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High Country Dr Brian Molloy  
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Southland Gay Munro  
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For details of the QEII Trust Regions,  
see CONTACT uS on  
www.openspace.org.nz

qeii trust helps landowners to protect significant natural and cultural features on  
their land. features include:
•  Landscapes   •  Forests and bush remnants 
•  Wetlands   •  Tussock grasslands 
•  Cultural sites   •  Streams
•  Coastlines   •  Geological features 
•  Archaeological sites  •  Wildlife habitats

landowners throughout new zealand voluntarily protect over 89,000 hectares of 
land through qeii registered covenants (or protection agreements). qeii trust also 
helps by contributing funds for covenant projects and advising landowners on 
managing their covenants.

qeii trust also owns 28 properties, which collectively protect 1,608 hectares of 
significant habitat. most of these have been gifted to the trust. effective stewardship of 
these properties is greatly assisted by local communities and management committees.
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high Country farmers recognised  
by sir brian lochore for their 
commitment to protecting our  
natural heritage
in the early 1920s, Dr Leonard cockayne, one of  
New Zealand’s foremost plant research scientists, set up 
a number of fenced experimental plots on northburn 
station in the Dunstan Mountains near cromwell.

Tom Pinckney, who now owns Northburn station, protected 
ten of the historic cockayne Plots in 2001 with a Qeii open 
space covenant totalling 1.3 hectares.        

Dr cockayne was appointed by the 
Department of agriculture in 1918 to 
undertake an economic investigation of 
montane tussock-grassland. in 2001,  
Dr Brian Molloy, Qeii high country regional 
representative, compiled Dr cockayne’s 
reports from 1918-1922 into a publication.

Much of what Dr cockayne wrote is as 
relevant today as it was nearly ninety years 
ago. Perhaps his most enduring legacy 
was his demonstration on the Northburn 
station plots, which range in altitude from 
250 to 800 metres, that depleted semi-arid 
land could be revegetated productively 
with pasture species and trees, provided 
certain initiatives were taken.

News and Events

Right and below:  
At a gathering in  
the woolshed on 
Northburn Station,  
Sir Brian Lochore,  
QEII Trust 
Chairperson, and Tom 
Pinckney, owner of 
the station, explained 
the protection of the 
historic Cockayne 
Plots to QEII 
covenantors and 
others involved with 
the Trust. 
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Left: Dr Brian Molloy with the compiled reports of  
Dr Cockayne, published as An Economic Investigation of 
the Montane Tussock-Grassland of New Zealand (1918-1922). 
‘The last plant survey on the Cockayne Plots was done in 
1995,’ said Dr Molloy. ‘It would be useful to mount another 
survey and publish the results.’

For a copy of the publication,  
contact QEII Trust on 04 472 6626,  
email info@openspace.org.nz  
or write to PO Box 3341, Wellington 6140.  
Payment of $5 per copy is required to cover  
packaging and posting.

Above: The new rabbit-proof fences protecting the Cockayne Plots 
were constructed with contributions from QEII and the landowner. 
Landcorp Farming also contributed to the covenanting process.

Below: Brian Patrick examines an unnamed and undescribed tussock 
with Neill and Barbara Simpson.

On 19 November, sir Brian Lochore, Qeii chairperson, recognised 
over fifty local landowners who protect natural features with Qeii 
covenants for their commitment to preserving our unique heritage 
for future generations to enjoy.

along with Qeii representatives from throughout the south island, 
Department of conservation staff and others involved with the 
Trust, the covenantors were invited to Northburn station for lunch 
with the Qeii Board and a tour of the cockayne Plots.

Northburn station is a 12,000ha high country station running 
10,000 merinos and 100 cattle over three properties: 8,500ha 
freehold; 2,200ha leased from contact energy; and the balance 
under the Leaning rock pastoral lease. Tom and Jan Pinckney have 
diversified from traditional grazing by integrating farming with 
conservation and by developing both a 23ha vineyard producing 
pinot noir and a function centre.

‘covenantors in central Otago, Waitaki, Queenstown-Lakes and  
the Mackenzie country now protect over 13,000 hectares with  
42 covenants,’ said sir Brian.

