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NEW LOOK – INTRODUCING OUR NEW LOGO AND WEBSITE

We are very pleased to introduce our 
new logo and new website. 
We are proud of our history, and the work we have done with 
land owners over the past 40 years, and we are excited to be 
taking this next step into the future of QEII National Trust with 
a new look and new website.

NEW LOOK, 
SAME QEII
introducing our new logo and website

Our new logo keeps our name, and you will 
notice, now comes accompanied with a 
new statement that embodies our essence: 
“Forever Protected” alongside “Ngā Kairauhi 
Papa” (meaning protectors/carers of the land) 
wherever it is seen. You will start to see our logo 
on Regional Reps’ cars, their uniforms and on 
new covenant gate signs soon. Watch this space!

This new website and branding has been the 
culmination of a lot of work by our board, head 
office and regional reps. When we undertook 
the project to refresh our image, we wanted 
to bring our image more in line with the work 
we do – we are the most efficient private 
land protection agency. We felt we needed a 
more modern, engaging look and feel for QEII 
National Trust as we look to raise our profile 
amongst those New Zealanders who may be 
unaware of the great work we do to support 
our covenantors to protect biodiversity and 
natural heritage on private land. 

We are really excited about our new website, 
and hope you enjoy it as much as we do. 
We launched the new site in April. It has all 
the same really useful information you are 
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accustomed to finding on our old website, 
but hopefully a little easier to find! We have 
changed our web address to simply QEII 
National Trust .org.nz. our old address (www.
openspace.org.nz) will automatically redirect 
you to the new site. In line with this, we have 
changed our email addresses to be name@
qeii.org.nz - you will still be able to use our old 
addresses to send messages to us, but the 
response will come from the new address. 

You will be able to easily find the contact 
details for your local regional rep, and up 
to date information about managing your 
covenant. We will have regular updates on 
the work that we’re doing around the country 
to grow protection on private land and other 
stories of interest as they come up. Our new 
website also lets people sign up to become a 
member of QEII National Trust online. The new 
site also makes it easier for people to make 
donations to help support our important work. 

We now have the ability to run online 
fundraising for conservation and stewardship 
work in privately owned land. We will be able to 
promote specific fundraising activities similar to 
other fundraising sites like ‘Give a little’. And you 
will still find all the information you need to help 
manage your covenant!

Through our ‘places to visit’ feature on the 
site, we are trying to encourage people to 
experience, appreciate and respect New 
Zealand’s diverse heritage. One way that we 
do this is by promoting public access to land 
we own ourselves and, wherever possible, 
also promote access to land protected by 
our covenantors. We think this is a great way 
to raise awareness about the work you, our 
members, do to protect biodiversity and 
cultural heritage on private land. We all know 
about the beautiful scenery and conservation 
values of our National Parks and other walks 
and areas that the Department of Conservation 
protects and promotes, but this is a great 
opportunity to highlight the wonderful privately 
protected areas that are available for the 
public to enjoy. 

Please take a look around the website, we 
think it’s full of great features to make finding 
the information you need easier, and more 
enjoyable! We hope you enjoy your time on 
our site and find it easy to use.

www.qeiinationaltrust.org.nz 

If you have public access on your protected land and would 
like to promote it to the public through our website, please 
let us know and we’ll add it in (info@qeii.org.nz)

Image caption: the 
new QEII logo and 
gate sign, taking 
pride of place at 
Glenfern Sanctuary 
gate on Aotea Great 
Barrier Island, one of 
the first new signs to 
be put in place.



SUPREME COURT – DEFENDING PROTECTED LAND

The original land owner decided to put a 400 
hectare block of land under an open space 
covenant, aside from an area which could 
be set aside for a house.  This is a beautiful 
block of land that could have high economic 
value if it could be subdivided. It is situated 
near Tairua, on the Coromandel Peninsula, 
between Pauanui and Hot Water Beach.

Covenants are protected for the benefit of 
current and future generations. Covenants 
come about because of the vision of the 
original owner who loves the land and wants 
to protect it. Protected private land is a huge 
legacy to the country, and is a legacy that we 
will fight to defend. 

Covenants are intended to maintain and 
enhance natural spaces and to prevent 
activities like housing development or forest 
clearance, and at QEII, it is our job to protect 
covenanted land. In this court case, we are 
vigorously defending the intentions of the 
original land owner against a new owner who 
is trying to break that protection.  We are doing 
this because activities like this go directly 
against the intentions of the original land 
owner who wanted to protect the land. 

By trying to overturn this covenant, Green 
Growth is putting short term economic gain 
above the long-term vision of the original 
landowner who wanted to protect the land for 
future generations.

Defending covenants and fighting for 
protection to remain over covenanted land 
is core business for QEII National Trust. We 
are making it a priority to fight cases like this, 
despite the time, money and other scarce 
QEII National Trust resources that it takes. We 
know that the value of protected land  makes 
it vital that we defend covenants as well as 
continuing the important work we are doing to 
help land owners protect open space around 
the country.

The Supreme Court is the last court of appeal 
for a dispute to be heard in New Zealand.  
The legal protection we offer has now been 
scrutinized by judges from the High Court, 
Court of Appeal and now the Supreme Court.  
This has been slightly nerve wracking but also 
totally enthralling from another perspective.  
It has provided us with tremendous learning 
opportunities to develop and improve the legal 
protection we offer to our covenantors.    

We are hoping to hear the Supreme Court 
ruling in the coming months. We will provide 
an update on our website and in the next 
edition of Open Space. 

Defending protected land in NZs highest Court
We were in the Supreme Court in February this year defending 
the intentions of the original landowner to protect 400 ha of 
Coromandel forest land forever, against someone who wishes to 
overturn covenant protection to develop a property for commercial 
purposes. Green Growth No 2 Limited, the current owner, is 
challenging the validity of covenant registered on a property in the 
Coromandel in 1997. Both the High Court and Court of Appeal have 
previously agreed that the covenant is valid and cannot be broken 
to develop the land. 
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CONSERVATION ON MAHU WHENUA 

CONSERVATION 
ON MAHU 
WHENUA 
CREATES A BUZZ

the honey is telling the conservation story
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MAHU WHENUA – THE HONEY IS TELLING THE CONSERVATION STORY

Nature has been making a rapid 
comeback on the 53,000 ha Mahu 
Whenua covenants in the South Island 
high country in recent years and honey 
producer Peter Ward’s bees have been 
there to record the changes.

