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Special Ceremony Marks 

Maori Land Covenanto Okoko Road, off the Kawhia Road. The 
ceremony was arranged to officially 
recognise the registration of an open space

n 24 February the National Trust 
took part in a special hui at a 
property owned by Dame Te 

Ata-i-rangi Kahhu and vested in a group of covenant over 53 hectares of forest 
Trustees appointed by the Maori Queen.
Known as the Tapuwaeohounuku Block, 
the property is located at Ngutunui, some 
18 kms north west of Otorohanga, on

remnant on the property.
The total block comprises some 290 

hectares of which the covenanted area is a 
southerly escarpment of tall forest rich in

fees«■ MKMi ■

Part of covenanted Tapuwaeohounuku Block
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tawa, mangeao, pukatea, kohekohe, 
kamahi and a number of smaller 
podocarps. Much of the property is 
plateau country at about 250 metres with 
strong pasture running right to the bush 
edge along its northern boundary, creating 
a wonderful park-like vista.

Currently the property is managed by 
Jeremy Cameron who co-operates with the 
Tainui Development Trust in training up 
to six young men in the skills of farming 
and farm management. Also associated 
with the property is a guest house used 
by the Tainui people and Dame Te Ata.

The National Trust party, led by 
Chairman Sir Peter Elworthy, included 
Board member Bunny Mortimer, Trust 
general manager Euan McQueen, and 
Waikato regional representative Stuart 
Chambers. The party was welcomed on to 
the marae where speeches of welcome in 
both Maori and English were accorded the 
guests.

Sir Peter Elworthy spoke on behalf of 
the National Trust, emphasising the 
significance of the occasion and the fact 
that this was the first registered covenant 
on Maori land in the Waikato-King 
Country area. He went on to reassure his 
hosts that the land was still secure in its 
Maori ownership, and that the National 
Trust, an independent, non-governmental 
organisation, was there solely to protect 
the forest. He likened the linking of this 
covenant with the Trust to a coming 
together of canoes for it now became part 
of the National Trust family which 
included covenants involving other Maori 
tribes as well as protected land owned by 
Pakeha landowners.

Following this address the Trust’s koha 
was presented in the traditional manner; 
this included the fencing contribution to 
secure the area. The assembled group was 
then transported to the bush itself. At the 
bush Dr Bob Mahuta, Director of Waikato 
University’s Centre for Maori Studies and 
Research and Secretary of the Tainui 
Development Trust, made a speech in 
which he acknowledged the irony of the 
ceremony. On the one hand, he said,
Maori were asking for their land back and

Dame Te Ata presents symbolic sprig of 
mahoe to Trust Chairman
on the other hand they were signing 
trusteeship of it over to the Queen 
Elizabeth II National Trust. However, he 
assured the gathering that it was the firm 
wish of all the Maori trustees of 
Tapuwaeohounuku that the covenant be 
registered as they considered it to be in 
their best interests that the bush should 
never by violated.

In a symbolic ceremony near the bush 
edge Dame Te Ata presented Sir Peter 
Elworthy with a sprig of mahoe which 
she had taken from the bush; Sir Peter 
accepted the sprig in acknowledgement 
that the bush was now protected for all 
time.

The gathering finally returned to the 
marae and to Dame Te Ata’s house where 
drinks were served and a hangi was 
opened. A magnificent repast then 
followed, all of it the work of a Tainui 
Trust catering module which trained 
young people in the art of catering. 
Throughout the hui a team of highly 
professional television trainees from 
another Tainui Development scheme 
recorded the occasion, as did a film crew 
from Television New Zealand.

The National Trust now has two 
registered covenants on Maori land and 
others are being processed. It is hoped 
that the lead given by Dame Te Ata will 
encourage other Maori landowners to seek 
the assistance of the National Trust and 
protect their land by open space 
covenants.
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Taupo Swamp Activities
The Trust’s Landscape Architect Tim 

Porteous has estimated that the fire in 
fact damaged about 10% of the swamp. 
Within days of the fire many plants 
including flax, raupo and sedge species 
had started to recover. Several hectares of 
scrub on high ground were completely 
burnt and scenically it is this area which 
is most conspicuous, especially from the 
main highway. Yet this area too has 
started on a 10-15 year path to 
revegetation. Gorse and broom seeds 
resistant to fire have started to germinate, 
forming a thick carpet of seedlings. As 
these plants get taller they will provide 
ideal conditions for the establishment of 
native plants which will eventually 
overtop the gorse and broom while 
preventing the invasion of more 
troublesome weed species. To ensure that 
adequate sources of native seed are 
present, a planting programme will be 
undertaken, starting this autumn with

I n recent months Taupo Swamp has 
certainly achieved a higher public 
profile, for a variety of reasons. The 

wetland gained publicity last November 
when two large carved signs were erected
alongside State Highway One north of 
^■ington, informing motorists that they 
^ffe passing the National Trust property,
one of the few remaining freshwater . 
wetlands in the region.

Taupo Swamp really hit the headlines 
on January 6 when a fire, started on the 
adjacent railway line, spread quickly 
through the scrub on the railway slopes 
before moving into the swamp itself. It 
took 14 fire appliances, 80 firefighters and 
volunteers and a helicopter with a 
monsoon bucket to get the blaze under 
control some six hours later. The 
following day Wellington newspapers 
reported the fire with such headlines as 
“Fire rages through Taupo Swamp” and 
“Fire destroys wetlands”.

Fire damaged area of Taupo Swamp. Photo: Evening Post
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the planting of 500 plants of suitable 
species.

Three weeks later firefighters were 
back at Taupo Swamp after sparks from a 
goods train left a trail of small fires 
between Piimmerton and Otaki. This time 
the wetland escaped unscathed but two 
hectares of scrub, flax and gorse on the 
other side of the railway line were burnt. 
This fire was put out within a hour by 
about 25 firefighters.

An overall management plan for the 
wetland has been produced by an advisory 
committee representing the National 
Trust, Porirua City Council, Wellington 
Regional Council, Royal Forest & Bird 
Protection Society and the local Maori 
community. The principal objective of the 
management plan is to preserve and 
enhance the natural and cultural values of 
the swamp. A small section of land at the

northern end of the swamp has been 
purchased and when development funding 
is available, car parking space, 
interpretative display boards and public 
access into the wetland can be provided.

Taupo Swamp has been included in a 
series of projects to be undertaken in the 
region by the Royal Forest & Bird 
Protection Society as part of a pilot 
Conservation Corps scheme. Among th^ 
planned projects to be carried out by taB 
Conservation Corps workers at Taupo 
Swamp are the eradication of invasive 
willows and other problem plants 
threatening the natural values of the 
wetland; a plant propagation and planting 
programme using species indigenous to 
the area; and construction of a walking 
track through part of the swamp to 
enable increased public appreciation of the 
valuable wetland.

Conservation Corps members poisoning invasive willows at Taupo Swamp.
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Election Results

M r Arthur Cowan MBE of 
Otorohanga and Dr Brian 
Molloy of Christchurch have 

been elected to represent Trust members 
on the Board of Directors for a three year 
term. They replace Dr Juliet Batten who 
ta^completed a final third term as a 
d^^tor, and Mr Gary Taylor, who did not 
stand for re-election.

now protected by an open space covenant, 
it is one of the best kokako areas in New 
Zealand.

