunn’s Bush is five 
kilometres northwest of Puhoi 
Village, on the southern side of 
he Puhoi-Ahuroa Road. Several 
ributaries of the Puhoi River 

flow through the forest. The 
total area of the property is 
89.95 hectares.

One valley of Dunn’s Bush 
has never been milled. The 
western part comprises one of 
the largest and best lowland 
taraire forests in the district.
The eastern area is lowland 
mosaic forest with emergent 
rimu and rata over 
predominantly taraire canopy. 
Upper areas of the block contain 
forest which is dominated by 
podocarp (especially totara). A 
survey of the block in 1988 by 
members of the Auckland 
Botanical Society recorded 149

Mara Point
The headland known as Mara 

Point, which is a dominant 
feature on the approach to Great 
Barrier Island’s Tryphena 
Harbour, has been gifted to the 
Trust by long-time island 
resident Bob Harrison.

With a very high landscape 
value, the 6.35 hectare headland 
has vegetation varying from 
open grassland to manuka- 
dominant regenerating scrub, to 
a mature mixed coastal forest 
featuring mature pohutukawa, 
kohekohe and kowhai.

Great Barrier Island, in the 
Hauraki Gulf, is the largest 
island off the coast of the North 
Island, and is a popular 
destination for visitors.
Tryphena is one of the main 
settlements on the south coast, 
and the harbour a favoured 
shelter for yachts.

The Tryphena light is located 
on the northwest tip of the 
headland. On the seaward side, 
the headland rises from a 
spectacular rocky foreshore to a 
ridge running approximately 
southeast-northwest.

Bob Harrison (centre) being presented 
with a citation to mark his gift of land 
to the Trust by Estate Manager, John 
Bishop (right) with Auckland Regional 
Rep, Walter Willis.

Parkinson Bush
Malcolm Parkinson has 

gifted two Maratoto Valley 
properties to the Trust. These 
are six kilometres north of 
Paeroa on the western side of 
the Coromandel Peninsula. The 
two parcels are now collectively 
known as Parkinson Bush, and 
total 430 hectares.

One parcel is to the north of 
Maratoto Road, and the other to 
the south. They are referred to 
respectively as the Coromandel 
Block and the Ohinemuri Block 
for management purposes.
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protection of open space values 
within the Maratoto Valley.

A prime management focus 
will be fostering regeneration of 
the diversity and structure of the 
podocarp-dominant ecosystem 
which was present prior to 
human intervention. Natural 
regeneration will be encouraged, 
with some assistance being 
given through the planting 
of species sourced from 
within the Tairua Ecological 
District.

The land was acquired by Mr 
Parkinson in the early 1960s, 
and was allowed to continue to 
regenerate because of Mr 
Parkinson’s desire to see the 
natural forest cover preserved in 
perpetuity. Open space 
covenant agreements have been 
registered against the titles since 
the mid 1980s.

Both blocks adjoin the 
Coromandel Forest Park and 
therefore contain like vegetation 
- predominantly lowland tawa 
forest with emergent podocarps 
and rata. The Maratoto area 
within the Forest Park is rated 
as outstanding wildlife habitat 
due to the presence of 
endangered North Island 
kokako, threatened North Island 
brown kiwi, North Island 
fernbird, long-tailed bats, North 
Island kaka and Hochstetter’s 
and Archey’s frogs.

The Trust has an 
arrangement with the 
Department of Conservation to 
undertake day to day 
management oversight of the 
properties.

The two blocks make a 
significant contribution to the

Te Moata
Located on Paul Road, some 

six kilometres north of Tairua 
township on the east coast of the 
Coromandel Peninsula, the 
property known as Te Moata has 
been gifted to the Trust by Tim 
Wyn-Harris.

The property is 344 hectares, 
with a vegetation cover of 
regenerating scrubland with 
several large stands of kauri and 
many pockets of rimu, tanekaha 
and kahikatea. Lowland forests 
in this district such as on Te 
Moata were noted for their 
abundant and large kauri, and 
were consequently heavily 
logged from 1860 until the early 
20th century.

The property was acquired 
by Mr Wyn-Harris in 1986, with 
the objective of turning the 
block into a sanctuary and to 
encourage the regeneration of 
the forest thereon. An open 
space covenant is registered 
against the land title.

Many hundreds of people 
visit the property each year to 
take advantage of the facilities 
present which enable visitors to 
retreat for silent reflection.
The buildings constructed on 
the property by Mr Wyn-Harris 
were built specifically for this 
purpose. He continues to live 
at Te Moata in a custodial role 
for the National Trust, and 
to co-ordinate use of the 
facilities for their intended 
purpose.

Any reader interested in 
visiting or staying at Te Moata 
should contact Tim Wyn-Harris, 
Te Moata, Box 100, Tairua, or 
telephone 07 868 8798.

Forest and Bird Takes 

on Dannevirke 

Covenant

Dannevirke’s Forest and Bird 
branch has taken up the 
challenge of revegetating the 
Massie covenant at Maunga 
Road, just a few kilometres 
northeast of Dannevirke.

Originally begun by Rod 
Milligan, the small covenant 
contains mature totara, tawa, 
titoki, matai, maire, lacebark, 
five-finger and a rather rare, 
large specimen of pokaka.

Many of the plants going in 
to the Massie covenant were 
grown by David Druce.

Pictured during a recent field trip to the covenant, where members released some of 
the plants they’d put in previously, are from left to right: Rod and Margaret 
Milligan, Maureen and Dave Turner, Gina Fermor (branch treasurer), Leonie 
Sisson, Bev Halliday and Russell Burn (secretary). In the foreground are 
chairwoman Pat Menzies, and Josephine and David Druce. Josephine gifted a 
property, Durslade, near Woodville, to the National Trust, while David has a major 
covenant at Kumeroa. (Photo: Marie Taylor)
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Tips and Techniques "aJ
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for forest Management and Restoration 

Possum Control

(Part II)

Zealand in about 1840 and since 
then have multiplied to reach a 
population of an estimated 70 
million.

Possums are a significant 
native forest areas. They are

seem to prefer the forest canopy,
^ cause considerable damage to tn 

shrubs and seedlings in regener;; 
forest.

Possums frequently alter the 
composition of forest by heavily 
browsing certain species. Many 
the tree species favoured by possums
are important food sources for native birds. They also eat flowers and fruit of many species thus 
reducing food available for birds. There is also increasing evidence of the predation of the young 
of native birds from the nest by possums. Possums are nocturnal animals feeding at night and 
sleeping in nests or dens during the day. They come out of their dens around dusk and return just 
before dawn. They are tree dwellers but move across open country and often follow the same 
track regularly.

Possums are also a threat to New Zealand agriculture as they can carry bovine tuberculosis. 
While it is arguably impossible to totally exterminate possums in New Zealand, planned 

control can reduce local populations to less damaging levels.