Peter’s family have been collecting honey 
for more than 50 years from the Motatapu 
Station, which lies between Queenstown and 
Wanaka and is now part of the Mahu Whenua 
property owned by Soho Property Ltd.

Soho Property, through its property manager 
Russell Hamilton, has been restoring the 
natural values of Mahu Whenua – te reo for 
healing the land – for several years. In 2015 
Soho Properties placed QEII National Trust 
covenants on 95 percent of the property, 
amounting to 53,000 ha, or almost the same 
area as the combined Abel Tasman and 
Paparoa national parks.

Since Hamilton removed sheep from most 
of the Motatapu property over recent years, 
mānuka honey has reappeared for the first 
time in several decades, says Peter, of Hawea-
based Alpine Honey Specialties.

“The mānuka that had been burned off that 
country 30 or 40 years ago has been re-
establishing over the last four years. From 
about three years ago, we started noticing 
the honey we were taking off the property 
included a medium level of mānuka.”

The speed at which mānuka has re-established 
has astonished Peter. Five years ago, pollen 
counts of the honey showed mānuka made 
up about two to three percent of the honey 
collected from Peter’s hives, which cover a 
couple of thousand hectares of the property. 
Three years ago that rose to 25 percent and 
now the level is around 60 percent.

“We’re amazed how fast the hills are re-
establishing in mānuka, it’s really surprised all 
of us. As soon as the sheep are removed off 
the big hill faces that are quite close to where 
our hives are, it quickly re-establishes. There 
must have been a substantial amount of seed 
that had remained in the soil after the mānuka 
was cleared decades ago.”

Extreme weather conditions over the last 
two summers have also helped increase the 
proportion of mānuka in the honey. Peter says 
the latest summer was probably the driest in 50 
years, following one of the windiest summers 
for half a century in the previous year.

Clover flowers only lasted a couple of weeks 
this summer before being burned off by the 
dry conditions, while the relatively deep-
rooted mānuka was much hardier. In the windy 
conditions the previous summer it was easier for 
bees to collect nectar from relatively sheltered 
mānuka bushes than on the exposed clover.

Mānuka honey is highly valued in New 
Zealand and export markets for its health and 
medicinal benefits and the purest honey can 
retail for $100 and upwards for 250 grams in 
New Zealand compared with around $6 for 
clover honey.
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Peter believes the high prices paid for mānuka 
honey provide an incentive for landowners 
wanting to restore areas to a natural state. “Up 
until now it’s just almost been a one way street 
of just pouring money into land restoration 
but with manuka plantings this provides an 
opportunity of self-funding it, I think that is 
quite exciting for QEII convenantors ,” he says.

Other native species are also showing up in 
Mahu Whenua honeys, reflecting the planting 
being done. In spring, nectar from cabbage 
trees and kōwhai in particular is also showing up 
in the nectar and pollen the bees are collecting.

In the previous decades, the honey produced 
by Peter’s bees reflected the ongoing 
development by Motatapu’s previous owners. 
Mānuka was present in the honey in the 
early days along with taramea (speargrass), 
matagouri and some clover. As development 
progressed on the property and fertilisers 
became more commonly used, mānuka 
disappeared and clover became more 
dominant in the valley where hives were placed.

When subsidies for land development were 
introduced under the Muldoon government 

in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the use of 
fertilisers exploded. “For weeks on end, planes 
would be flying into the valley carrying fertiliser 
– hundreds of tonnes would have gone on and
a lot of clover seed was sown. Looking around 
the hills at Christmas and New Year, you would 
have thought it had snowed, it was just so 
white with clover, it was unbelievable.”

Production from hives jumped from 35kg 
to around 60 kg per hive of white clover 
honey as tussock was replaced by a highly 
dominant clover-based pasture. However, as 
the clover used up micronutrients in the soil, 
the dominance of clover diminished and the 
proportion of introduced pasture grasses rose, 
along with hieracium weed. Honey production 
fell to former levels around 30 to 35 kg per hive.

Today conservation of most of the former 
Motatapu station and its three neighbouring 
properties points the way to an exciting future 
for Mahu Whenua. “We hugely appreciate the 
relationship we’ve had with Mahu Whenua and 
it’s been a real pleasure working with Russell 
and the team in partnership with Mutt and his 
vision. We really applaud what they’re doing,” 
Peter says.    

Manuka flowering on 
Mahu Whenua

“ We hugely appreciate the relationship we’ve had with Mahu 
Whenua and it’s been a real pleasure working with Russell 
and the team in partnership with Mutt and his vision.”    

Peter Ward
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I had never heard of this plant before I was 
appointed three years ago as  the Gisborne 
Regional Representative for QEII National 
Trust, so it was exciting to be searching for 
it with someone who knew what they were 
looking for. Helen has worked with this 
threatened plant for years collecting seed 
and establishing new populations, and yet 
she has a folder with pictures of small leaved 
shrubs that look similar just to check for 
accurate identification.  

Pittosporum species are pretty familiar to New 
Zealanders with Lemonwood, and Karo being 
popular garden and hedging plants but only 
P.ob has been described as “one of the most 
elusive of all New Zealand woody plants” 
by Professor Bruce Clarkson (University of 
Waikato’s Deputy Vice-Chancellor - Research). 
Bruce knows more about the vegetation 
of New Zealand than most, having spent 
countless days documenting the vegetation 
found in the many nooks and crannies of New 
Zealand as part of the Protected Natural Areas 
Program in the 1990s.    

Finding the Needle 
in the Haystack
We waded across the knee deep slow 
moving Hangaroa River and onto the 
bank on the other side. Above us on a 
river terrace were towering Kahikatea and 
Rimu with an understory of hundreds of 
small leaved shrubs in various shades of 
green, giving a slightly misty appearance. 
Amongst these small leaved shrubs we 
were hoping to find the Heart Leaved 
Kohuhu (Pittosporum obcordatum) often 
referred to as just P.ob. If you have ever 
searched for a needle in a haystack you 
will know how things progressed from 
there. Helen Jonas from the Department 
of Conservation and I spent the next three 
hours moving just 1500 metres, looking 
at thousands of small leaved shrubs in 
the understory and on the edge of this 
stunning area of lowland riverside forest.

Helen Burgess is a 
covenantor with this very 
difficult to identify and very 
rare plant, she says it is “it’s 
very exciting to have p. ob 
in my covenant.” 