An executive member of the Pureora 
Forest Park Advisory Committee, Native 
Forest Restoration Trust and the 
Otorohanga Zoological Society, Mr Cowan 
was awarded the MBE in 1984.

Brian MolloyArthur Cowan B rian Molloy, age 58, has been a 
scientist with the Botany Division, 
DSIR, Lincoln College since 1970. 

His main areas of research have been 
taxonomy and ecology of native plants, 
especially orchids and native conifers, and 
flora and revegetation surveys associated 
with nature conservation.

He has served on the Aorangi National 
Parks and Reserves Board, North 
Canterbury Catchment Board, South 
Canterbury Land Settlement Committee, 
Ashburton Lakes Advisory Committee, 
Kowhai River Reserve Advisory 
Committee and others. He served on 
committees concerned with the Protected 
Natural Areas programme, co-ordinating 
the South Island Ecological Districts 
maps. In addition he has been actively 
involved in supporting the Trust’s

A sheep farmer for much of his life, 
Mr Cowan, age 72, is a life 
member of the National Trust, 

with open space covenants protecting over 
600 hectares of native forest on his 
property. As well as protecting several 
areas of his own and his family’s land, he 
has purchased some forest remnants 
specifically to prevent thier destruction, 
and has successfully encouraged others to 
do the same.

S o. >55* „
Arthur Cowan

He personally purchased a large block 
in the Rangitoto Range, saving a very 
valuable bird habitat, eventually selling 
the block to the Wildlife Service. He later 
purchased another cut-over block which 
he has retained, having initiated extensive 
revegetation and replanting programmes;

4

Brian Molloy
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Canterbury representative in assessing 
natural resources with covenant potential.

Brian Molloy will be familiar to many 
for his exploits on the rugby field from 
1950-58 during which time he represented 
Manawatu, Canterbury, NZ Universities, 
South Island and New Zealand.

Juliet Batten

D r Batten has completed her third, 
and necessarily final term as a 
director. With a background in 

environmental studies, particularly as a 
lecturer at Auckland University, from 
1973-83 she was involved in the Waitakere 
Ranges Protection Society, first as 
secretary and then as president. An acggK 
director since her election in 1980, Juli^f 
has been a member of the Trust’s 
Executive Committee which considers 
covenant proposals, and chaired the 
former Communications Committee 
responsible for publicity and special 
projects. Following the retirement of 
Gordon Stephenson, Juliet has been 
Deputy Chair of the National Trust.

Gary Taylor

A fter one term as a director, Gary 
Taylor did not stand at the recent 
election. An environmental 

consultant in private practice in Auckland, 
and former deputy mayor of Waitemata 
City, Gary is an original member of the 
National Trust. He played an important 
role in organising the Trust’s acquisition 
of Lake Wainamu Reserve in the 
Waitakere Ranges and co-ordinated the 
successful application for a National 
Water Conservation Order for the Motu 
River.

A Tribute to 

Dr Ian Blair
by Peter McKelvey

D r Ian Blair, the National Trust’s 
regional representative in 
Canterbury, died suddenly in 

Christchurch on 21 January 1989. He had 
a distinguished career. Born in Mosgiel in 
1912, Ian received his schooling in 
Rangiora. He went on to study at Lincoln 
College, graduating Master of Agricultural 
Science and then taking up a junior 
teaching post there. Soon afterwards, in 
1936, he took up a MacMillan Brown 
research scholarship at Rothamstead, the 
prestigious English agricultural research 
centre. Ian’s field of specialisation was 
microbiology and his studies, completed in 
Canada in 1941, earned him a doctorate. 
He returned to New Zealand in 1942 to 
join the Army. The Government soon took 
advantage of his expertise, drafting him 
into the Department of Agriculture where 
he became involved with the

smss
MS

Dr Ian Blair
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covenant areas. I remember best the lunch 
times when we would often perch 
ourselves on a viewpoint or in a stream 
bed to munch our sandwiches. Then we 
would talk of many things: books, politics, 
the environment, personal experiences: 
there were many topics. Relaxed, friendly 
conversation reveals things which appeal 
to a person, and so it was with Ian.

It was clear the Ian had a 
well-developed appreciation of landscape. 
He often spoke enthusiastically of the 
rolling downland of North Canterbury and 
its tawny colouring. Perhaps his favourite 
view was from that part of the Akaroa 
road which runs alongside Lake 
Ellesmere, looking across the lake towards 
Mount Hutt in the distance. It was this 
eye for countryside which resulted in the 
covenant initiatives he took in the Weka 
Pass, and probably also in the 
characteristically large size of Canterbury 
covenants with the inclusion of more than 
one environmental feature.

It was clear too that Ian relished 
intellectual challenges and 
accomplishments. He talked frequently of 
the mental stimulus provided by his 
membership of the Royal Commission on 
Nuclear Energy when, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Thaddeus McCarthy, 
Ian travelled widely overseas to study 
developments in nuclear energy and to 
gauge their applicability in New Zealand. 
In similar vein he spoke of his work as 
one of the guardians of Lake Wanaka and 
his role in the production of a technical 
bulletin which described the lake 
scientifically and which would be used as 
a bench-mark to detect any future 
environmental modification. His love for 
his work for the Trust was obvious; he 
enthused about the idea of preserving 
gems of indigenous vegetation within a 
working landscape. And frequently in our 
talk there were chuckles, for Ian had a 
great sense of humour.

He had a directness which unsettled a 
few people. In his eulogy at the funeral 
the Trust Chairman Sir Peter Elworthy, 
speaking glowingly of Ian’s career, allowed 
he could be acerbic but pointed out that

administration of the Armed Services food 
production programme. At the end of the 
war he returned to Lincoln College as a 
lecturer and was on the teaching staff 
there for the rest of his formal career, 
becoming head of his department and 
reader. He was an active researcher, 
producing some 50 scientific papers 
covering plant pathology, soil 
microbiology, agronomy and agricultural

ry-
n was a great Lincoln man and 

devoted much of his spare time, as well as 
the working hours to that institution. He 
wrote a centennial history of the college in 
1978, a most readable account laced with 
threads of humour. He put a tremendous 
effort into the Lincoln College Old 
Students’ Association and was their 
President during 1965-67. What a dividend 
the Trust gained from this when they 
recruited Ian! I frequently accompanied 
Ian on his visits to Canterbury 
landowners about covenants; they always 
seemed to be former Lincoln students, 
usually people to whom Ian had lectured 
in diploma courses. Consequently we were 
on home ground from the start. And Ian 
remembered them all, a prodigious feat.
No wonder there are so many good 
covenants in Canterbury.

There was another reason for Ian to be 
well known in rural Canterbury: he was a

m

great sportsman. He had been a keen 
|npy player and had much to do with 
Ifgame at Lincoln. He was also an
expert fly fisherman and reviewed books 
on fishing in the ‘Press’. He was an 
honorary wildlife ranger and had a close 
association with the North Canterbury 
Acclimatisation Society. The Trust’s 
representative in Canterbury had high 
mana indeed.
The excursions with Ian were memorable 
and pleasurable. My role was to write 
descriptions of any forest vegetation and I 
often acted as a sort of outrider, 
traversing steep gullies which he found 
difficult to clamber into because of an 
uncertain knee, not that he spared himself 
in the field because he always drove 
himself hard when looking at prospective
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was a devoted family man, 
conservationist, scientist, churchman and

he was never acidulous. He was certainly 
impatient of foolishness and any lack of 
understanding of the rural environment in historian. The Trust has lost a valued

worker and we have lost a good friend.which he worked. I saw his approach as 
being essentially forthright, an outward 
sign of his innate honesty. I saw him also 
as an all-rounder in the New Zealand 
tradition, effective in many spheres for he Peter McKelvey

Our deepest sympathy goes to Grace 
Blair and her family.