Control by Trapping
Types of traps suitable for possums include:

Live traps 
Kill traps

• Tip traps
• Jaw traps.

:

“ !(i) Live Traps
Live traps catch the possum live and it must then be killed by some other means (eg. shooting, 

drowning, poisoning by car exhaust, etc.). Common box traps are made of steel mesh and have a 
trap door that is activated when the animal takes the bait. Suitable bait includes apples, kiwifruit, 
citrus fruits, bread and jam or dates. Do not use a bait that is common in the vicinity as the 
possums will have little interest in it. For example, if apple trees are nearby do not use apple as 
bait. Live traps have the advantage that non-target animals such as pets or ground birds 
accidentally caught can be released unharmed.

It is important to site these traps beside the seedlings or trees being damaged or beside a 
possum pad, with the door facing the direction from which the possum approaches. If you site
the trap so close to a tree that a possum can climb down on top of it, it may trigger the door and 
deactivate the trap. Possums are wary of traps set at new sites. Secure the door open for the first 
four days and sprinkle bait in the trap. Set the trap after this bait has been taken.
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(ii) Kill Traps
A kill trap catches and kills a possum by quickly breaking its neck or cutting off blood supply 

to the brain. The Timms trap is most effective. It is a small box made of heavy duty yellow 
plastic. It is easy to set and if baited with fruit w'ith a few drops of cinnamon, there is little risk to 
domestic animals. Bait should be fresh and firm and changed every tw'o days.

Kill traps can be set on level ground or on a limb of a tree just beyond the fork. Domestic cats 
appear to be deterred from putting their heads inside by the narrow opening of the Timms trap.

(iii) Tip Traps
A tip trap is essentially a tunnel open at one end with bait at the other. The floor of the tunnel 

is fixed at the open end and is designed to tip open when the possum has entered to reach the 
bait. When placed on a drum of water, the possum falls into the water and drowns. The trap floor 
then returns to its original position and the trap is again set.

A piece of wood inclined from the ground to the open end of the trap acts as a walkway for the 
possums.

(iv) Jaw or Gin Traps
The use of jaw traps is not recommended as there is a risk of trapping domestic animals or 

ground dwelling birds, for instance kiwi. Other methods provide better alternatives to jaw traps.

i
*
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A possum caught in a Timms 
Trap (Photo: Bruce Treeby).

the leaves and nectar in the 
flowers. Our neighbours have 
also started similar plantings.

Kereru Protection

Control of Predators and the Benefits

The ProblemGordon Stephenson, ‘Waotu’, R D 1, Putaruru
Deputy Chairman, QEII National Trust 1978 - 1988, Covenantor However, when numbers of 

kereru fell to 13, we began to 
look for causes. One obvious 
one was possums which 
compete for their food and also 
predate the nests. We had 
previously had a rather casual 
possum-control programme, so 
we decided to step up the 
control.

We also felt rats were part of 
the problem. Several 
observations in trials around the 
country have highlighted the

This article first appeared in the NZ Tree Grower, November 1994.

m We have a flock of kereru have a sort of possessiveness 
and guardianship for them in 
our district, as they fly from one 
patch of bush to another.

For several years, we have 
tried to ensure a plentiful winter 
food supply for them by 
planting tagasaste (tree lucerne).

m (native pigeons) in our district. 
Ten years ago they numbered 
23, but by June 1993 this had 
fallen to 13. These magnificent 
birds, almost an emblem of 
many forest types, hang on trees 
as tame as pets within metres of

&

$

■

*» our house. While of course they They flock on these trees from 
belong to themselves, we do June to September, gorging on
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extreme danger posed by rats, 
which climb right up to the 
nests and take eggs and young 
chicks. Control of rats and 
possum by DOC at Mapara 
(south of Te Kuiti) has led to 
successful breeding by kokako 
and kereru. Mustelids 
(especially weasels) and 
magpies are also predators.

December we only baited once a 
month or if we heard a possum. 
The programme ran from 
August through January. We 
knew it was working because 
not even lemons in the garden 
were touched.

Predator Control - Rats
The rat bait stations were 

laid every 50 metres through the 
bush along a marked route, 
which is now a delightful 
evening walk. The bait was the 
usual Talon 50 WB or 20 P 
“eggs”. The stations need 
recharging every seven days as 
rats die quicker than the 
possum. As with the possum, 
all bait was taken early on, but 
steadily less and less went until 
by January only a handful of the 
50 stations needed recharging. 
Although we stopped at the end 
of January, we suspect it might 
pay to keep both the rat and 
possum programme going 
another month.

Predator Control - 
Possums

So in August 1993 we swung 
into action, and undertook 
possum and rat control in a 4 ha 
and a 6 ha block of bush.
Possum bait stations were set up 

^n fence posts at the edge of 
'®Kich block, at no more than 

150m apart (about one station 
per 2.2 ha). We loaded each one 
with about one litre of Talon 
possum bait (made by ICI, 
about $50 per 10 kg). The bait 
has to be replenished not more 
frequently than once a fortnight. 
A possum will take a lethal dose 
(about one teacup) of pellets 
and will take about 10 days to 
die of haemorrhage, and 
additional intake during that 
time is just wasteful.

When we began, we were 
taken aback by how much bait 

^fcvas taken, but as the weeks 
'^^)assed and the possums died, 

less and less was needed. By

A rat bait station pegged down with 
simple wire hoops. Keep the centre 
slightly high to keep the bait dry. A 
Talon rat poison “egg” is being loaded.

What surprised us was the 
new regeneration in the bush. 
Not only did the regrowth of 
trees look healthier; the 
germination of seedlings was 
prolific. Obviously, the rats had 
been feasting on the fallen seeds.

This year (1994) we are also 
tackling the magpies, using 
alpha chloralose, which we got 
through the Regional Pest 
Control Officer. When we can 
get some Fenn traps we may 
also try to get the weasels.

The Results
The programme worked 

because in July 1994 we counted 
at least 18 kereru. To have that 
number of kereru flocking 
around you as you walk through 
the garden is an amazing 
experience.

You Can Do It
Our experience shows that 

predator control is a realistic 
proposition in the on-farm 
situation with small or medium
sized areas of bush. It was all a 
do-it-yourself job, as can be seen 
from the photos. The possum 
bait stations cost about $10 each 
and the rat stations were quite 
cheaply made from 65mm 
Novaflow. The bait for possum 
and rats came to about $15 - 
$20 per ha, but this will vary 
according to how bad the pest 
problem is. Buy the rat poison 
in the 12.5kg pack. It is cheaper 
that way, and we only needed 
about 4kg over a season. The 
rewards, however, vastly 
exceeded the costs.

The possum bait station which costs about $10 and is loaded with about one litre of 
Talon possum bait.
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Bickers Covenant
Started by Des Bickers’ father 

Charlie, this five hectare 
covenant at Tokatoka, Ruawai, 
covers a prominent bush-clad 
hill with considerable historical 
interest. It has a fine bush 
covering of kauri, totara, taraire, 
rimu, rewarewa, and 
lancewoods.