Words by Malcolm Rutherford
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P. ob is the takahe of NZ flora and while it 
was well known to Maori, it was given its 
first botanical description by Raoul on Banks 
Peninsula in 1844. Subsequently, it was thought 
to be extinct until the plant was rediscovered 
in a patch of bush about the size of a postage 
stamp near Wairoa in the 1920s. It has since 
been found from Northland to Southland, but 
in just a handful of locations. 

It is generally found in dryish climates, in areas 
of patchy forest, on river flats, beside rivers, or 
next to ox-bows. These places are periodically 
flooded.  These characteristics are borne out 
in Te Reo in some of the names of the sites 
where P. ob is found, such as Wairoa (long 
river), and Awanui (big river). 

What has happened to almost all our lowland 
flat riverside bush? It was among the first to 
be cleared, so what would have been a very 
common plant is now restricted to the smallest 
pockets of bush. In the areas of lowland 
riverside bush that remain, flood control 
programmes, and farm or municipal drainage 
schemes have altered the effects of floods 
which may be necessary for this plant to thrive. 

In the 1980s P.ob was found in just 12 sites 
from Northland to Southland. It is now found 
in over 40 locations. These plants are often 
on farms and are not protected from grazing 
stock which threatens their long term survival. 
Of these sites 14 are protected by QEII National 
Trust covenants thus highlighting the value 
of the work we do in the protection of all our 
biodiversity, particularly in the lowlands. This 
is summarised by Bruce Clarkson well “though 
individual QEII covenant patches are generally 
small, collectively, and because they represent 
much of what is left of the coastal and lowland 
zones, and harbour many threatened species, 

“ We’ve always loved and appreciated 
the bush, and finding this plant is a 
confirmation of how we feel about it”

they are important out of proportion to their 
small size. This is particularly the case for the 
dryish eastern parts of the North Island where 
there is a rich flora of divaricating shrubs 
and small trees like heart-leaved kohuhu 
(Pittosporum obcordatum).”

This value has also been highlighted recently 
with the outbreak of Myrtle Rust and the 
Department of Conservation’s response to 
collect seed from all Myrtaceae species. In 
the Gisborne region seeds of the small leaved 
shrub Rohutu (Lophomyrtus obcordata) are 
being collected from covenants. This is due to 
the scarcity of DOC reserves in lowland areas.”

So, back to Helen and I and the search for 
the needle in the haystack. We were looking 
at every plant we could find, and closely 
checking a few likely plants and realising they 
were just more Melicope simplex, or Myrsine 
divaricata, or another of the many small leaved 
shrubs in the block. My mind had stopped 
looking, convinced I was either missing it or it 
wasn’t there. We were slowly making our way 
back to cross the river when I heard Helen 
say tentatively “I think I might have one” and 
sure enough, she had found two mature 
plants with stems as thick as your thumb, 
having the distinctive range of leaf shapes and 
divaricating branches we had been looking so 
hard for. We marked the spot on the GPS, and 
put some pink flagging tape on the plants , 
and headed back to the car having put another 
dot on the map of the distribution of the Heart 
Leaved Kohuhu.

The covenant we were searching in belongs to 
Ian and Helen Burgess and was registered in 
1999. We headed back to the house to let the 
owners know what we had found and have a 
cup of tea.  

Helen Jonas, DOC

“ It makes us 
extra glad 
it’s under a 
covenant.”

Helen Burgess
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INTERNATIONAL GUIDELINES – OUR INVOLVEMENT IN ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR PRIVATE LAND CONSERVATION

Trust CEO helps establish international guidelines for 
private land conservation
QEII National Trust Chief Executive Mike Jebson has been closely involved in a 
global project to establish guidelines for conservation on privately-owned land. 
While working with other experts from around the world, Mike was reassured to 
see confirmation that New Zealand and QEII National Trust are amongst the world 
leaders in private land conservation.    

Mike was one of 24 experts invited to 
draw up the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
guidelines at workshops on the Isle 
of Vilm in North-eastern Germany in 
June last year. 

“One of the main drivers is to provide 
guidance to all countries, including 
countries just setting out on the path 
of what they need to protect and 
how to do it. Having said that, it’s not 
just the Western world teaching the 
others, there are things we can all 
learn from each other on how this is 
achieved,” he says.

A series of workshops tackled 
questions including what qualifies 
as private conservation, how it 
should be counted, different kinds 
of incentives and legal frameworks, 
and the minimum time an area 
should be protected to qualify for 
IUCN recognition. A first draft of the 
guidelines has been produced for 
comment from workshop participants. 
A second draft will be more widely 
distributed for feedback with a view to 
releasing the guidelines at the end of 
this year.

Mike says it was encouraging to 
discover through learning about other 
countries’ private land conservation 
measures, that New Zealand’s system 
of protection is “right at the top of the 
pack”. “Many countries don’t have the 
institutions and legal frameworks, so 
a minimum standard for protection 
under the new guidelines would fall 
way below what we’re already doing 
through QEII National Trust in our 
legal covenants.”

The guidelines will also help countries 
measure targets for protecting 
land and marine areas under UN 
charters. “Traditionally, the areas 
measured have been appropriately 
protected public conservation 
land. These guidelines will help 
countries recognise what is legitimate 
protection on private land that could 
also be taken into account for these 
international commitments.”

This aspect is relevant to New Zealand 
too. Currently, DOC provides data 
about protection on land and marine 
areas for meeting international 
obligations but this is limited to 
publicly-owned areas. “At the moment 
the Department of Conservation is 
not providing information about what 
we’re protecting on private land to 
international data bases and there’s no 
reason why they can’t do that.

“In the New Zealand context, we have 
an over-representation of high alpine 
areas in public conservation land. QEII 
National Trust works mainly in the 
lowlands and that’s where we have 
some of our least protected species 
and landscapes. The complementarity 
of private protected land to public 
conservation land is a critical 
component if we are serious about 
protecting our biodiversity.”

Mike was interested to see how 
other countries deal with recognising 
the storage of carbon on private 
conservation land to support climate 
change goals, as well as some of the 
ways different tax regimes are used to 
support private conservation. 

“I’m very comfortable with what 
we’re doing here at the moment but 
it’s always very interesting to see 
how other countries tackle similar 
problems. It was a fascinating group of 
people to spend a few days with.”  