OPEN SPACE COVENANTS^
B y the February 1989 Board 

meeting 323 covenants had been 
registered while a further 367 

were approved and proceeding towards 
registration.

karaka, totara, rewarewa and other 
smaller species.
BARCLAY, W M & B. Ararimu Rd,
R D 3, Drury, approx 10km east of 
Ramarama.
The owners grow orchids on their 
16ha property and are enthusiastic 
conservationists, keen to encourage 
regeneration. The covenant protects a 
4.6ha area of mature bush including 
puriri, totara, tanekaha, rata, rimu 
and kahikatea, with one very large 
puriri and one very old and large 
rata. The remnant is visible from the 
road and is a prominent feature in 
the area.

3.RECENTLY 
REGISTERED OPEN 
SPACE COVENANTS
NORTHLAND DISTRICT
1. WINCH, M J & L D. Campbell Road, 

Totara North, Kaeo.
A 75.8ha block covered in maturing 
native bush featuring kohekohe, 
kanuka, nikau, tawa and other 
varieties. The area adjoins the 
Department of Conservation’s 
Mangonui Forest making it part of a 
large bush area visible to travellers 
on SH10 and to Whangaroa beach 
resort traffic. The Winchs bought the 
block to build a house and live on the 
property and wished to ensure that 
the bush could not be destroyed.

AUCKLAND DISTRICT
2. DANKS, A J & L E. Potter Road, R D 

2, Albany.
Part of a larger area of bush 
straddling Sunnyside Road, about 
lkm north of Coatesville Scenic 
Reserve, the 2.39ha covenanted area 
protects a bush remnant of good 
quality and variety including a grove 
of kauri, numerous kahikatea, 
kohekohe, as well as puriri, rimu,

LANE, A A & J. (Glen Isla Farms^fc 
Ltd), Miranda, on Firth of Thame^

4.

coastline.
The 27.7ha covenanted area forms 
part of the Miranda Kaiaua Chenier 
plain, containing tidal inlets, 
shellbank (modern chenier) and 
pasture-covered dry land. The coastal 
region is of international significance 
as a wading bird habitat; great 
concentrations of birds move back 
and forward along the coastline and 
the covenant area at times supports a 
very large bird population.
Cultivation, tree planting and 
drainage would affect the area as a 
bird habitat and scenically, hence the 
owners’ desire to covenant the area.
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Shell bank on the Lane covenant at Miranda.

The covenant protects two areas of 
forest remnant totalling 13ha, both 
areas of mixed bush in good condition 
with numbers of puriri, taraire, rimu, 
kahikatea, rewarewa, horoeka, totara, 
rata, miro and many ponga. The 
convenant has special conditions 
permitting formation of bush walks 
for tourists in conjunction with a 
farm visits scheme.

5. COURT, R H & S T. Horseshoe Bush 
Rd, 3km west of Dairy Flat, Albany.
A 5.8ha area of native bush that 
features a number of small-medium 
size kauri, as well as kahikatea, rimu, 
rewarewa, rata and a few large 
puriri.

<L FILLERY, A G & J A. Sandspit Road, 
Warkworth.
The property is a small rural holding 
within the Warkworth town 
boundary, straddling a deep stream 
valley between two main roads out of 
the town. The covenant protects two 
patches of bush, the southern area 
featuring mainly totara and kowhai, 
the northern area containing a good 
stand of kauri, plus totara, kowhai, 
tawa, rewarewa, rata, nikau and 
ponga. The remainder of the 
covenanted area is unstable grassed 
land which the owners plan to 
stabilise with native plantings.

7. CHAMBERLIN, B D (Euroa Farms’ 
Ltd). Steel Rd, Ararimu, RD 3, Drury. Part of Chamberlin covenant.



10 QED NATIONAL TRUST NEWSLETTER

The 5.5ha covenant is generally a 
tawa forest with mahoe, kanuka, 
mingimingi and rewarewa on the 
verges and some tall kohekohe, rimu 
and maire towards the centre. The 
remnant is a landmark viewed from 
many parts of Raglan township and 
complements the landscape of Mt 
Karioi.

11. FLADGATE, W R P & C D. Otur 
Road, R D 2, Otorohanga.
Situated on a 354ha sheep farm 
rising from the Waipa river to a 
fertile plateau, the 16.6ha covenant 
protects three areas of forest 
remnant. A number of magnificent 
dense mangeao stands remain in the 
gullies as well as some pukatea, 
rewarewa, pigeonwood and tawa.
One block is a gully system 
connecting with an existing Reserve. 
The areas have great landscape 
appeal, part of the skyline vista, and 
as stands of mangeao are possibly 
unique.

12. GASCOIGNE, G & D. Norwegian Rd, 
Roto-o-rangi, RD3, Cambridge.
The 1.35ha area covenanted is a 
small remnant of very old and tall 
tawa, titoki, rewarewa and pukatea 
in a gully towards the back of the

8. MCNAMARA FARMS WAIPIPI LTD. 
Creamery Rd, Waipipi, north of 
Waiuku.
One of a clutch of covenants in the 
Awhitu Ecological District southwest 
of Auckland, the 2ha area of bush 
abuts a 4ha scenic reserve. It 
contains a good variety of species 
with many puriri, tawa, rewarewa, 
kohekohe, kahikatea, miro, taraire, 
akeake and a few totara and rata.

WAIKATO DISTRICT
9. WHITTAKER, G L. Whittaker Rd, Te 

Pahu, R D 5, Hamiltion.
The 1.8ha covenant is on a 57ha 
dairy farm which also has a 
Clydesdale horse stud. The covenant 
features tall kahikatea along with 
totara, rimu, cabbage tree, lancewood 
and supplejacks. The roadside block 
is an important district feature and 
provides an attractive scenic vista 
from Whittaker Road.

10. FIELD, C R & H M (Moana-Roa 
Farms Ltd). Te Hutewai Rd, R D 2, 
Raglan.
Situated on a 173ha property 
overlooking Raglan Harbour and the 
Tasman Sea and backed by Mt 
Karioi, the farm has attractive coastal 
type forest between house and road.

Open westerly side of Field covenant.
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along the Aotea Harbour for some 
distance.
PEGG, J & M. Norwegian Rd, 
Roto-o-rangi, R D 3, Cambridge.
The 6.1ha covenant area is a wide 
valley of bush containing mangeao, 
tawa, pukatea, rimu and rewarewa 
on a sheep farm of rolling contour. 
The owners sought a covenant to 
protect the bush in perpetuity, 
thereby retaining the landscape vista 
and preventing clearing into pasture.

sheep and beef fattening property but 
highly visible from the road. The 
remnant is one of a number in the 
Waipa County that landowners wish 
to see protected for their landscape 
values.