There is marked evidence of 
Maori fortifications and 
habitation, and it is a very good 
wildlife habitat. Des Bickers says 
the hill, at 120 metres, has three 
large terraces on the most gently 
sloping side. “You can see where 
the pa site was, and the terraces 
and pits. It would have been a 
job to climb up the terraces.” ^

“It’s a very interesting site, 
and you can see it from the 
Ruawai Flats.” Charlie Bickers 
died before the covenant was 
completed, but Des says it was 
his father’s pride and joy to have 
the hill protected.

The covenant protects both 
the archaeological values and 
the native bush, and it is only 
two kilometres away from the 
Tokatoka Scenic Reserve. Other 
covenants nearby include the 
Dreadon covenant and the 
Parker covenant.

The Forest Heritage Fund 
gave funding assistance to this 
covenant.

Open Space Covenants
As at 10 February 1995, there were 826 registered covenants 
totalling 28,529 hectares with a further 380 areas totalling 
43,400 hectares approved and proceeding towards registration.

The breakdown by Land District (which differs from our 
Regional Representatives’ boundaries) is as follows:

REGISTERED OPEN SPACE COVENANTS AS AT 10/2/95

TOTAL NO.LAND DISTRICT AREA PROTECTED
(HA)

North Auckland
South Auckland
Gisborne
Hawkes Bay
Taranaki
Wellington
Marlborough
Nelson
Westland
Canterbury
Otago
Southland

163 3,190
5,967
1,641
1,026
1,431
8,126

203
38
30
48

136
3 159

44 1,261
2 10

64 2,121
2,159
1,435

31
64

826 28,526

RECENTLY REGISTERED COVENANTS
remnant of genuine mature 
coastal bush, and is valuable as a 
bird corridor. The Forest 
Heritage Fund helped fund this 
covenant. The Geoventures 
covenant is close to the Smith 
and Phyn covenants, but these 
do not contain the same type of 
rare coastal vegetation.

Northland

Geoventures Exploration 
Ltd Covenant

A spectacular and highly 
visible open space covenant has 
been registered by Duncan and 
Marie Dow at the outer northern 
head of Whangarei Harbour.
The covenant is at Bream Tail 
between Whangarei and 
Mangawhai and covers a 10.5 
hectare forest remnant. The 
covenant is coastal bush which 
follows the line of the cliffs. It’s 
made up of puriri, kowhai, 
pohutukawa, nikau, karaka and 
kahikatea. Rare coastal maire is 
present, as well as tawapou.
The bush has been protected 
from stock damage since the 
mid 1980s, and is in good heart 
says Regional Rep Fenton 
Hamlin.

It’s an important covenant 
because it protects a rare Bickers Covenant
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Auckland
Gibson Smith Covenant

On Hepburn Creek Road 
near Warkworth, Norval and 
Margaret Gibson Smith have 
protected two forest remnants 
totalling 2.7 hectares. The 
valley they live in runs from 
Kauri Park eastward to 
Mahurangi Harbour. Between 
the covenant and the harbour is 
an almost continuous strip of 
native bush, and the covenant 
helps preserve and enhance this 
flight corridor says Regional Rep 
Walter Willis.

The first block is a bush area 
along the northside of a stream,

The Conlon wetland and lake Covenant

“I have undertaken to spend 
the rest of my life helping nature 
to get it back into native bush.
It’s covered in kikuyu and very 
difficult to deal with for 
revegetation. Forest and Bird 
have helped, and this year we 
may get help from school groups 
in conjunction with an 
Auckland Rotary club sponsored 
project.”

“Rotary funds pay for mini 
shade houses and propagating 
units at schools, and the school 
children grow native seedlings 
and with the help of the 
Auckland Regional Council soil 
conservation staff they have 
tried to find areas that would 
benefit from revegetation.”

“Staff looked at our area and 
hope to send school parties out 
this winter.”

In the future the Gibson 
Smiths hope their bush will be 
joined up with tracks from 
Kauri Park, and interpretation 
panels on revegetation can be 
set up to show people how the 
project progressed.

Conlon Covenant
This 13.4 hectare forest 

remnant and wetland is the first 
registered Trust covenant on 
Waiheke Island. Owned by the 
EC. Conlon Family Trust, the 
covenant takes in a four hectare 
bush block which was recently

fenced, a small wetland and lake 
near the foreshore, and a 
revegetation block. It’s a steep 
hill property overlooking 
Waiheke Channel, which 
separates Waiheke Island from 
Ponui Island.

The bush includes rewarewa, 
totara, puriri, rimu, mapou, 
taraire, nikau and ponga, with a 
few small, and one large kauri.

The covenant is very visible 
from the Channel and from the 
Orapiu and Cowes Bay Roads. 
The Forest Heritage Fund 
assisted with survey and legal 
costs.

Apd it contains predominantly 
Kauri, tanekaha, taraire, puriri,
totara, rimu and kahikatea. The 
second area is a regeneration 
block which runs from above 
the first block to the edge of 
Kauri Park reserve. This 
covenant was completed with 
the help of Lottery Grants Board 
funding.

“The reason we bought the 
land in the late 70s when we 
were living in Auckland was 
there was increasing concern 
that the bush remnants on the 
outskirts of Auckland were 
rapidly disappearing. We were 

Atoking for peace at the 
weekends, and our street in 
Auckland was getting built up,” 
Mr Gibson Smith says.

“As soon as we could afford 
it we fenced off the bush. We 
had been growing seedlings in 
our backyard in Auckland. It 
was a mini-native nursery, with 
black planter bags everywhere.”

The gaps between fences and 
bush were filled in straight away 
in a great splurge of planting, he 
says. “Our bush stops 100 
metres short of the Kauri Park 
and we felt it would be 
wonderful to revegetate the area 
along each side of the creek 
flowing between our bush and 
the Park.”

Manaia Properties 
Covenant

Manaia Properties has a 
newly registered covenant 
protecting 25.2 hectares of forest 
remnant on its Glorit, Kaipara 
Harbour sheep and dry stock 
farm.

The attractive covenant is on 
a prominent south-facing 
hillside, and made up of 
regenerating coastal forest with 
many kauri rikkers, tanekaha, 
totara, puriri, rimu, 
pohutukawa, lancewood, 
rewarewa, miro, putaputaweta, 
as well as manuka and kanuka 
present.

The Forest Heritage Fund 
assisted with this covenant.
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Thomas Covenant It’s a rolling, rocky and 
rugged covenant over a 
prominent headland, says 
Regional Rep Stephen Parr. 
“There are hidden valleys and 
patches of pohutukawa.”

The covenant protects the 
landscape and a coastal forest 
type now uncommon in the 
area, and it also stops the land 
from being subdivided for 
housing.