As New Zealand’s representative, Mike 
consulted before the workshops with 
Ngā Whenua Rāhui, a Department of 
Conservation fund for protection on 
Māori land, and the Banks Peninsula 
Conservation Trust, which organises 
covenants and other conservation 
projects in its area.

The expert group was invited to Vilm 
to draw up the guidelines by the 
German government conservation 
agency, Bundesamt für Naturschutz. 
Vilm is a small, mostly forested island 
nature reserve on the Baltic Sea 
coast, dotted with thatched holiday 
cottages. The island was the summer 
holiday retreat for East Germany’s 
Communist leadership before the fall 
of the Berlin Wall.

The workshops were convened by 
American Brent Mitchell, chair of 
the IUCN World Commission on 
Protected Areas specialist group for 
privately protected areas and nature 
stewardship.  
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COVENANTOR’S 
USEFUL 
CONSERVATION 
GADGET
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GADGET – MEET SANDY AND HER CONSERVATION DOG, GADGET

Sandy King and her dog Detector Gadget’s work to 
keep our most ecologically sensitive areas rodent-free 
extends well beyond her Stewart Island QEII National 
Trust covenant to around Southland and Fiordland and 
even further afield to northern New Zealand and the 
subantarctic islands.    
Sandy and Gadget, a five-year old Jack Russell-fox terrier cross, work mostly in the 
Southland and Fiordland areas for the Department of Conservation (DOC). Ensuring 
sanctuaries remain free of rodents has also taken them to the Hauraki Gulf, Mercury 
Islands and Campbell Island in the subantarctic islands.

“ Generally she ignores 
wildlife. She’s had robins 
pulling the hair on her tail 
on Ulva Island so she gives 
them a bit of a wide berth.”

Sandy King
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Sandy appreciates Gadget for 
more than her ability to sniff out 
rodents. Her friendly nature and 
cute appearance make her a 
great advocate for biosecurity and 
conservation while working and on 
trips to schools. “She just wants to 
go and say hello to everyone and 
gets quite excited, especially with 
kids. In a crowd of people she’ll 
run up to a child before the adults. 
The family I got her from had three 
young children and maybe that has 
something to do with her affinity with 
kids,” Sandy says.

Her popularity is evident on the 
internet too, where Sandy has set 
up a Detector Gadget Facebook 
page, which is regularly updated 
with new pictures of Gadget at work 
and play and messages promoting 
her biosecurity work. In the posts, 
Sandy adopts Gadget’s persona, 
describing humans with a combination 
of affection and condescension as 
“numb noses”.    

Despite her conservation work and 
advocacy, Gadget is ambivalent 
about New Zealand’s native animals. 
“Generally she ignores wildlife. She’s 
had robins pulling the hair on her tail 
on Ulva Island so she gives them a 
bit of a wide berth. I’ve got a kiwi that 
is a resident around my place that’s 
chased her, so she makes sure she 
doesn’t go anywhere near the kiwi.

“Sea lions she really doesn’t like and 
wouldn’t want to be within 100 metres 
of them sometimes. Fur seals are 
different, she wants to play with them, 
I have to call her away from fur seals.” 
Since the little dog was a puppy, she 
has been trained to focus on her work 
and avoid harassing wildlife. “I don’t 
want a dog that chases seagulls or 
runs off in the bush after kiwi or weka 
or anything like that.”   

When Gadget does find the scent of 
a rat or mouse, she is trained to point 
to it with her paw. Her job is to detect 
a rodent rather than to catch it, so 
she wears a muzzle when working. 

“Sometimes she doesn’t quite hit 
the target but she’s waving her paw 
around pointing at it or she barks. She 
really wants to catch it, so she might 
whine, dig or scratch.”

Sandy has been involved in 
conservation work all her working life 
and for nearly two decades as a dog 
handler, including a spell on Australia’s 
subantarctic Macquarie Island where 
dogs were used to detect feral cats, 
rodents and rabbits.  

Her work with Gadget is part of 
the DOC’s Conservation Dogs 
Programme, which includes species 
detection dogs looking for kiwi, 
kakapo and other native species. 
There are also dogs specialising in 
detecting pests including the more 
common stoats, rodents and feral 
cats as well as Argentine ants and 
invasive rainbow skinks.   

Home is just outside Oban on Stewart 
Island, where Sandy has a QEII 
covenant on a bush area on her own 
property. Her rat detection work with 
Gadget – under the business name 
Paws 4 Conservation – includes 
checking the boats and supplies of 
muttonbirders going out to the Rakiura 
Titi islands which are progressively 
being cleared of introduced predators. 
She also works with tourism operator 
Real Journeys which visits predator-
free islands in Fiordland.

Checking predator-free islands, such 
as Ulva, Codfish or Whenua Hou – the 
most significant kākāpō breeding 
island – and some of the Fiordland 
predator-free islands is also done 
regularly. Working in some of the most 
beautiful and ecologically valuable 
places in New Zealand sounds idyllic 
but rough terrain and bad weather can 
be difficult for both handler and dog. 

“Sometimes if the weather is rough, 
you can tell Gadget would rather be 
at home. Another thing that people 
don’t realise is that you might do two 
weeks work and then nothing for two 
months but you have to keep feeding, 
exercising and training your dog.” 

The name Detector Gadget, usually 
shortened to simply Gadget, was 
inspired by a few different things. “I 
was working on Macquarie Island and 
there‘s a place there called Gadget’s 
Gully named after one of the huskies 
that (Australian explorer and geologist) 
Douglas Mawson took down to 
Antarctica with him. A gadget is also 
generally something that’s small 
and handy which describes her well. 
Detector was partly related to the TV 
cartoon character Inspector Gadget 
and to her job as a detection dog.” 

Sandy also works, without Gadget, 
seasonally monitoring the increasingly 
endangered yellow-eyed penguins 
(hoiho) around the east coast of 
Stewart Island and some of the 
offshore islands. She also does 
summer guiding work on Ulva Island 
sanctuary and works part-time for 
Sanford’s salmon farm in Big Glory 
Bay.  As well as these commitments, 
she also volunteers doing kiwi 
avoidance training for dogs around 
Oban, search and rescue, St John 
ambulance, and has been involved in 
the Predator Free Rakiura project.  

Sandy gets a lot of satisfaction from 
the work she and Gadget are doing 
for New Zealand conservation, even if 
biosecurity is sometimes overlooked 
by people. Biosecurity protects our 
priceless ecological treasures and the 
major investments made in making 
areas predator-free. “You might spend 
a lot of time looking for something and 
finding nothing but it’s very important 
to keep doing it.”