13. AMOORE, D E & E M. Mangakino 
Rd, R D 1, Raglan.
Located in an area with few stands of 
native bush, the covenant protects a 
strip of bush in a shallow gully. Trees 
include tawa, miro, karaka, kahikatea, 
rewarewa, titoki, akeake with nikau 
and native passionfruit. Birdlife 
abounds, particularly tui, parakeet, 
grey warbler, banded rail, pheasant 
and pigeon. The bush is close to and 
easily seen from the busy 
Hamilton-Raglan highway and stands 
out in a locality that is predominantly 
pasture.

14. STEWART, J A & M A. Honikiwi, R 
D 3, Otorohanga.
One of the most conspicuous areas of 
forest remnant in the district, the 
6.5ha protected area is a compact 
remnant of tall forest with mangeao, 
pukatea, tawa, kamahi and some 
podocarps being the main species.
The bush is at the head of a gully on 
steepish ground, visible from 
Honikiwi Rd. The owners wish to 
protect the bush from clearing, 
prevent gully erosion and secure 
landscape views.

15. ALEXANDER, P B. Phillips Rd, 10km 
from Te Mata, western side of Aotea 
Harbour Headland.
A 3.06ha area of forest remnant 
contiguous to a previously covenanted 
area owned by Mr I Gilby, rising 
from the tidal Pakoka Stream. The 
area is covered in coastal type forest 
with kanuka and rewarewa 
predominating, but with some large 
kohekohe, tawa and tree fern in the 
deeper gullies. Rimu and totara are 
also present while birdlife is plentiful. 
The retention of this remnant 
provides a continuous belt of forest

16.

11
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»

Pegg covenant in rolling hillside.

17. GIBSON, P W & BASHFORD, K M. 
Puhoi Rd, Waiomu, north of Thames. 
The property is steep heavy clay 
country rising on one boundary from 
the Coast Road and on the other from 
the Waiomu Stream, with wide views 
over the Firth Thames to the 
Miranda coastline. The 2ha covenant 
protects a gully of mainly tanekaha 
and kauri with many tall kanuka as 
well as maire, rewarewa, coprosma, 
mahoe and puriri. The owners seek 
to protect the kauri in particular from 
logging and to preserve the landscape 
vista from the Coast Road.

BAY OF PLENTY DISTRICT
18. BARTON, P & REGNIER, C. Te 

Manu Rd, 7km west of Rotorua.
The covenant protects an additional 
lha of forest remnant on a property 
that already has a covenant on it. 
The whole property features tall and
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ancient podocarp, tawa forest with 
some rata, mangeao and pigeonwood. 
The area is rich in birdlife, especially 
pigeon, tui and bellbird. The owners 
wish to protect the bush from logging 
and land development and to retain 
habitat for flora and fauna.

19. MCALISTER, I S & L R. Kaitemako 
Rd, inland from Welcome Bay, 
Tauranga.
The 2.4ha covenanted area on a small 
farmlet is a typical scenic gully 
system of tall mamaku ferns, 
rewarewa, mahoe, rangiora, 
lancewood and fuschia. The area 
contains a striking waterfall and has 
abundant birdlife, particularly tui, 
bellbird and pigeon. The owners wish 
to protect the bush so that the river 
system and waterfall do not become 
disfigured, and to protect the 
abundant birdlife and the area’s 
overall landscape attractiveness.

GISBORNE DISTRICT
20. CORLETT, R S. Kiore Station, Kiore 

Rd, R D 1, Tolaga Bay.
16km inland from Tolaga Bay, the 
covenant protects a small area of 
bush near the homestead and 
contiguous with the Makaramea 
Scenic Reserve. The bush comprises 
mainly kahikatea, tawa, titoki, 
rewarewa and has excellent 
regeneration. Very few forest 
remnants remain on the cleared 
farmland in the area and the Corletts 
have been concerned about the 
amount of bush being cleared and 
land bought up by forestry 
companies.

21. A E ROSS TRUST. 6kms from SH38, 
Lake Waikaremoana.
7.94ha of forest remnant of large 
mature rimu and kahikatea that had 
been selectively milled 60-70 years 
previously. There are now numerous 
areas of young, very dense kahikatea 
and pukatea, while other species 
include rimu, tawa, titoki, ngaio, 
hinau and matai and many minor

Ross covenant from the east.

species. Birdlife includes pigeon, 
bellbird, tui, wax eye, fantail, grey 
warbler, morepork, quail and 
goldfinch.

HAWKES BAY DISTRICT
22. ROSS, K K B & P. Ohuka Rd, 7km 

north of Waiotapu-Wairoa via 
Waikaremoana Highway (SH38).
An 8.6ha area adjacent to the farm 
homestead containing bush that has 
never been cut apart from removal of 
windfall. The covenant contains tall 
rimu and tawa, plus titoki, ngaio, 
hinau, rewarewa, pukatea and 
kahikatea and several smaller species. 
Birdlife includes pigeon, quail, 
bellbird, swallow, tui, wax eye, ^ 
fantail, grey warbler, morepork and 
tomtit. The owners seek to 
permanently protect this area of 
natural beauty as a monument to 
what the surrounding area was like 
in pre-European times.

23. KETTLE, E B & A R. Mokototara, 
Waimarama Rd, 13km from Havelock 
North.
The covenant protects 7.1ha of forest 
remnant on a farm property. Two 
pieces of dense bush have been fenced 
for some years. The largest trees are 
ngaio and karaka, with smaller titoki, 
kahikatea and totara forming a strong 
understorey, and many sub species.
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River and road at eastern end of the Kettle covenant.

in the form of stalagmites and 
stalagtites.

25. PERRY, K R & J L (Otawhao Trust). 
Otawhao Station, Potters Rd, R D 1 
Woodville.
The covenant protects 65.9ha of 
forest remnant in 6 blocks. One area 
is in the Otawhao Stream bed and 
banks, adjacent to a county reserve 
(Pattison’s Bush), an area frequently 
used by picnic parties. The bush is 
lowland rain forest with matai, 
totara, tawa, rewarewa, titoki, hinau, 
kowhai, kahikatea and understorey 
shrubs.

24. MASON, A R & M P. Cave Farm, Te 
Uri Rd, south east of Ormondville. 
The covenant protects 8.1ha of forest 
remnant on a property bounded by 
the Maungapuaka River on the 
southern side, the bush being situated 
on the northern bank of the river.
The bush features many totara along 
with miro, matai, kahikatea, lacebark, 
kowhai, rimu, matipo, maire, ponga, 
ground ferns and seedling canopy 

i|p species. There are two caves in the 
bush, hence the name ‘Cave Farm’, 
as well as interesting limestone 
formations under overhanging cliffs

Perry covenant.
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very little of this forest type 
protected.

30. WARREN, J L. Limestone Rd, east of 
Apiti, SE of Mangaweka.
The 2.8ha covenanted area protects 
an interesting ecological feature 
associated with an area of beech 
forest — a limestone cave containing 
glow worms. A gorge beyond the cave 
features many varieties of ferns ai^t 
orchids growing on the damp shee^ 
walls. The gorge walk starts at a 
bend in the county road, passes under 
the road through the caves, where 
the gorge widens to 20 metres, then 
narrows to under 2 metres and 30 
metres deep; the route returns 
through beech forest with a dense 
fern understorey. The site is visited 
by a large number of people and by 
school parties from throughout the 
Manawatu region.

TARANAKI/WANGANUI
DISTRICTS
26. SMITH, HJ& PULLEY, R A.