A popular walking track goes 
through the property from 
Simpson’s beach around to 
Whauwhau Beach.

The Wells covenant is a 
natural extension to the 
neighbouring Simpson covenant 
and is a very prominent feature 
of Wharekaho Bay, and can be 
seen from Whitianga and 
throughout Mercury Bay. The 
coastal forest includes 
pohutukawa, puriri, tawa, 
karaka, kohekohe, hinau, 
rewarewa, ngaio, kamahi and 
tawhero. The Forest Heritage 
Fund helped finance this 
magnificent covenant.

A deep bush-clad gully with 
a stream flowing through it, and 
a natural spring have been 
protected by lan and Kay 
Thomas of Wymer Road, not far 
north of Glenbrook. The
covenant, which is almost a 
hectare in size, is predominantly 
titoki, rewarewa, kahikatea, 
karaka, mapou, taraire and 
puriri.

There’s a good diversity of 
species in the covenant, which 
forms part of a larger area of 
bush extending over 
neighbouring properties to the 
north and south.

Large kauri, Wallace Covenant

state with good populations of 
blechnum and asplenium ferns.^ 

Mr Banks was also a major 
contributor to the fencing, with 
other contributions from the 
Royal Forest and Bird Protection 
Society of Waikato which gave 
$1500, the Wallaces, and the 
Forest Heritage Fund.

Williamson Covenant
At the western end of Griggs 

Road, two kilometres west of 
Whitford, Derek and Isabelle 
Williamson have protected an 
eight hectare forest remnant. It’s 
an irregular shaped area of bush, 
lying mainly on the north side of 
a stream valley, with many 
emergent rimu, kahikatea, 
totara, taraire and rewarewa.
It forms part of a wildlife 

corridor in a semi-urban area 
between the upper reaches of 
the Maungmaungaroa and 
Turanga Creeks, and it’s a 
kilometre west of the Oates 
covenant and is adjacent to the 
Bell covenant.

Auckland University botany 
students have listed all the bush 
species which also include 
mangeao, kaikomako, toro, pate, 
karaka and turepo.

Linton Covenant
The Linton covenant at 

Rangiuru Road, Te Puke started 
out in a small way to protect 
four small visible areas on flat 
land says Trust Field Manager 
Philip Lissaman. But now the 
Linton brothers, Murray and A 
Simon have protected eight 
different forest remnant areas 
with this covenant, which totals 
117.5 hectares.

Later, the larger areas were 
approved when much of the 
fencing had been done by the 
Lintons with the assistance of 
the former Bay of Plenty 
Catchment Commission. The 
Forest Heritage Fund 
contributed about 10% to the 
total cost.

Most of the covenant (more 
than 100 hectares) is steepland 
podocarp and broadleaf forest 
along the Mangorewa River and 
Otamamariri Stream; important 
as wildlife corridors as lowland

Wallace Covenant
Ancient kauri trees are a 

feature of Yvonne and David 
Wallace’s 41 hectare forest 
remnant, which is newly 
covenanted at McBeth Road, just 
north of Whangamata Beach on 
the Coromandel Peninsula.

Initiated by Alan Banks of 
Taupo, who made the covenant 
a condition of the sale of the 
property, the covenant covers 
old podocarp, kauri and tawa 
forest on level ground. Steeper 
country with secondary forest of 
kanuka, mahoe, rewarewa, tawa, 
towai, rimu, pukatea, mamaku 
and silver fern is also included.
A feature of the forest on the 
level ground are four tall kauri, 
several very old rata and some 
tall rimu which have 
surprisingly not been milled.
The undergrowth is in a healthy

Bay of Plenty

Wells Covenant
Ren Wells and his sister, 

Janet Adams have a new 
covenant over the whole of their 
185 hectare property at 
Wharekaho Bay in the 
Coromandel Peninsula.
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well-built engineering features 
such as a flying fox, and an 
observation tree house which 
can hold up to 10 people. The 
Hintzs have carried out a great 
deal of revegetation work in the 
covenant, as well as paying for 
the fencing of the bush. 
Educational and wildlife values 
in this covenant are high.

extensions from the hinterland, 
and for soil and water 
conservation. This is very steep 
land down to the river, which is 
deep and fast-flowing. “The 
bush is predominantly tawa and 
rewarewa, and unfortunately a 
lot of the rimu were taken out 
years ago,” Murray Linton says.

He runs the 140 hectare 
dairy farm on the block, while 
Simon runs a 225 hectare sheep 
and beef farm on the higher 
land. Altogether they did about 
15km of fencing on the farm to 
fence off the bush, and this has 
improved stock management 
and made it much easier to 
farm.

The small areas on the flats 
are more important scenically 
and for wildlife - being quite 
different forest types. The 
remnants here contain tawa, 
mangeao, pigeonwood and 
kohekohe forest.

While fencing, they planted 
pines in the spaces between the 
bush and fencelines. “It was a 
regional council idea (which the 
National Trust also supports) so 
that in 25 or 30 years when the 
fences need to be taken out and 
redone, the pines will easily pay 
for the fences, and they also give 

^rrotection to the bush in the 
^meantime," Murray says.

Two years ago the regional 
council trapped 4500 possums 
in the bush block, and the 
council is about to start the 
process again. “It was quite a 
clean-up.” Murray expects 
about 2000 possums to be taken 
out this time.

rewarewa, kanuka, tawa and 
kohekohe, and there is an 
abundance of king fern.

All the understorey 
extending nearly to the top of 
the escarpment is predominantly 
king fern, and is one of the best 
areas of this plant the Trust has 
seen. The covenant protects the 
catchment area, prevents 
clearing and protects the 
endangered flora.

It’s a valuable forest covenant 
in an area with few reserves.

Henry Pullar Ford 
Covenant

This covenant, on Highlands 
Station, Highlands Road near 
Rotorua, is a memorial to Henry 
Pullar Ford who lived from 1878 
to 1969. The Ford family has 
had an enormous input into 
fencing the five forest remnants 
in this 142 hectare covenant on 
Highlands Station. The local 
catchment authority also helped 
with early fencing of the bush.

The bush is said to be the 
closest significant block of bush 
to survive Mt Tarawera’s last 
eruption. However, the species 
range is limited, and the canopy 
is mainly tawa and rewarewa. 
Pukatea, mangeao and 
pigeonwood are also present.

Visible from the Rotorua to 
Taupo highway, the covenant 
has high landscape, ecological, 
wildlife and geological values.

Allen Ford records that in 
making this covenant of native

Hintz Covenant
Colleen and Ray Hintz of Te 

Puke have a newly registered 
covenant over their whole 
property at Maungarangi Road. 
The 6.8 hectare lifestyle block 
contains a long face of bush 
sloping down to the beautiful 
Mangorewa River. The bush is 
mainly good quality second 
growth with a wide range of 
species says Regional Rep 
Stephen Parr. “The main plant 
canopy includes rewarewa, 
kamahi, tawa, as well as an 
emerging level of major tree 
species including tanekaha, 
rimu, miro and some introduced 
kauri.” There’s a deep glow
worm cave too.