“ You might spend a 
lot of time looking 
for something and 
finding nothing but 
it’s very important to 
keep doing it.”
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OUR REPS – JESSE BLYTHALL, SOUTHLAND REP

Southland rep a “midwife” for nature
Southland regional representative Jesse Bythell says she feels a bit like a midwife 
when she’s helping landowners and giving them advice on how to protect their land.

“I’m helping someone bring forth something 
amazing – whether it’s a wetland or a forest or 
tussocks they’ve got on their farm. I’m helping 
them create a protected – and hopefully self-
sustaining – system but I’m not driving it, the 
landowners are,” Jesse says.

Jesse has been working for QEII National 
Trust for around two and a half years, bringing 
experience including biological weed control 
work for regional council Environment 
Southland and plant surveys and monitoring 
for the Department of Conservation. This work 
followed two life-changing decisions in 2005 to 
leave Christchurch for Southland and to switch 
from linguistics to an environmental career.

Despite her urban roots, Jesse had a 
connection with nature from childhood 
through a love of tramping and gardening, 
visits to sheep stations in Canterbury with her 
sheep shearing stepfather and holidays at a 
family bach in the Marlborough Sounds.

One significant factor in the decision to  
move south in 2005 was the chance to spend 
more time indulging her passion for alpine 
botany. “I’m a self-confessed plant nerd. One 
of the great things about this region is its 
diversity of ecosystems and species – I find 
that so stimulating.”

Jesse was first encouraged to apply for the job 
of regional representative 10 years ago when it 
became vacant but she didn’t feel ready then. 
“It came around again eight years later and 
it was just perfect, so I put my hat in the ring 
and got the job – I was delighted. Good things 
come to those who wait!”

The human side of the job is as fascinating 
as the botanical discoveries. Every week her 
work involves dozens of conversations with 
a diverse range of people. “It’s not all about 
finding cool plants and scurrying around on 
your hands and knees – it’s about working with 
people and communicating the values in a 
respectful way and getting the tone right.”

Every covenant is unique and each has its 
own story. One covenant going through the 
registration process covers a beautiful red 
tussock gully system with very high natural 
and ecological values. “The farmers love it 
for its beauty but they recall in the time their 
grandfather owned the farm, the neighbour 
lost his tractor trying to develop a similar 
wetland system. So generations ago the land 
was left undeveloped because they didn’t 
want to lose their tractor. Now they want to 
protect it forever.”

One of the most satisfying aspects for Jesse is 
working for an organisation she believes in. “It’s 
a real privilege to work for an organisation like 
the Trust because you have pride in what you 
do and feel you can contribute to something 
you feel is going to last beyond your lifetime. I 
think being able to work on a project with the 
landowners and the Trust is really special and I 
really enjoy that.”

Jesse’s love of the outdoors and of nature 
extends well beyond her work for QEII. She 
helps run the New Zealand Plant Conservation 
Network website, has been on its committee 
for seven or eight years and does other 
voluntary work for the network. “I’m up to my 
eyeballs in native plants,” she jokes.

Horse riding is another passion, and she has 
combined this with her love of conservation 
by gathering friends for weekend treks to 
clear wilding pines on pastoral stations. 
She also helped develop a draft guide for 
others who like the idea of putting together a 
“conifer cavalry”. 

Living in a small settlement with no shop pub 
or post office and 20km from the nearest 
supermarket would not suit everyone brought 
up in a city. But Jesse loves rural life and the 
rural community, including joining friends to 
play the banjo in a group playing and singing 
“old time music”. 

“I was raised by liberal hippies in the city and 
now I live in heartland New Zealand, have 
friends in the rodeo scene, play the banjo and 
am getting into hunting. I don’t know if my 
mother is worried about me but it’s all good.”
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“ I’m helping someone bring forth something amazing – 
whether it’s a wetland or a forest or tussocks they’ve got 
on their farm. I’m helping them create a protected – and 
hopefully self-sustaining – system but I’m not driving it, 
the landowners are.”

Jesse Bythell
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MOUNT HAMILTON COVENANT – MORE THAN JUST A BEAUTIFUL NEW COVENANT

66 MILLION 
YEARS IN THE 
MAKING –  
FOREVER 
PROTECTED

Words Jesse Bythell
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The newly minted Mount Hamilton - McKenzie Covenant 
is a thing of beauty. Not only does it encompass a 
diverse range of habitat types, threatened plants and 
native animals, but it tells us a story of the history of 
land and its use in New Zealand. 
The eastern slopes of Mt Hamilton are made of Cenozoic sandstones and 
mud stones formed around 66 million years ago. Over time the bedrock has 
weathered to create large alluvial fan systems and down cut gullies. Glaciers 
have scoured and deposited material, periodically scraping away woody 
vegetation and allowing cold tolerant herbs and grasses to follow in their wake. 
Additionally, nearby faults have likely caused back-tilting and making water 
pond in areas and creating a mosaic of wetlands. 

Red tussock grassland grades into  
regenerating manuka shrubland at the foot of  
Mt Hamilton, Takitimu Mountains, Southland
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MOUNT HAMILTON COVENANT – MORE THAN JUST A BEAUTIFUL NEW COVENANT

Around 1,000 years ago humans arrived and 
with them came significant changes. The 
rate of fires increased significantly and much 
woody vegetation was removed to facilitate 
hunting and moving across the forested 
landscape. Māori travelled from the south 
coast to Fiordland to gather pounamu/
greenstone, skirting around the flanks of the 
Tākitimu Mountains, which are said to be the 
remains of the famous waka Tākitimu. Later 
European pastoralists subjected the land 
to more changes, attempting variously to 
burn, bulldoze, drain and oversow the land 
to create productive farmland. However, the 
land failed to comply with the pastoralists 
dreams and much of the indigenous 
vegetation and the animals persisted. 

In recent years a revision of how land can 
be used wisely and sustainable has lead 
the owners, Landcorp, to protect the flanks 
of Mt Hamilton. This process was driven by 
many people including Phil McKenzie who 
worked for Landcorp for 37 years and who 
has been a strong advocate for conservation 
alongside productivity. The full name of the 
newly registered covenant is ‘Mt Hamilton 
– McKenzie Covenant’ in honour of Phil’s
involvement to protect this land. Good 
things indeed take time and the process of 
creating this new covenant took diligence 
and persistence on the part of both Landcorp, 
QEII National Trust and other stakeholders. 
Opportunities for landscape scale protection 
are rare and Landcorp, and in particular 
Gordon Williams (Landcorps Environment 
Manager) are to be commended for taking 
this approach. The sheer size (1500 ha) of 
the covenant and its connectivity to nearby 
conservation land are keys to its sustainability.