Eltham Rd, R D 29, Kaponga.
A small but attractive l.lha area of 
native bush that is regenerating 
rapidly with a vigorous understorey 
of tree species and ferns. The bush is 
mainly tawa with some rewarewa, 
whiteywood, pukatea, mahoe and 
kamahi. There are few other small 
pockets of protected bush in the 
immediate district, so the covenant 
enhances the scenic values of the 
area.

27. COLLIER, K R. Kakatahi, north of 
Wanganui.
8.8ha of forest remnant on a hill 
country property bounded on the 
north east side by the Whangaehu 
River. The bush contains many large 
maire, kahikatea, rewarewa, tawa, 
totara and matai with a strong 
understorey of minor species. The 
owner intends to keep open for 
visitors a walking track that has been 
constructed through the bush. Mr 
Collier has previously covenanted an 
area alongside Lake Rotorangi near 
Eltham.

28. WILSON, A Q. Wilsons Rd, Sanson.
A large gully on a 458ha sheep and 
beef cattle farm is protected by 
covenant. The 16.24ha remnant is the 
only one in the district that is 
dominantly totara; it is also the 
largest bush stand in the district.

29. HOGAN, C G. Lethbridge Rd,
No 9 R D, Feilding.
The 3.8ha area is an attractive piece 
of bush containing numerous totara, 
some large but mainly young, a huge 
pukatea, as well as large matai, titoki, 
rimu, kahikatea, maire and 
whiteywood. The owner has had a 
lifetime interest in this piece of bush 
and does not wish to see it felled. 
Visible from the railway and the 
Halcombe Road, it is the largest patch 
of bush in an area where there is

Beech forest and understorey in Warren 
covenant.
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MANAWATU / WAIRARAPA 
DISTRICT
31. BERRY, C T & R A. “Falls”, R D 2, 

Pongaroa.
An attractive 2.7ha area of native 
bush containing a large variety of 
canopy and understorey species 
including lancewood, rewarewa, 
pigeonwood, kahikatea, pukatea (some 
large specimens), tawa, titoki, kowhai 
and others.
MAJOR, A J & A C. Strathearn, 
Matahiwi, west of Masterton.
The 3ha of bush is mainly on a south 
westerly face with a small area of 
kanuka on the western slope. On the 
ridge there are some old and large 
black beech, while other species 
include hinau, rewarewa, tawa, titoki, 
lacebark and pigeonwood. The bush 
was felled in the 1900s and for some 
years was grazed; since the area was 
fenced 7 years ago many canopy 
understorey seedlings have grown. 
The bush is a prominent feature on 
the skyline as viewed from Matahiwi 
Road.

33. IRVINE, J D. Millricks Line, Linton,
R D 4, Palmerston North.
A small isolated block on rolling 
foothill country adjacent to the 
Tararua Range. The 4ha bush is 
situated in two gullies and species 
present are rewarewa, kaikomako, 
titoki, lancewood, kahikatea, tawa, 
hinau, ponga and nikau with some 
understorey of kawakawa, coprosma 
and ferns. The bush was cut over 
many years ago and the largest trees 
removed. Many medium sized trees 
remain and there is ample evidence of 
seedling regeneration of both canopy 
and understorey species to ensure an 
attractive stand of forest worthy of 
protection.

34. RIDDELL, K E & B A. Coast Rd,
R D, Pongaroa.
A small but well preserved remnant 
of podocaip forest with some fairly 
large specimens present, the 4.3ha 
covenant is one of the most accessible 
areas of bush in the district. The 
bush is in a relatively sheltered valley 
and contains some large totara and

Major covenant viewed from Matahiwi Road.
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fringes. Understorey includes nikau, 
kawakawa, hebes, putaputaweta, 
lance'wood, fivefinger, hinau and 
whiteywood. Fauna includes weka, 
fantail, pigeon, morepork, rifleman, 
penguin, weta and gecko.

38. CAMERON, B A. Waimea West - 
Brightwater highway.
5ha of forest remnant of titoki

kanuka, as well as matai, kowhai, 
rata, hinau, ponga, ground ferns, 
matipo, red and black lacebark.

WELLINGTON DISTRICT
35. GLOVER, J D. Hill Rd, Pauatahanui. 

The covenant protects 2.5ha of cut 
over broadleaf coastal remnant, the 
dominant species being tawa and 
kohekohe and some totara. At times a 
large number of wood pigeon feed in 
the bush, one of the few surviving 
remnants in the area.

:kowhai, matai and maire within ai^ 
open park-like setting. A covenant^® 
been placed over the whole title
(14.13ha) to protect the bush for the 
life of the native trees, to be reviewed 
after 60 years to ensure that the 
original purpose of the covenant is 
still valid. The property is very 
scenic, visible from the main 
Brightwater-Waimea West highway.

CANTERBURY DISTRICT
39. CRAIGMORE FARMING CO, (Sir 

Peter & Lady Elworthy). Craigmore 
Valley Rd, R D 2, Timaru.
The second covenanted area on this 
property, some striking limestone 
strata and outcrops with sink-holes 
and caves already being protected. 
The 85ha covenant encompasses a 
permanent pasture area, dominated 
by parallel escarpments with most 
striking rock forms on the ridges, the 
valley floor projecting towards a 
striking view of the Mt Cook and 
Sefton massif. A

40. HODGEN, M R & J K. Pyramid 
Valley, near Waikari.
An extension of a covenant protecting 
the Pyramid Valley Moa Swamp, the 
most important such swamp known 
to exist. Studies of the remains of 
moa and other birds, and of the 
deposits in which they occur in the 
swamp, have provided much new 
information on the taxonomy, diet, 
habits and environment of the moa. 
The second 3.4ha covenant 
incorporates the area contiguous with 
the swamp and includes rock 
formations and a cave with Maori 
rock drawings.

NELSON DISTRICT
36. LOUGHREY, A R & CORCORAN J 

D. North of Woodstock Junction on 
Motueka-Tapawera highway.
A small 1.15ha remnant being part of 
a very fine stand of forest of large 
rimu, matai and beech already 
protected by covenant by Emmaus 
Farms Ltd. Very few areas of forest of 
this kind remain, especially so close 
to a main highway.

37. WALLS, J Y. Port Hardy, D’Urville 
Island.
A whole title covenant over 36.8ha, 
the land comprises a peninsula with 
a beach on both sides, a permanently 
flowing stream and the catchment of 
another intermittent stream. The 
land rises to 230m above sea level 
with two forest types: broadleaf, 
dominated by kohekohe along creek 
lines, and black and red beech on the

Part of Walls covenant, D’Urville Island.
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Striking rock formations on the Elworthy covenant.

Rock formations on the Hodgen Pyramid Valley covenant.
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41. KEMP, D & G, (Whiterocks Farm). 
Okahau Point, Katiki.
This covenant protects 0.43ha on a 
small headland 2km north of Katiki 
lighthouse, an area used in recent 
seasons as nesting sites for 
yellow-eyed penguins (see article in 
previous Trust newsletter No 16).

SOUTHLAND DISTRICT
42. SOUTHLAND CATCHMENT 

BOARD. Tidal zone of Mataura River 
Valley.
The llha covenanted area is part of 
flat land in the tidal zone of the lower 
Mataura River Valley. The forest 
remnant is dominated by silver beech, 
totara and pokaka, with smaller rimu, 
broadleaf, neopanax and other minor 
species. With regeneration strong, the 
Catchment Board wishes to protect 
the bush in perpetuity and enhance 
the landscape.