‘a key to the success of the Trust in protecting natural features 
on private land is that we work in a true partnership with the 
landowner.

‘Qeii covenants are voluntary but once in place they protect these 
special areas forever. Private property rights are not jeopardised 
by a covenant as the landowner retains ownership of the land and 
continues to control access.

‘i am amazed at the generosity of those who care about the future 
of our country and can never thank our covenantors enough.’

Tom Pinckney recounted the history of Northburn station and the 
location of the cockayne Plots. The original fences constructed from 
1919-1921 around the plots remain to this day although one  
or two were opened in the 1930s. as part of the Qeii covenanting 
process, each plot was surveyed and then enclosed with a new 
rabbit-proof fence.

‘areas in the high country protected by landowners with Qeii 
covenants include tussock grasslands, herbfields, salt pans, forests 
and geological landscapes,’ said Brian Molloy.

‘it’s my personal pleasure to work with the covenantors who are 
protecting our dryland habitats.

‘This gathering of the Trust family is to celebrate both the work of 
our covenantors and Dr cockayne who spent all of his life working 
with plants.’
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Above: A party of inspection at Cockayne’s Plot 12 at 800m on Northburn Station on 2 November 1922. Dr Cockayne is at the extreme right. 
The white patches on the depleted slopes in the background are scabweed Raoulia australis. 

Above: Eighty-six years later on 19 November 2008: Tom Pinckney, owner of Northburn Station; Sir Brian Lochore, QEII Chairperson; Yvonne 
Sharp, QEII Director; James Hunter, QEII Director; Jo Ritchie, QEII Director; Margaret McKee, QEII Chief Executive; Bernard Card, QEII Director; 
Edward Ellison, QEII Director; and Brian Molloy, QEII High Country Regional Representative. And Willy, the fox terrier. With recovery of the 
vegetation due to fewer rabbits, scabweed no longer covers the slopes. 
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Spectacular landscape at Branches Station

On branches station in the upper shotover river catchment north 
of Queenstown, a 400ha Qeii covenant encircles Lochnagar, a lake 
formed by a massive landslide more than 1,000 years ago. extending 
from the lake margin to an altitude of 1,220m, the covenant has 
dense and vigorous vegetation with a range of woody species, large 
herbs and snowgrass.

Below left: In November 2008, thanks to the generosity of Bill and 
Annette Shaw, the QEII directors visited Lochnagar covenant.

In the foreground are QEII directors Edward Ellison and Sir Brian 
Lochore, while in the background Bill Shaw, Jo Ritchie and Pam 
Lochore take in the magnificent landscape.

Rare ecosystem of inland sand dunes, saline systems and outwash gravels
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The remote lake is in an amphitheatre almost encircled by peaks.  
On the far side of the lake on the left is Little Lochnagar (2,243m)  
with Lochnagar (2,299m) to the right.

Below right: A total of 2,670ha of beech forest, montane and  
riparian shrubland, tussock grassland and scree is protected by  
four QEII covenants at the station.

The QEII directors also visited the 635ha Saddle Creek covenant 
that protects the largest population in the country of the nationally 
vulnerable shrub Hebe cupressoides. 

Bill Shaw pointed out the features of this outstanding covenant to  
Sir Brian Lochore.

Right: At Lindis Crossing north of Cromwell, QEII directors and staff 
assessed an approved covenant on Beau and Ann Trevathan’s 
farm. On an outwash terrace of the Clutha River, this area has a rare 
combination of habitats with lag gravels, saline patches, sand dunes, 
consolidated sands and shallow stony soils.

Below right: Brian Molloy, QEII High Country Regional Representative, 
described the rare ecosystem that is progressing towards being 
protected in perpetuity with a QEII covenant. It is unique to the Upper 
Clutha Valley, with an unusual range of habitats and flora and fauna 
including thirteen nationally threatened and uncommon plants, 
nine species of moths, some now nationally uncommon, and six 
undescribed plants. 