Kiwi have been noted in the 
area too. Included in the 
protected area are a number of

-- ■■■ ■Vv

Aldridge Covenant
Graham and Heather 

Aldridge of Te Puke, who have a 
kiwifruit orchard in No. 3 Road, 
have protected a steep bush-clad 
face of 1.56 hectares which 
drops 60 metres down to the 
Raparapahoe Stream. The bush 
is comprised of tall pukatea. Henry Pullar Ford Covenant with Lake Rotorua in the distance.
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forest as a memorial to his 
father, he is passing on to his 
family and future generations 
his father’s strongly expressed 
wish to develop and farm the 
scrub and bracken-covered land 
- and to save the forest.

“During the past 10 years 
interest and beauty have been 
added to the covenant’s bush by 
family members and friends who 
have helped in the task of 
planting a great number of 
native trees between the 
covenant fences and forest edge, 
and in gaps left by fallen rata, 
etc.” Trees planted include 
rimu, totara, kahikatea, titoki, 
beech and many others.

podocarp-hardwood forest.
From the early 1890s through to 
about 1908, bush felling was 
carried out in the district at a 
rate of 400 to 600 hectares a 
year. From 1910 onwards, re
establishment of native species 
was encouraged.

James Nelson Williams (Des 
Williams’ grandfather) moved 
from his family home in 
Hastings to Waipiro Bay on the 
East Coast in the late 1800s, and 
leased large areas of heavily 
bushed country from local 
Maori. His philosophy was to 
lease and develop, with the 
assistance of the Maori owners 
as employees, and then hand the 
properties back, fully developed 
on the expiry of the leases.

J.N. Williams was a very 
practical, honest negotiator, and 
was always very appreciative of 
the loyalty and integrity shown

I lenry, who was known as 
Harry, was a pioneer bullock 
driver, chopping champion, 
timber miller, pumice-land 
pioneer farmer and Rotorua 
County Council chairman for 22 
years until he retired in 1947.
His great interests were the 
farming development of the 
pumice country, and the 
preservation of scenic reserves 
around Rotorua.

Gisborne

Williams Covenant
By Richard White

A most impressive and 
interesting historical property 
owned by Des (D.O.B.) Williams 
and known as Puketiti has been 
protected by way of an open 
space covenant with the 
National Trust.

“Although a bushman and a 
sawmiller in his younger years, 
he was always a lover of the 
New Zealand native forest, 
though much less enthusiastic 
about radiata trees being planted 
on good farm land. I wonder 
how he would view the convoys 
of trucks laden with pine logs 
which now pass the farm he 
helped me create from 1931 
onwards.”

.“The covenant is a remnant 
of a large forest once covering 
the high part of Highlands 
Station extending towards 
Tarawera lake and mountain,” 
Mr Ford says. “The eruption of 
Mt Tarawera in 1886 destroyed 
two-thirds of this old forest, and 
it was buried in many feet of 
mud and ash. Subsequently the 
land became severely eroded 
with many runnels and 
washouts down the hillsides, 
although it was still covered to a 
depth of two metres or more by 
the fertile mud.”

Spectacular Mt Puketiti is included in the Williams Covenant.

Situated on Puketiti Road off 
State Highway 35, some 12km 
west of Te Puia on the east coast 
of East Cape, Puketiti has 
historical and cultural 
importance to the region.

Apart from the granite rock 
outcrop, Puketiti, or Muttonbird 
hill, and its immediate 
surrounds (which were covered 
in native grasses), the original 
vegetation in the district was

by the Maori owners during 
lease negotiations. He employed 
good managers who understood 
and practised the meaning of 
honesty and had good 
relationships with all tribal 
members.

So successful was his 
development programme that 
many of the Maori owners were 
reluctant to take over the 
expired leases and farm them

“The ancient podocarps and 
logs have largely rotted away 
leaving many big holes, mostly 
hidden, which remain a 
dangerous trap for farm 
animals.”
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4themselves. They preferred 

good employment, security and 
outstanding training 
opportunities.

Nevertheless, large areas 
were sold to European interests 
and freeholded, and in time 
became the property of the 
banks. The banks were well 
aware of the skill of J.N. 
Williams, and his two sons, 
Arnold Beetham (A.B.) Williams 
and Heathcote Beetham (H.B.) 
Williams, and they persuaded 
J.N. Williams to farm the 
respective properties out of debt 
on their behalf. Following 
success in this direction, the 

Franks sold to J.N. Williams the 
^R"eehold of the extensive 

Puketiti, Ihungia, Puketoro, 
Huaiarua and Turihaua 
Stations.

A.B. Williams settled and 
built on Puketiti, which was 
formerly part of Waipiro Station. 
H.B. Williams settled and built 
on Turihaua. Both brothers 
had a managerial role in respect 
of Ihungia, Puketoro and 
Huaiarua.

When A.B. Williams went to 
Puketiti in the early 1900s, the 
current homestead site had been 

^leared of bush and was in lush 
^English grasses. His first task 

was to build himself a 
corrugated iron shed to live in.

The homestead was built 
during 1907 and 1908 as the 
family home by A.B. Williams. 
Structurally the house was built 
of Oregon timber imported from 
the USA. Panelling inside the 
house is matai and rirnu, which 
was also brought to the site 
from outside the district.
Internal wooden furnishings 
such as sideboards were made 
on site.

A special feature of the 
homestead area are the stables, 
which are of local historical 
significance.

The property has been 
transformed through the years, 
until the present time where 
there exists a magnificent 
homestead and a wonderful 
mixture of native and exotic 
trees in a parkland setting, all 
planted by A.B. Williams and his 
family, and extending over 38.6 
hectares.

The current vegetation of 
Puketiti contains a spectacular 
mix of both native and exotic 
plants and trees. The main 
native species present include 
matai, rirnu, kahikatea, totara, 
tawa, silver and red beech, and 
kowhai.

Mr Williams is protecting the 
609 metre Mt Puketiti, a steep 
pear-shaped granite mound. It’s 
a very dominant feature of 
Puketiti Station, and 
surrounding it is easy rolling 
country dotted with large 
granite boulders.

A large created lake is part of 
the covenant, and a created 
forest of indigenous species and 
exotics, some 80 to 90 years old, 
is included too.

The bulk of the introduced 
trees, such as the magnificent 
redwood plantations, were 
planted between 1910 and 1930.

Native bird species 
commonly sighted include tui, 
kereru, kaka, fantail and native 
quail, while on the wetland grey 
teal, muscovy duck, paradise 
duck and kingfishers make their 
home. White heron have also 
visited occasionally.