43. SQUIRES, J W & D C. ‘Greenhills’, 
7km north west of Bluff.
The 24.0ha covenanted area is on a 
coastal property just 1km from 
Foveaux Strait. The large area of 
native bush is dominated by many 
large miro, southern rata, kamahi and 
rimu, with some totara and broadleaf 
and numerous minor species notably 
red mapou and pittosporum. A good 
range of native bush birds includes 
pigeon, tui, brown creeper, bellbird, 
fantail, grey warbler and heron. The 
owners wish to protect the bush in 
perpetuity and so provide a 
permanent reserve for wildlife.

44. BASHFORD, J R. Progress Valley,
R D, Tokanui. The covenant protects 
51.7ha of lowland podocarp forest 
situated in possibly the best rural 
landscape in Southland County. The 
bush adjoins the Catlins Scenic 
Reserve on two sides, is dominated by 
large mature rimu and is well 
populated with a full range of native 
bush birds peculiar to the area. The 
owner has covenanted to protect and

The Bashford covenant, Progress Valley.

maintain open space values of the 
land, protect native flora and fauna, 
and preserve the natural scenic 
values of the land from Progress 
Valley Road.

45. KING, C G. Ariki Avenue, Otatara. 
The covenant protects 0.97ha of 
podocarp forest on a residential 
property in Otatara, a dormitory and 
residential suburb of Invercargill city 
and noted for its native bush 
remnants. Kahikatea and totara are 
the dominant species, and since the 
owner purchased the property in 1975 
he has enriched the flora with many 
plantings of native forest species, 
especially young rimu. As in 
adjoining bush areas, there is a rich 
native bird population, particularly^, 
tui, pigeon and bellbird.

46. CROWTHER, G S & B. Marama 
Avenue, Otatara.
A small 0.41ha area of an Otatara 
residential property in solid native 
bush except for narrow access 
driveway and residence. A typical 
range of tree, shrub and fern species 
for the area includes matai, miro, 
kamahi, totara, rimu, pokaka, red 
matipo and tree fern, with good 
regeneration and abundant bird life. 
Concerned for the long term security 
of their bush, the owners have sought 
an open space covenant to prevent 
more bush being lost to possible 
future sub-division and building sites.
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Manganuioteao Protected
o n March 7 Peter Dunne, Under 

Secretary for Environment, 
announced that a National Water 

Conservation Order protecting the 
Manganuioteao River had been confirmed 
by the Government.
^Shrough bush, farmland, deep 

i^P^essible gorges, the Manganuioteao 
flows 80km from Mt Ruapehu to join the 
Wanganui River 11km upstream from 
Pipiriki. The third largest tributary of the 
Wanganui River, the Manganuioteao is the 
last major river system in the central 
North Island plateau unharnessed for 
hydro power development.

Providing a natural, unspoiled corridor 
between the Tongariro National Park and 
Whanganui National Park, the 
Manganuioteao is of outstanding scenic 
and recreational value, easily accessible to 
the public for 35-40 kms for water based 
recreation. The river is also important as 
a wildlife habitat. The liberation of 
rainbow and brown trout in 1903 has 
provided excellent sport over the years. 
The turbulent rapids and riffles are the 
essential habitat of the rare Blue Duck or 
whio, one of only four species of torrent 
duck in the world, and also found in the 
Motu River.

.- Aptection of the river is the 
cHrination of many years of effort by a 
number of organisations, including the 
National Trust, who worked hard to 
ensure that the river remained unspoilt.
In 1978 the Wanganui-Rangitikei Electric 
Power Board put up proposals to build 
two dams on the Manganuioteao which, if 
the plan had been carried out, would have 
changed the pristine natural qualities of 
the middle part of the river. Local 
conservation interests in Ohakune/Raetihi 
launched a public petition to save the 
river from hydro development. More than 
5400 signed the petition which was 
presented to Parliament in 1979. 
Parliament’s Lands and Agricultural 
Committee in 1980 only referred the

petition to Government “for 
consideration”, recommending that the 
petitioners should seek to achieve their 
objectives through the provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act.

In June 1980 the Wanganui-Rangitikei 
Electric Power Board shelved their 
feasibility study for dams on the 
Manganuioteao until Government once 
again favoured such developments and 
made design and construction grants 
available. But three months later the 
Power Board decided to proceed without 
government assistance. So in October 
1980 the National Trust applied to the 
National Water and Soil Conservation 
Authority asking the Authority to use its 
power under Section 14 (3) (a) to fix a 
minimum acceptable water flow at a level 
equal to the natural flow regime of the 
Manganuioteao. The matter was referred 
by the Authority to the 
Rangitikei-Wanganui Catchment Authority 
and in July 1981 special public hearings 
were held at Marton by the Regional 
Water Board. The Trust’s case, presented 
by the then chairman Sir Thaddeus 
McCarthy, was supported by a number of 
government departments, agencies and 
recreational bodies.

At a full hearing the board 
recommended that for a period of 5 years 
the minimum acceptable flow for the 
Manganuioteao from the source to its 
confluence with the Wanganui River, and 
some of its tributaries, be fixed at 90% of 
the existing or remaining natural flows. In 
August 1982 the National Water and Soil 
Authority confirmed that 
recommendation. Protection of the river 
was thus secured for at least five years.

In December 1986 the former Wildlife 
Service of the Department of Internal 
Affairs made an application through the 
Minister of Internal Affairs to the 
Minister of Works and Development for a 
National Water Conservation Order over 
the Manganuioteao and its tributaries.
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A view of the Manganuioteao, the only wild river flowing off the Ruapehu-Tongariro 
area that has not been dammed or diverted.

committee’s report which had concluded 
that the river and four major tributaries

The application sought to preserve the 
river in its natural state so that its
outstanding recreational and scenic values had outstanding features that merited 
were protected; it also sought a protection by a National Water
prohibition on any further removal of Conservation Order. It is this draft 
water from the main river and tributaries, conservation order that has been ^ 
and on construction of any dams to divert confirmed by the Government. The or^| 
its waters. preserves the upper reaches of the

The Minister of Works and Manganuioteao and its major tributaries
Development referred the application to like the Mangaturuturu and the Makatote 
the National Water and Soil Conservation in their natural state, complementing the 
Authority for a recommendation. A protection afforded the land adjacent to
committee of the Authority inspected the these tributaries in Tongariro National 
area, called for submissions and held a Park. The remainder of the nver, the
public hearing in November 1987. The Orautoha Stream and the lower
National Trust made a further submission Waimarino Stream are given a high level 
and presented its views informally to of protection: no water rights for
members of the committee who attended damming or hydroelectric power 
the hearing. And in March 1988 the development will be permitted although
National Water and Soil Conservation some water is potentially available tor 
Authority resolved to adopt its irrigation.
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Covenantor Questionaire
Last year, as part of the Trust’s 

corporate planning exercise, a 
questionaire was sent out to 250 

landowners who had a registered open 
space covenant. The questionaire sought 
some basic research information from 
wjjch the Trust could assess its activities 
-^^hether we are adequately servicing 
our clients, ho^ we attracted them and 
how best to attract new clients. Just 
under 200 covenantors replied and some of 
the collated responses are outlined below:

QUESTION: How did you learn about 
the Trust and open space covenants?

The majority of replies indicated 
newspaper/magazine articles and 
advertising as the main avenue for 
learning about the Trust and its activities. 
Trust regional representatives and other 
covenantors were the other two most 
important sources.