LEFT 
Dr Alison Knight and her 
husband John collecting 

a reindeer lichen 
(Cladonia confusa) to 

compare with specimens 
collecting on the 

Auckland Islands for 
her research into lichen 

metabolites and biomes.

CENTRE 
A hybrid snowberry, 

the parents are 
Gaultheria depressa var. 
novaezelandiae and the 

G. macrostigma

RIGHT
Coprosma perpusilla 

fruiting heavily, a new 
species for the ever 

growing Mt Hamilton list.
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The values of this covenant are manifold so 
here are just a few highlights. Nine native 
ecosystem types are listed including wetlands 
(fens, bogs and swamps), tussocklands, 
shrublands and silver beech forest. The list 
of native plants keeps on growing - initial 
surveys noted 140 species, but a recent visit 
by the Botanic Society of Otago boosted 
this list to 200, including new records for 
Threatened or At Risk species. A myriad of 
lichens and fungi which occur throughout the 
covenant have not been recorded in detail. 
At least ten native birds are found here, 
including the South Island fernbird and the 
South Island oystercatcher (both are ranked 
as At Risk-Declining). To date no lizard surveys 
have been carried out, but there is suitable 
habitat and the wider area is known to support 
a range of skinks and geckos. Freshwater fish 
data for nearby areas suggests that streams 
in the covenant could support several species 
including koura and longfin eel (At Risk – 
Declining) and Gollum Galaxias (threatened 
– Nationally Vulnerable). No doubt a range of 
invertebrates are present too and discovering 
which ones will be rewarding. 

“ The name ‘Mt Hamilton –  
McKenzie covenant’ is in honour  
of Phil McKenzie’s involvement to  
protect the land”

All of these taonga require careful 
management and they are not free from 
threats. If left unchecked deer, pigs, possums, 
mustelids and rats will undermine the health 
of the native plants and animals, while 
woody weeds could overrun the native plant 
communities. Good progress has been made 
so far and the QEII National Trust looks forward 
to working in partnership with Landcorp to 
ensure the health of this covenant is secure. 

I would like to acknowledge the help of Mark 
Sutton (QEII), Brian Rance (DOC) and David 
Lyttle (Botanic Society of Otago) in preparing 
this piece. 

Our reps always have biosecurity in 
mind when visiting your properties 
around the country, but with recent 
biosecurity threats like Myrtle Rust 
and Kauri Dieback seemingly on the 
rise, we are pleased to launch our 
official QEII biosecurity protocols. 

We all need to recognise the potential 
biosecurity risks to our native 
biodiversity, our Primary Production 
Industry and Globally trusted Trade 
Partner status. As the leading private 
land conservation organisation in NZ, 

we know we have a crucial role to play 
in mitigating the impacts posed by 
these kinds of threats, while you, as 
protectors of some of our most special 
and ecologically significant areas of 
the country, have arguably an even 
more important frontline role to play 
and we’re here to help you get it right. 

Our protocol sees us incorporating 
proactive, pragmatic and scaled 
biosecurity practices in all aspects 
of our fieldwork. Best practice 
procedures and policies as 

QEII LAUNCH 
BIOSECURITY 
PROTOCOLS

developed and refined by industry 
and agency leaders like the Ministry 
for Primary industries and various 
Councils. We have also incorporated 
recommendations and new research 
to make sure our protocol are fit  
for purpose. 

Although this protocol is primarily for 
our reps to apply as they travel around 
the country, we hope you might also 
find them useful in your own covenant 
and when visiting others. 

‘Arrive clean, leave clean’ is the 
underlying principle that remains 
universally applicable in all aspects 
of our rep’s fieldwork, with cross-
relevance to all landowners too.

We are running workshops with our 
reps around the country and will be 
promoting the clean in clean out 
protocols through our website. 

You can find our protocols here 
(www.qeiinationaltrust.org.nz/
biosecurityprotocols )
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OUR REPS – ROBBIE BENNETT, WAIKATO REP

“ The botanical knowledge is 
part of it but it’s also a lot 
about dealing with people 
and communication and I 
guess my past work gave me 
a lot of experience in that.”
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Enthusiasm the key for Waikato rep
Robbie Bennett describes getting around his extensive 
Waikato East-Taupo and Waikato West patches for the 
National Trust as a “total adventure”. There’s nothing he loves 
more than heading out for a day of covenant visits.

“You’re getting around places that people 
don’t generally go. When you start going up 
some of those side roads and through the 
gates into the hills – the views are pretty 
astounding sometimes.” He adds there’s 
always the enticing prospect of finding a giant 
mature native tree hidden away in a patch of 
bush in the corner of a farm.

He doesn’t find the paperwork quite so thrilling 
but since taking on the job in 2011 he has 
loved working with covenantors and his fellow 
reps and QEII staff. “It’s like no other place I’ve 
worked in actually, the enthusiasm and the 
way people are prepared to share knowledge 
is great,” he says. 

His varied previous work experience included 
insurance, the National Library, printing and 
building but the love of nature has been 
there since childhood. He’s been lapping up 
botanical knowledge since joining QEII but 
says his previous experience is valuable too. 

“The botanical knowledge is part of it but 
it’s also a lot about dealing with people and 
communication and my past work gave me a 
lot of experience in that. You have to be able to 
talk to the covenantors about farming too, so 
you can understand their issues.”

One of the areas in Robbie’s patch is QEII’s 
first ever covenant on land that belonged 
to founding trust members, the late Gordon 
and Celia Stephenson. Robbie always looked 
forward to visiting the Stephensons on their 
farm at Waotu in South Waikato.

“I had the pleasure of sitting down with them 
for lunch and a cup of tea each time I visited 
their block. They were such a humble couple 
but they managed to have such a big impact 
on conservation. Through word of mouth and 
their encouragement, most of the little bush 
blocks on other farms at Waotu have been 
protected one way or another.”

Robbie was no stranger to conservation before 
joining QEII National Trust and has been 

working for 25 years on his own restoration 
project on his lifestyle block near Ngaruawahia. 
This has given him the chance to try things that 
have helped in his work with covenantors. 