Puketiti is strategically 
located, and makes a significant 
contribution to the protection of 
open space values on the East 
Coast. The National Trust 
congratulates Des Williams on 
entering into an open space 
covenant agreement to ensure 
the property’s special character 
is protected in perpetuity.

Hawkes Bay

Spencer Macdonald 
Family Trust Covenant

Spencer and Kate Macdonald 
have protected a 12.3 hectare 
forest remnant on their farm - 
which is right next door to the 
Williams Covenant. The 
Macdonalds live on Matheson 
Road, Tikokino, in Central 
Hawke’s Bay.

Spencer’s father Jack moved 
onto the farm, which was once 
part of Gwavas Station, after the 
war in 1947.

Their covenant is two river 
gullies with a block of land in 
the centre, with a ridge running 
its whole length. It runs right 
through the centre of the farm 
and includes a large range of 
species - kowhai, totara, 
manuka, kanuka, kamahi, 
kahikatea, rimu, fuchsia, 
wineberry, hinau, coprosmas, 
five-finger, akeake, broom, 
koromiko, cabbage trees, 
matipo, black beech, 
lancewoods, titoki, rangiora, 
miro, mahoe, mamaku, pate and 
flax.

“The covenant is there for all 
time so the land can never be 
cleared for the sake of a few 
acres of grazing”, Spencer says.

Most of the area had been 
fenced for many years, and the 
understorey is in good 
condition. The new covenant 
has high ecological values, and 
there are few protected areas in 
the district.

Wairarapa

Bendall Covenant
Just half a kilometre down 

the road from the Mangatainoka 
brewery the Bendalls have 
protected a 3.85 hectare forest 
remnant. Originally started by 
Ian Harvey and his family, this 
covenant was supported by the 
brewery, the local Tui dairy
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forest, with an occasional 
pukatea, kahikatea, titoki and 
totara in the canopy. The oldest 
trees are expected to be around 
200 years.

One block is 2.3 hectares, the 
other 0.7 hectares. The Forest 
Heritage Fund helped with the 
finance for this covenant. The 
nearby Watters covenant is 
similar to this one.

the chasm. In the limestone 
gorge there are fossils, stalactites 
and waterfalls - as well as eels 
and kereru to look at.

The covenant protects the 
attractive walkway, the 
regenerating indigenous forest, 
and associated plantings. It’s 
very close to the extensive 
Haurangi Forest Park.

company, and the Lottery Grants 
Board.

The covenant protects a 
small but dense area of bush on 
river flats, and a park-like area 
containing a wetland system 
along a stream. Tawa, titoki, 
totara, kahikatea, lancewood, 
lacebark, mahoe, kowhai, 
cabbage trees and matai are all 
present.

Regional Representative John 
Kirby says this covenant is well 
protected and showing signs of 
regeneration, especially in the 
bushland. The wetland has been 
planted with a variety of native 
plants.

Canterbury
McLeod Covenant

John and Colleen McLeod 
and their son Nigel have 
protected a 22.5 hectare forest 
remnant on their farm at Patuna, 
17 km south of Martinborough 
on the Haurangi Road.

The covenant, which many 
people visit, was helped with 
finance from the Lottery Grants 
Board. The covenant runs for 
more than a kilometre along the 
Ruakokoputuna River, which 
flows through a very narrow 
chasm. The chasm is about 20 
metres deep, and the banks 
touch overhead in one or two 
places. In some places it is 
possible to jump across the gap. 
Visiting the newly registered 
covenant is a popular walk, with 
up to 350 people a year going 
through.

The McLeods offer a four- 
hour “Chasm Walkway” tramp 
through their farm, the bush and

Cochrane Bush Covenant
Begun by the South 

Canterbury branch of the Royal 
Forest and Bird Protection 
Society, the 2.7 hectare newly 
registered covenant off Tavistoc^K\ 
Road, 20km south of Timaru, is^^ 
a podocarp remnant. The forest 
contains totara, matai and 
kahikatea, with ngaio and 
kowhai also present. The farm, 
now owned byjonathan 
Nicholas, is close to the main 
highway south. It was 
previously owned by the 
Cochranes, after whom the bush 
is named. The block is very 
significant in the district, being 
one of few areas out of open 
farm land.

The Forest and Bird branch 
also contributed to fencing and 
weed control, while the Forest 
Heritage Fund assisted with 
surveying the area.

Monson Covenant
Robert and Lorraine Monson, 

who live 12km from Eketahuna 
on the Alfredton Road, have 
protected two forest remnants 
totalling 10.1 hectares on their 
hill country farm. The larger 
bush area of 7.5 hectares is on a 
northerly face and the second 
smaller block is on a southerly 
face.

Their covenant includes all 
sorts of species - kahikatea, 
lacebark, lancewood, mahoe, 
rewarewa, tawa, titoki, tarata, 
matai, manuka, ferns, rata vines, 
kanuka, pigeonwood, 
broadleaves, cabbage trees, 
lophomyrtus, coprosmas, rimu 
and totara. Many of the trees 
are large and mature, and the 
covenant can be seen from 
Tawataia Road. The Forest 
Heritage Fund helped out with 
funding for the Monson 
covenant.

Wright Covenant
Three kilometres northeast of 

Greytown Susan and Andrew 
Wright have protected two forest 
remnants with a newly 
registered covenant. The 
covenant is a remnant of tawa

McLeod Covenant.

Newsletter of the Queen Elizabeth II National Trust'



Dennis Covenant
A small but important 

wetland and adjacent beech 
forest in the Canterbury 
foothills have been protected by 
Roger and Shirley Dennis at 
Glenroy, Darfield. The wetland 
is 0.77 hectares, while the beech 
forest is 11.29 hectares.

the Mataura River catchment 
control scheme.

Kahikatea is the dominant 
species in the covenant, but it 
also contains silver beech, rimu, 
miro, pokaka, totara, kamahi, 
celery pine and broadleaf. This 
is one of nine podocarp and 
silver beech remnants on this 
lower flood plain, six of which 
are already National Trust 
covenants. These include the 
Holmes, Herbert, Nicol and 
Horton covenants.

It also provides a good 
wildlife habitat which is linked 
with other similar habitats, says 
Regional Rep Roger Sutton. The 
Forest Heritage Fund helped 
finance this bush remnant.

elevated hilltop and a wide 
range of species is present.

These include miro, totara, 
rata, pokaka, matai, kowhai, red 
matipo, fuchsia, marbleleaf, 
lancewood, wineberry, pepper 
tree and the large leafed mahoe, 
Melicytus ramijlorus. While 
there is clear evidence of past

i

Apology

Whangai Covenant. The 
last issue of Open Space 
inadvertently missed out the 
correct name of the Weber 
covenant started by Greg 
and Jocelyn Bennett in 
Central Hawke’s Bay. The 
Bennetts, who now live near 
Taihape, sold their property 
to David Robson, who sold 
it almost immediately to 
Bruce Campbell and Gill 
Mackay, who are the current 
owners. The Whangai 
Covenant is named after the 
hill it takes in, the second 
highest between the 
Ruahines and the coast in 
that area. The covenant 
encompasses some 33 
hectares and is a forest 
remnant on a southerly face 
of steep hill country.