QUESTION: Have any aspects of the 
covenanting procedure caused concern?

The time taken to achieve registration 
of a covenant was the area most singled 
out for comment (29 responses) while 
surveying was also deemed unduly 
time-consuming. Mention was also made 
that the Trust was not able to deal with 

problems as obtaining rating relief. 
(^Rr perceived problems included: 
prospective or new owners wary of 
covenant; value of property decreased once 
covenanted; fencing grant insufficent in 
current economic climate; 
advantages/disadvantages of covenanting 
not adequately explained; lack of 
knowledge of Trust by councils, lawyers; 
confusing legal processes.

Covenanting can be a lengthy process 
involving as it does an intricate interplay 
of individuals and agencies executing 
documentation, fencing, survey definition, 
mortgagee consent, registration on the 
title etc. The Trust has streamlined its 
internal procedures as much as possible to 
facilitate the process and a recent

investigation by a management consultant 
showed that only about 15% of the work 
and time for a typical covenant is within 
the Trust’s control.

QUESTION: Have you obtained rating 
relief for your covenanted area?

Some 92 covenantors had obtained 
rating relief, 85 said they had not. Seventy 
respondents were satisfied with the 
amount of rating relief given (if any) while 
55 were not satisfied.

QUESTION: What do you think are the 
Trust’s major sources of funding?

Most of those surveyed believed the 
Government was the major source of 
funding while almost half thought gifts 
and bequests were a significant source of 
income.

Trust income for the financial years 
ended 31 March 1987 and 1988 was as 
follows:
1987:

$
Government grant 
Subsidy on donations 
Interest received 
Members subscriptions 
Rent received 
Entrance fees

324,000
436,364
165,746

9,985
19,285
11,315

Total income 966,695

1988:
$

Government grant 
Subsidy on donations 
Interest received 
Members subscriptions 
Revegetation Manual 
Rent received 
Entrance fees
School Covenant Project grant 
Government Stock premium

435,011
(50,000)
167,309

9,555
676

30,282
17,639
40,000
61,550

Total income 712,022
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QUESTION: Would technical data 
sheets on managing covenanted areas be 
useful?

Responses indicated that many 
landowners would appreciate practical 
information on revegetation, weed control, 
shelter for forest remnants, pest control, 
fencing, track making and maintenance, 
how to encourage birdlife in covenanted 
areas, fire prevention, and other topics^.

In answer to this need and in respcw^ 
to many other requests from individuals 
and organisations seeking advice, the 
National Trust is planning to publish at 
the end of the year a practical manual 
promoting integrated long term 
management of forest remnants and other 
natural areas. Based on the style of the 
now out-of-print ‘Revegetation Manual’, 
the new publication will include 
information on many of the topics 
previously mentioned.

QUESTION: Do you believe Government 
has an obligation to fund the Trust?

172 replies said the Government does 
have a responsibility to fund the Trust 
since habitat protection is vital to New 
Zealand’s future well-being, and the 
Government is supposed to be the 
ultimate guardian of the land for all 
people. Only 16 replies said there should 
be no State funding.

QUESTION: If Government should not 
fund the Trust, who should?

Of those who felt the Govenment 
should not fund the Trust, 14 indicated 
corporate/private funding should do so 
while 7 felt Trust members should finance 
Trust work. Other suggestions included 
taxes on farming and exotic forest land 
use.

QUESTION: While the Trust cannot 
afford to purchase land to ensure 
protection, should it be involved in such 
purchases anyway?

Over 100 responses said the Trust 
should purchase property, but only if 
sufficient financial resources were 
available and it did not put pressure on 
covenanting work. 73 replies were opposed 
to Trust purchase, many seeing purchase 
of land as being a reponsibility of the 
Department of Conservation.

GENETIC
PURITY

t the February 1989 Board 
L\ meeting directors reviewed a 

XX paper on genetic pollution,QUESTION: Do you read the 
newsletter and is it relevant?

Only three responses to this question 
were in the negative. Information about 
new covenants was singled out as being of 
most interest in each newsletter and 
suggestions for other topics worth 
covering included: explanations about why 
particular covenants were approved; 
updated annual regional maps on location 
of covenants; articles by covenantors 
about their covenants; advice on covenant 
management; financial information about 
the Trust.

We hope that future newsletters can 
take on board many of the suggestions 
received via the questionnaire.

presented by the Trust Landscape 
Architect, Tim Porteous. Subsequently the 
Board resolved that the National Trust 
should adopt as policy the practice and 
promotion of revegetation and planting 
practices that use genetically appropriate 
plant materials to avoid the problem of 
genetic pollution.

A plant species is not necessarily 
uniform throughout its geographical 
range, some variations between plants of 
the same species arising from 
environmental factors. Such 
environmentally induced variations are of 
a temporary nature, and if plants 
exhibiting this type of variation are grown
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together under identical conditions, they 
will exhibit the same forms. However 
genetic variations between plants of the 
same species continue to be expressed 
even when the differing plants are grown 
together under identical conditions; 
parental stock sharing the same genetic 
character pass it on to their offspring 
when they are crossed.
^Hiere are three main causes of genetic 
I^Btion:

Planting species outside their natural 
geographic range. Many New Zealand 
plants have distinct geographical 
distributions related to altitude, 
latitude and other factors. When 
species are planted outside their 
natural range and start to reproduce 
themselves, geographic distributional 
patterns become meaningless. 
Planting species within their natural 
geographic range but in unnatural 
habitats. Not only can plants outside 
their natural habitats look unnatural 
but ecological studies can be confused 
by planting on abnormal sites eg 
coastal or mountain flax is frequently 
planted in damp habitats better 
suited to swamp flax.
Planting species appropriate to their 
geographic range and natural habitats 
but not of a local race. New Zealand

native plants exhibit a wide range of 
characteristics throughout their 
geographic range. Many of these 
characteristics are determined 
genetically eg kowhai from the Bay of 
Islands, Wanganui River and 
Canterbury Plains’ when raised in 
common conditions, exhibit markedly 
different characteristics.

To overcome problems of genetic 
pollution, when planting in areas of forest 
or scrub remnants plants species should1. be:
• native to the surrounding district
• already present in, or known to be 

present in, the proposed planting area
• planted in ecologically appropriate 

places
Seeds, cuttings or young plants should 

be obtained from the same patch of 
vegetation or the same catchment as the 
planting site. Obviously there must be an 
element of flexibility as some sites would 
not permit some of these guidelines to be 
met.

2.

While acknowledging the practical 
difficulties that can arise in obtaining 
genetically appropriate plant species, the 
National Trust hopes that highlighting the 
problem will lead to a greater public 
awareness of the threats posed by 
incorrect planting practices.

3.

Changes and Activities
Public Affairs Officer

M ax Simmons has joined the 
Trust as Public Affairs Officer, 
responsible for publicity, public 

relations and publications. Max comes to 
the Trust with a background in 
broadcasting and arts administration. He 
was formerly employed by Radio New 
Zealand, working in the marketing/public

affairs sections of RNZ’s Wellington head 
office. From 1977 to 1982 he worked for 
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
co-ordinating rehearsal, concert and 
touring arrangements, and previously had 
spent four years doing publicity work and 
tour management with the New Zealand 
Ballet Company.
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In a formal farewell at the November 
Board meeting, Chairman Sir Peter 
Elworthy paid a warm tribute to Ken for 
his work for the Trust, for his expertise in 
property matters, his strong personal 
integrity and his deep affection and 
commitment to people associated with the 
Trust. Ken’s wealth of knowledge and 
expertise in property management and 
gifts and bequests will not be lost to the 
Trust as he has been retained to act ii^H 
active advisory capacity on such matt^^

Max Simmons

Ken Davidson 

Retires

A t Christmas the Trust’s Special 
Adviser Ken Davidson retired 
after seven years with the Trust.