About a quarter of the 3.4 hectare lifestyle 
block is regenerating forest and he has 
excluded stock from about half of the total 
area, adding new plantings to the existing 
forest. “I get to test out some of the processes 
here and when you’re talking to covenantors 
it’s nice to have some of your own experience 
to call on. I’ve been making more of an effort 
to increase the diversity of the vegetation and 
I can apply that knowledge to the covenants I 
visit as well.”

Plentiful rain and fertile soils mean growth rates 
are fast in many parts of Waikato, in contrast 
to New Zealand’s more arid regions, such as 
Canterbury. “When you stop the stock getting 
in and control the pests, it’s amazing what will 
come up on its own, you don’t have to plant the 
stuff if there’s a bit of seed source around.”

Outside of work, Robbie’s interests are 
mostly outdoors except for music, which 
takes him to a shed on his property where 
he and his partner play country-blues music 
once or twice a week with friends. The band 
occasionally plays gigs around the region too.

“My partner is really the driving force, she plays 
the lead guitar and she’s totally devoted to it. 
She drew other people into it and she dragged 
me into it because they needed someone to 
do the singing. I play the blues harp as well.”

He has just retired from motorcycle trials 
riding, to allow more time for riding a mountain 
bike and his other interests. One of his 
favourite rides is from his property along the 
Waikato River to Hamilton, which takes about 
an hour and a half.  

Importantly for Robbie, he gets up in the 
morning to do work he loves. “It’s a dream job 
because the level of enthusiasm throughout 
the organisation is pretty magic.” 

“ It’s like 
no other 
place I’ve 
worked in 
actually, the 
enthusiasm 
and the way 
people are 
prepared 
to share 
knowledge  
is great.”

Robbie Bennett
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OBITUARY – CELIA GERVIS STEPHENSON

Celia Stephenson – a QEII taonga 
Celia Gervis Stephenson, February 23, 1925 - November 14, 2017

Celia Stephenson grew up in a comfortable 
middle-class pre-war Cambridge household 
- her mother had servants, her father was 
a manager at Britain’s leading preserve 
manufacturer, Chivers.

Celia wanted for little as a child and was a 
fluent French speaker by the time she turned 
six - the result of the care shown by her 
imported nanny.

At her death, in Te Waotu, near Putaruru, hapu 
Ngati Huri from Pikitu Marae covered her 
casket in three korowai.

With bookends such as that, the life  
story in between must, of necessity,  
be an interesting one.

Her Montessori preschool suited  
her mathematical brain and she  
went on to the prestigious The  
Perse School, where she excelled  
in sport, before, and here is the first twist  
in an otherwise predictable pattern, she 
chose to study at the London University 
School of Engineering, where she was  
one of two female students.
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Celia graduated as a civil engineer 
and worked designing bridges and 
roads, and on prototype pre-stressed 
concrete sleepers for the railways, 
when timber was in short supply in 
the war years.

The war was the second twist in the 
pattern, as she waited for her husband 
to-be, Royal Marine Commando 
Lieutenant Gordon Stephenson, to 
return from Hong Kong.

As was common to that generation, on 
his return they picked up the pieces 
together, and Celia continued to work 
while Gordon returned to university.

And then, in the early 1950s, Celia’s 
life path really started to twist. Gordon 
became a farm manager, and, as was 
the custom then, Celia gave up work to 
raise a family. Things were not easy for 
the middle-class university-educated 
young woman - but at least their farm 
accommodation had an inside tap.  
Many did not have that luxury.

They worked on a succession of farms 
in England with a growing family, and 
eventually, in another twist to the tale, 
immigrated to NZ as Ten Pound Poms 
in 1958, with the dream of owning 
their own farm.

The Stephensons were met in 
Wellington by Gordon’s cousins, 
the Collier family, and started 
antipodean life on two sheep farms, 
the first up Fields Track, Kakatahi in 
the King Country, the second near 
Sanson. Keen walkers, they joined 
the Manawatu Tramping Club, and 
formed a strong affinity with the bush. 
Celia was always happiest in a natural 
environment. She loved being around 
farm animals, birds in the bush, and 
her vegetable garden.

She was entirely at home in a Doc 
hut in the wilds of the South Island 
cooking over an open fire.

After two years the couple had 
scraped together enough money 
to go share-milking at Lichfield and 
then, in 1964, walked their herd across 
to Te Waotuin a two-day trek to the 
farm they had purchased.

Celia became a full farming partner, 
juggling milking and calving with raising 
their family, now four children strong.

When Gordon became involved in 
Federated Farmers, and then on 
numerous environmental committees, 
Celia got used to being left in total 
charge of the farm; she milked with the 
farm cadet, before getting the children 
off to catch the school bus, before 
heading back out on the land, spudder 
in hand, to do battle with thistles.

Many people would have said Celia 
Stephenson was shy. That would 
be understandable, but not quite 
accurate.

In crowds of people, even in small 
groups, Celia was not a big talker. 
She never dominated the dinner 
table or the party. But she did listen, 
and that meant really listening. Her 
concern was for the wellbeing of the 
people around her, extending to the 
wellbeing of the planet.

She was not one to take part in 
chatter for the sake of it, preferring 
real discussions about real life.

She became very knowledgeable 
of Maori history in the area, began 
learning te reo and, a couple of years 
later, sat Maori in School Certificate, 
and passed with 91 percent.

It sometimes takes fresh eyes to 
appreciate what surrounds us, and 
Gordon and Celia were two such 
people who formed an immediate 
affinity for the New Zealand bush. 
They were horrified when local 
businessmen bought a neighbouring 
50-acre block of native bush, and 
felled the lot.

In 1977 after Gordon had spent some 
years working with Federated Farmers 
and others on the idea of enabling 
landowners to covenant in perpetuity 
natural features on their property, 
the QEII National Trust was formed. A 
4-hectare stand of native bush on the 
Stephenson farm was the first piece 
of land granted covenant status in 
1979. Today the trust has granted 
more than 4400 covenants and in 
excess of 182,000ha are now under 
registered or approved covenant.

The couple jointly were awarded 
the Loder Cup, New Zealand’s most 
prestigious conservation award, in 1992.

More recently, in 2014, in recognition 
of a lifetime of advocating for farmers 
and their role in environmental 
protection, they were awarded life 
memberships to Federated Farmers.

Celia never stopped learning, and 
later in life bought a telescope and 
began to track the night sky, making 
observations in a small notebook.