Part of the Dennis Covenant

The forest is predominantly 
black and mountain beech, and 
on moderately steep to steep 
east and south-east facing 
slopes. The largest trees are up 
to 20 metres in height, and the 
covenant has a good mixture of 
understorey species. Meanwhile 

A|re peatland swamp is one of 
the few relatively undisturbed 
such swamps in the ecological 
district.

The Forest Heritage Fund 
helped finance the beech forest 
part of this covenant.

logging, there are scattered 
mature remaining specimens of 
podocarps.

Until it was recently fenced, 
stock had free access to the 
bush, and as a result the 
understorey was in poor 
condition. The McGills plan to 
go ahead with protection of 
more bush remnants on their 
farm. The Forest Heritage Fund 
helped finance this covenant in 
an area where few remnants on 
private land are protected.

Southland
Coastal Otago

Southland Regional 
Council Covenant

A 6.1 hectare podocarp forest 
remnant has been protected by 
the council on a property it 
owns in the lower Mataura River 
valley at Titiroa. It’s about 40km 
southeast of Invercargill. Near 
several other covenants, it lies 
on the floodplain, and is part of

McGill Covenant
Bruce and Denise McGill, 

who live four kilometres east of 
Owaka in South Otago, have 
protected a 10.8 hectare forest 
remnant on their coastal hill 
country farm. The new 
covenant is a conspicuous cut
over podocarp remnant on an

Tell a friend about the 
National Trust and get 
them to join the Trust 
to help continue its
worfc.
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Tiny White RetiresClippings i

The Trust’s Regional 
Representative for the East 
Coast for the past 10 years, 
Richard (Tiny) White, has 
retired.

At the Trust Board meeting on 
March 3 1995, which was held 
in conjunction with a gathering 
of all the Trust’s North Island 
Regional Representatives near 
Otorohanga, Trust Board 
Chairman Hamish Ensor 
presented Tiny with a citation in 
recognition of his contribution 
to the work of the Trust.

Tiny White joined the Trust in 
1985 after a distinguished 
background in farming and 
community affairs within the 
Gisborne region. His experience 
ranged from active farming, 
involvement in Federated 
Farmers, member and chairman

Bookish Covenantors
National Trust covenantors have been proving bookish this 

summer. Diana Anthony of Northland has written “Seven 
Summers at Valley Homestead: Tales from a New Zealand 
Garden” printed by Godwit Publishing, and Wade Doak has 
written “Swimming with the Dolphins” published by Hodder 
and Stoughton.

Meanwhile Darcy Sterling and his family near Matakohe, 
who have covenanted a fine stand of kauri trees, have been 
mentioned in an article in the Ansett in-flight magazine about 
kauri. Along with other local families, they donated time, 
labour and exhibits to the Otamatea Kauri and Pioneer Museum 
- which is definitely worth a lengthy visit if you are passing by.

And in Air New Zealand’s in-flight journal Pacific Way, 
transport buff Bob Stott of Paekakariki Hill, Wellington, and his 
passion for trains has been featured recently. Mr Stott has a 
covenant on the Hill where he has protected a small tawa forest 
remnant.

Wairarapa News
Michael Blundell, Guy Hunter and Andrew Hartgill are 

keeping covenants in the family. All these Wairarapa 
covenantors are cousins, and their grandfather used to run a 
totara sawmill at the Akilio rivermouth.

Meanwhile, wdien Wairarapa Regional Repjohn Kirby did 
his rounds recently at Len and Christine French’s covenant at 
Tinui, he couldn’t believe his eyes when he saw a “very unusual 
cat in the bush, carrying a kitten in its mouth.”

“In size it was similar to a large domestic tabby cat, but was 
distinguished by having spots rather than stripes on its flanks. If 
someone makes the discovery that a new sub-species has 
evolved in New Zealand, or that we have a feral population of 
margays, remember you read it here first.”

And congratulations to Ten and Christine French - who was 
Wairarapa Hill Country Farmer of the Year last year. He says 
flexibility and keeping an open mind are two essential 
ingredients for farming success. They have a 32 hectare stand 
of bush protected with the Trust.

Richard White

of the Cook Hospital Board, 
Mayor of Gisborne City, rugby 
and other sporting participation 
and administration including 23 
consecutive appearances as an 
All Black from 1949 to 1956.
He therefore brought to the 
Trust Regional Representative’s 
role considerable mana and an 
extensive portfolio of local 
contacts.

In his time with the Trust, 
Tiny dealt with landholders on

Old Man’s Beard Takes A Licking
A flamethrower has been used to keep Old Man’s Beard 

under control in the Wairarapa. Covenantor Arthur Waugh, 
who was instrumental in getting a Landcare group set up in his 
area, was worried about the spread of Old Man’s Beard in the 
lower Mangatainoka River and tributaries. The group started 
the clearance work last August. The roadside was heavily 
infested with the weed, so a flame-thrower was used to clear a 
river bank and roadside of old, dry vegetation, making it more 
accessible for the group to move through and cut the vines.
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the East Cape from northern 
Hawke’s Bay to Opotiki. In his 
10 years as Regional 
Representative, many highly 
significant covenants were 
negotiated including agreements 
to protect the high profile 
arboretum at Eastwoodhill and

4Scarce Red Tussock & Fernbirds 

Protected

By Roger Sutton

Warwick Day’s 808 hectare associated species, including 
five species of native duck, plus 
the introduced mallard. Marsh 
crake are present, and bittern 
are recorded too. Harrier hawks 
annually nest in the covenant. 
However, the outstanding 
wildlife feature is a remnant 
population of the diminishing 
South Island fernbird. Native 
fish are represented by large 
galaxias, and there are two 
species of introduced frogs.

Warwick Day is a young 
farmer already known for his 
commitment to high standards 
of land stewardship. His 
knowledge of, and interest in, 
natural history is strongly 
reflected in the way he manages 
his farm, and his formal and 
informal contributions to 
wildlife and fisheries 
management in the Southland 
region.

With his brother Malcolm, . 
who farms the adjoining 
property, he is co-operating in 
the protection of valuable native 
forest remnants via National 
Trust covenants.

farm is just south of the 
Hackfalls, and many ecologically Taringatura Hills which 
unique features such as the 
Wairau Lagoon wetland, Tolaga 
Bay Bluffs and Puketiti. Further,
Tiny has a tremendous rapport 
with Maori, and benefactors of 
the Trust.

are at
northern edge of the Southland 
plain. This 5.9 hectare 
covenant, while relatively small 
by Southland rural standards, 
has ecological and natural 
values of a high order, 
disproportionate to the size of 
the covenant.