Ken was the Trust’s first regional 
representative, then known as a 
“correspondent”, based in Wanganui and 
responsible for the whole lower half of the 
North Island. On the death of Trust 
Manager Lloyd White the then Chairman 
Sir Thaddeus McCarthy asked Ken to 
move to Wellington as his assistant. Ken 
continued in that role under the 
chairmanship of the Hon. Les Gandar 
until the appointment of Dr Alan 
Edmonds as Trust Manager. Ken was 
then appointed Special Adviser in which 
capacity he has achieved some notable 
successes in the acquisition of property 
for protection and in his complex, often 
lengthy discussions and negotiations with Life 
landowners wishing to bequeath their 
properties and estates in whole or in part 
to the National Trust.

Ken Davidson

Membership
Subscriptions

D ue to increased costs, the Trust 
Board at its February meeting 
approved new subscription rates 

to apply from 1 April 1989. The new rates 
are as follows:
Individual 
Junior 
Family

$22.00 
$11.00 
$33.00 

$550.00
Corporate — special (societies, voluntary 
organisations, schools)
Corporate — business

$33.00 
On application
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Accounts Officer Kauri Point Centennial Park on 
Auckland’s North Shore. Comprising some 
24 ha of pine and regenerating kauri 
forest, Kauri Point is the most prominent 
tree-clad headland on the Waitemata 
Harbour. The valuable scenic headland 
has been purchased by the Birkenhead 
City Council with a major financial 
contribution by the National Trust. Kauri 
Point will be protected by an open space 
covenant.

The second ceremony will formally 
mark the protection by an open space 
covenant of the Clay Cliffs, 10 km west of 
Omarama, on the fringe of the MacKenzie 
Country. The cliffs are a spectacular 
natural example of “badland” erosion, 
resulting in high, steep, pinnacles and 
columns, sharp-sided ridges and ravines.

Futher details in next newsletter.

Mrs Ruth James joined the Trust in 
March last year as the Accounts Officer. 
Ruth had previously worked for many 
years for youth organisations and is still 
actively involved in community work. As 
well as tidy ledgers, Ruth’s interests 
include gardening and the outdoor life.

Ruth James

iftnours List
Trust Board member Jennifer Seddon was 
honoured in the New Year’s Honours List 
with the awarding of a Queen’s Service 
Medal for her community work.

April
Celebrations
I n April the Trust will be involved in 

two official opening ceremonies. The 
first involves the official opening of Clay Cliffs, Omarama.
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The Fladgate Covenant
the property on a summer’s day involves 
a change of climatic zones as the generally 
windless humidity of the lowlands is 
exchanged for clear, clean air of the high 
country — all within a drive of about two 
kilometres.

The covenant protects three areas 
bush. One area of 4.5 hectares lies at tne^ 
very end of Oturu Road and has a good 
variety of trees including tawa, pukatea 
and mangeao. It is a conspicuous 
landmark from many parts of the Waikato 
basin and acts as a substantial windbreak 
for a shed used by the Fladgates to breed 
up to 3500 fitches each year.

Covering 8.6 hectares, the second area 
of bush covers a wide valley system. This 
area is predominantly tall mangeao with 
some tawa and pukatea. It is valuable as

■ ^ ierre and Bobbie Fladgate 
1—^ approached the Queen Elizabeth II 

.A. National Trust in 1985 to protect
three areas of forest on their 350 hectare 
farm at the top of Oturu Road in the 
Rangiatea District, east of Otorohanga. An 
open space covenant was considered an 
appropriate means of protecting some 
magnificent, dense mangeao stands.

Much of the property on which the 
bush remnants survive is fertile plateau 
land located at about 330 metres above 
sea level, above the Waipa River on one 
side and the whole spread of the southern 
Waikato basin on the other. The views 
from the homestead and much of the farm 
are wide and varied, and often exciting, 
depending on the time of day and 
prevailing weather conditions. To arrive at

One of the mangaeo stands in the Fladgate covenant.



protection for the gully system and also Trust’s fencing grant and a contribution 
provides considerable shelter for stock. from the Fladgates, enabled the project to 

The third area adjoins a scenic reserve come to fruition, 
and as such extends the protection of the That the Fladgates persisted with the 
forests above the Waipa River. This area protection of the bush through financially
is visible from the Otewa Road. insecure times is indicative of their

three areas are valuable forest determination to see these last remnants
reKants worthy of protection. Due to the of New Zealand’s heritage preserved 
rural economic downturn the Fladgates forever. Today the benefits are starting to
could not afford to proceed with the show, with young seedlings and ferns
fencing of the blocks for nearly two years. rapidly covering the recently bare forest 
Eventually Waipa County rescued the floor. Healthy regeneration is under way,
situation by allowing their PEP fencing regeneration which should ensure that 
gang to provide some of the fencing this forest will remain for future
labour. This effort, in addition to the generations to enjoy.
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Queen Elizabeth II National Trust 

Board April 1989
CHAIRMAN
Sir Peter Elworthy of Timaru 
DIRECTORS
Mr Rei Bailey of Wanganui.
NZ Maori Council representative

Mr Arthur Cowan MBE of Otorohanga. 
Elected by Trust members

Mr Hamish Ensor of Methven. 
Federated Farmers representative

Mr Ken Macdonald of Whakatane. 
Federated Farmers representative

Dr Brian Molloy of Christchurch.
Elected by Trust members

Mrs Margaret Mortimer of Frankton. 
Countries Association representative

Mrs Jennifer Seddon of Tauranga. 
Appointed by the Minister of Conservation

Ms Marilyn Waring of Wellsford. 
Appointed by the Minister of Conservation

Regional Representatives 

April 1989 %

J
NORTHLAND 
Mr Fenton Hamlin
Attunga Ridge 
RD 1, Tangiteroria 
Northland 
Tel: (0884) 5315

GISBORNE 
Mr Richard White
14 Seymour Road 
Gisborne
Tel: (079) 88 269 Home 

(079) 82 119 Work

AUCKLAND 
Mr Walter Willis
10 First Avenue 
Stanley Point 
Auckland 
Tel: (09) 453 595

MANAWATU/HAWKES BAY/ 
N WAIRARAPA
Mr Eddie Suckling
8 Wikiriwhi Crescent 
Palmerston North 
Tel: (063) 75 729

OTAGO
Mr Ian Williamson
32 McKenzie Drive 
Twizel
Tel: (05620) 595

WAIKATO/BAY OF PLENTY 
Mr Stuart Chambers
649 River Road
Hamilton
Tel: (071) 559 939

NELSON/MARLBOROUGH 
Mr Martin Conway 
Palmers Road 
RD, Brightwater 
Nelson
Tel: (054) 23 712

4
!

SOUTHLAND
CANTERBURY 
Appointment pending

Mr Roger Sutton
16 Vogel St 
Invercargill 
Tel: (021) 57 810
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