She developed a passion for weaving, 
preparing the wool herself and dyeing 
it to soft colours with natural dyes 
such as lichen and onion skins. She 
started with rugs, then curtains and 
bedspreads; even jackets and skirt 
ensembles rolled off her loom. Her 
home became a testament to her 
talent with fibre.

Celia and Gordon were great 
supporters of the Maungatautari 
project and, after Gordon’s death at 
the end of 2015, she continued to  
be a supporter and regular visitor to 
the maunga.

Celia continued to live at home on the 
farm until her death.

Celia was the loved wife of the late 
Gordon; mother of Lynn, Keith, Janet 
and Paul; and grandmother and 
greatgrandmother to many. 

(Originally printed in Waikato Times, 20 Jan 2018)
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NEW COVENANTS – SUMMARY OF COVENANT REGISTRATIONS FROM 1 NOVEMBER 2017 TO 31 MAY 2018

District Council Name Covenant Name Area (ha) Main open space type

Carterton Bichan Zabic Bush 5.1835 Lowland modified secondary 
and modified primary forest and 
sedgeland

Central Hawke's Bay Hunter 9.456 Lowland Carex secta wetland and 
ponds

Clutha Nugget Stream 
(Forestry Fund 9)

Tokomairiro Reserve 29.7868 Lowland secondary forest and 
shrubland and fernland

Clutha Vollweiler - Eldons 
block

Berriedale Bush 1.5314 Lowland secondary scrub and 
exotic grassland

Far North Landcorp-Kapiro 
Tahoranui raupo

Tahoranui Raupo – 
Kapiro

2.102 Semicoastal modified secondary 
reedland and exotic grassland

Far North Newport [2] [QCCC] Ernie Cook Bush 26.495 Lowland modified primary and 
secondary forest and modified 
secondary treeland

Grey Morfett & Backes - Big 
paddock

Big Paddock Addition 0.511 Semicoastal secondary forest and 
fernland

Grey Morfett & Backes - 
Clarke's Creek

Clarkes Creek 2.574 Semicoastal secondary forest and 
fernland

Hastings MacKintosh & Sons [2] Mokara Waitoru 10.354 Lowland modified secondary 
forest

Hurunui Lansdowne - Horse-
shoe Covenant [QCCC]

Horse-shoe Covenant 31.145 Semicoastal modified primary and 
secondary forest, and secondary 
forest

Invercargill Kooiman and Groot Piwakawaka 0.9389 Coastal modified primary and 
secondary forest

Masterton Spite Kamahi 4.2955 Lowland modified primary 
treeland

Masterton Spite - wetland Kamahi 2 5.38 Lowland modified primary forest 
and treeland, exotic grassland and 
open water

Masterton The Sydney Campbell 
Foundation (Campbell 
Trust 1)

Mary Jane Mathews 
Covenant

2.601 Lowland modified primary forest

Masterton The Sydney Campbell 
Foundation (Campbell 
Trust 2)

John Campbell 
Covenant

1.013 Lowland modified primary forest 
and exotic treeland

New Plymouth Masson Masson Bush 2.8976 Lowland modified primary and 
secondary forest

New Plymouth NZNFRT Taranaki 
Mahood - Lowe 
Reserve.[QCCC]

Taranaki Mahood - 
Lowe Reserve

132.8806 Lowland modified primary forest

New Plymouth Thomson Thomson Bush 9.0538 Lowland modified primary and 
secondary forest

Otorohanga Murray (3898) Murray Bush 58.8156 Lowland modified primary and 
secondary forest.

Queenstown-Lakes Mt Aspiring Company 
Ltd (Mount Aspiring 
Station)

Mount Aspiring 
Covenant

19.6554 Montane secondary scrub and 
grassland
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Rangitikei Cummings 9.07 Sub-montane secondary forest 
and exotic grassland

South Taranaki Hastie Hastie Bush 1.0749 Modified primary semi-coastal 
titoki and cabbage tree forest.

South Taranaki Makakaho Land 
Company Ltd

Pearce Covenant 23.3602 Lowland modified primary forest

South Taranaki Skilton 125.0291 Lowland modified primary 
pukatea, tawa and rimu forest

South Wairarapa Baigent (Windfarm) Phil's Covenant 14.142 Lowland modified primary and 
secondary forest and modified 
primary sedgeland.

Southland Bushwood Farm - 
QCCC

Bushwood Covenant 39.8721 Lowland modified primary forest, 
secondary forest, open water and 
sedgeland

Southland Castledowns  
Wetland Dipton

Rural Women NZ 
Castledown Wetland

12.4933 Lowland secondary flaxland, 
modified secondary treeland, 
shrubland and open water

Southland Landcorp-Haycocks 
Station-Oreti Saddle

Oreti Saddle Covenant 
- Haycocks

164.649 Montane modified primary 
treeland, scrub, tussockland, 
sedgeland and mossfield

Stratford Ancell Ancell Bush 16.6042 Lowland modified primary forest, 
regenerating shrubland and 
openwater wetlands

Stratford Schumacher Maungawhiri-rua 12.2382 Lowland modified primary forest 

Tararua McKay M J McKay Family 
Covenant

13.674 Modified primary and secondary 
forest

Tasman Faulkner [QCCC] Faulkner Covenant 
Area

235.1719 Lowland modified primary forest

Tasman Sampson Marie & Jen's Forest 7.663 Lowland secondary and primary 
forest

Tasman Van Oeveren Mahoe Hills 3.3724 Lowland secondary and modified 
secondary forest, modified 
primary treeland and revegetated 
shrubland and sedgeland

Waimate Lake Wainono edge 3.1971 Coastal modified primary scrub, 
sedgeland and secondary 
grassland

Waitomo Lowry (Middle 
Wetland)

8.886 Lowland modified primary raupo/
harakeke reedland, open water 
and kahikatea/rimu/manuka 
forest.

Waitomo Piripiri Station [QCCC] 100.0692 Semicoastal modified primary 
forest

Whangarei Beets 2.465 Coastal forest, shrubland and 
wetland

Whangarei Bowden (Tawapou 
Farm Partnership)

Tawapou Farm 70.862 Coastal podocarp broadleaf forest 
remnants and treeland; coastal 
cliffs, wetlands; outstanding 
natural landscape values and high 
natural character values.

Whangarei Murdoch Cardan Bush 18.123 Lowland modified secondary 
forest and shrubland 
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