There is no doubt that Tiny’s 
replacement will have a major 
challenge filling his large shoes. 
The directors, staff, covenantors 

[id friends of the Trust extend 
_est wishes to Tiny and his wife, 
Elsie for the future. No doubt 
Tiny will be able to spend more 
time fishing and enjoying the 
isolation of his beloved Lake 
Waikaremoana.

(There will be a profile on the 
Tmst’s new Regional Representative 
for the East Coast, Malcolm Riper, 
in Open Space No. 34).

This covenant is dominated 
by red tussock but also has a 
valuable wetland component. 
Other conspicuous vegetation 
includes toe toe, flax, carex, 
cordyline and rush. Native 
orchids are also present. Red 
tussock is becoming scarce in 
this ecological district.
Protected examples of it are 
even more scarce, and this is the 
only one of its kind. The 
covenant is protected by good 
fencing which Warwick has put 
up at his own volition. The 
Lottery Grants Board gave 
funding towards the covenant 
protection too.

The Day covenant provides 
habitat for numerous wetland-

Stop Press
Election Results
The membership of the 

National Trust has re-elected 
Mr Arthur Cowan of 
Otorohanga and Dr Brian 
Molloy of Christchurch to 
represent them on the Trust 
Board of Directors until 31 
March 1998.

The Queen Elizabeth II 
National Trust 

gratefully acknowledges 
the generous 
support of

Landcorp Farming Ltd With characteristic enthusiasm, Warwick Day points to a feature in his red tussock 
wetland covenant. (Photo: Roger Sutton)
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Possum-free at

PUKETITIRl
A good friend of National 

Trust covenantor Randall 
Simcox (pictured right), Mr 
Robin Whittle (left) has been 
keeping a valley - which 
stretches from Randall and 
Penny Simcox’s covenants down 
to his own farm, Little Bush in 
the Puketitiri area of Hawke’s 
Bay - free of possums.

After 40 years of killing 
possums, helping protect the 
bush is second nature to Robin 
Whittle. He says a good 
indicator of progress is the 
health of the green mistletoe 
Tupaya antartica, in the district. 
There are several thriving 
examples of this plant in the

Left: Robin Whittle and National Trust covenantor Randall Simcox 
at Puketitiri, Hawke’s Bay (Simcox Covenant in background).

Simcox covenant - thanks to his 
help!

goes through a 10kg bag of 
Talon every 10 days. He feeds 
each bait station once a week 
with the poison. “There is no 
excuse for anyone to have 
possums in any patch of bush”, 
he says.

“If I was trying to kill them 
with traps 1 would be going all 
day and every day.”

The Simcoxs have two 
blocks covenanted with the 
National Trust, a total of 5 
hectares, and they have a 
further block which was 
protected by a Department of 
Conservation covenant with the 
help of the Forest Heritage

Mr Whittle has about 20 bait 
stations through the valley, and

Obituary
Maui Pomare, OBE, JP, 
Trust Director

National Trust Director, 
farmer and noted historian, 
Maui Pomare died suddenly 
on March 19.

Maui was appointed to the 
Trust Board of Directors by the 
Minister of Conservation in 
1991 to represent the interests 
of the Maori people. He was 
Chair of the Trust’s Maori land 
committee, Te Komiti Whenua 
Toitu. Prior to his 
appointment as a Director 
Maui had served as a co-opted 
member of Te Komiti for a 
number of years.

Maui was a world authority 
on pre-European Maori 
history and was a former 
Chairman of the National 
Museum Council and served 
on the NZ Historical Places 
Trust Council. He was 
awarded an OBE in 1983 for 
services to the Maori people.

Trust Chairman Hamish 
Ensor, in playing tribute to 
Maui Pomare’s contribution, 
said that he had been 
impressed by Maui’s 
commitment to the National 
Trust and its work. “Maui 
brought to the Board table an 
extensive background and 
knowledge of not only 
Maoritanga but also 
agriculture that will be hard to 
replace”, Hamish noted.

The National Trust extends 
sincerest sympathies to Mrs 
Pomare and the family

The work of the Queen Elizabeth II 
National Trust is supported by

.

Lottery Grants Board
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,.I Native
hor open space in New Zealand

Sga Kairauhi Papa P^*&iSSS §§§|Forest
Restoration

by Tim Porteous

P UBLISHED by the Queen 
Elizabeth II National Trust, 
this practical handbook 

contains essential information for individuals 
and organisations managing and restoring areas

native forest. It also contains revegetation 
^Kiformation for those wishing to create, enlarge

or enhance areas of native forest on their land.
Native Forest Restoration contains sections 

on the following important topics:

• Starting a management 
programme

• Background factors to 
consider

• Animal control and eradication 
techniques

• Weed identification and 
control methods 
(Colour identification photos 
and detailed control methods 
for over 40 common problem 
weeds of native forests)

• Revegetation 
principles and techniques

• Propagating native plants 
(Seed collection, cleaning and 
treatment suggestions for 
over 60 common native trees 
and shrubs)

• Site preparation and planting 
techniques

• Post-planting treatments

• Revegetation on specific 
sites (Planting in manuka, 
kanuka, tauhinu, gorse, broom, 
bracken, grassland)

The Queen Elizabeth the Second 
National Trust gratefully acknowledges 
the assistance of Monsanto (NZ) Ltd, in 
producing this handbook.

Monsanto

A5 size, wire spiral bound and plastic laminated cover for easy use in the field, the handbook 
contains over 200 pages of technical information and advice. It includes 86 black and white 
and 46 colour photos and 11 line drawings. Price $29.95, Trust Members $24.95.
A glossary of more specialised terms enables lay people to confidently use the handbook and there are 
references for people who want more detailed information. The handbook is fully indexed.

ORDER FORM: Native Forest Restoration: A Practical Guide for Landowners
GST Tax Invoice No. 19-456-900. All prices include GST and Packaging and Postage.
Send To: Trust Secretary, QEII National Trust, PO Box 3341. Wellington. Tel 0-4-472 6626, Fax 0-4-472 5578.

copies at $29.95

copies at $24.95 (Members)

Queen Elizabeth U
National Trust
tor open space in New Zealand 

Nga Kairauhi Papa
Name = $

Address = $
TOTAL=$

Payment Method:
□ Cheque (payable to QEII National Trust) □ Visa □ Bankcard/Mastercard Expiry Date /

Card No.

Cardholder’s Name Cardholder’s signature



Help Us Protect The Landscape 

Join The National Trust

• Membership Application 

Name_________________

Address

Telephone
• Subscriptions (GST included): Tick appropriate category

• Corporate - business
• Corporate - special 

(societies, voluntary 
organisations, schools)

On application 
$33.00

• Individual $22.00
• Junior (under 18)
• Family
• Life

$11.00
$33.00
$550.00

Signature___________________________________________
• Gift Membership
Please send a gift membership to my friends - details above. 
Gift from (name and address):
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