Below: Scabweed Raoulia australis is a prominent plant of this ecosystem.
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Focus on Auckland North

threatened species habitat preserved
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east of Wellsford, 72ha of lowland shrubland 
on an 180ha beef farm was protected by 
shrub hill limited with a Qeii covenant in 
august 2008. 

This large regenerating valley in steep hill 
country is of significant ecological value as 
it is habitat for the hochstetter’s frog.

Right: The large area protected by Shrub 
Hill Limited has a canopy of mahoe, kanuka 
and mamaku with emerging rimu, totara, 
kahikatea and pukatea.

Far right: This steep gully protected by the 
covenant is habitat for the Hochstetter’s 
frog Leiopelma hochstetteri. This native frog 
is now found only in the upper half of the 
North Island; 69 QEII covenants totalling 
1,380ha are known to protect its habitat.

With a considerable seed source from both 
within the covenant and nearby, the 
regeneration process is accelerating. Protecting 
the vegetation with a Qeii covenant in 
perpetuity means it will continue to provide 
important links with other large protected 
forest areas nearby.

Key

  Registered covenants

  Approved covenants

 District Council boundary

 Main roads

Covenants  
31 January 

2009
No. Hectares

Registered 129 2,011

Approved 14 508

Total 143 2,519

1

2

3

5

6

7

8

4

Shrub Hill Limited 1. 
Lowland regenerating 
shrubland
Ken Holmes 2. 
Lowland podocarp-
broadleaf forest
Ross and Eleanore 3. 
Webber 
Lowland shrubland  
and wetland
Audrey Hay 4. 
Lowland revegetated forest 
and wetland
North Shore Riding Club 5. 
Lowland forest and kanuka
Jilleen Cole 6. 
Lowland forest, shrubland 
and grassland
Ernest Morgan Reserve 7. 
Lowland forest  
(see page 27)
Craig and Penny 8. 
Wightman  
Lowland podocarp-
broadleaf forest and 
kanuka

‘The diversity of the landscape is what 
stands out in this region,’ says Dan 
godoy, Qeii regional representative. 
‘Our covenants range from lush 
rainforest on the west coast to the drier 
kanuka forest of the south Kaipara 
head where native vegetation has 
been strongly modified by human 
influences, to lowland podocarp forests 
like Dunn’s Bush and to mangroves and 
wetlands on the east coast.

‘Being such a highly populated area, 
there are four councils dealing with 
the environment plus a diverse 
population ranging from city dwellers 
and lifestylers to farmers and large 
commercial operations. it’s all about 
trying to manage the land along with 
ongoing subdivision and encroaching 
urban development. Qeii is a really 
good mechanism to ensure we 
retain our special areas. There are still 
potential natural and cultural features 
out there to protect. it’s just about 
looking in our own backyard.’

auckland north
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Top: Fourth generation farmer Craig Whiteman looks over a 
protected podocarp-broadleaf forest remnant. In an area where less 
than 15% remains in native vegetation, the regenerating bush will 
help to stabilise the erosion prone sandhill country.

Bottom: With kauri, kahikatea, taraire, titoki and nikau, the covenant 
protects a forest type now rare in the region. Fenced for nearly two 
years, the covenant now has excellent seedling regeneration.

Preserving wetlands and  
wildlife corridor links
south-west of Waimauku, Craig and Penny Wightman 
protected three blocks of lowland forest and kanuka on their 
130ha sheep and beef farm with a 4.1ha covenant in February 
2008. ‘My family came here in 1912 and left pieces of bush 
in areas too steep to break in,’ says craig. ‘it’s good to protect 
them in perpetuity.

‘under the rodney District council subdivision rules we 
were able to subdivide a lifestyle block in exchange for the 
covenant. This benefits the farm economically and is a way  
to save the bush. 

‘We are now looking at covenanting a wetland that was 
drained in the 1970s which we are restoring.’
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Top: Ross and Eleanore Webber are restoring and protecting areas 
that Ross’s grandfather broke in on the farm.

Middle: QEII covenants protect eleven blocks of kanuka and mamaku 
shrubland and wetlands on the Webbers’ farm.

Bottom: The protected large and intact raupo and Juncus-baumea 
reedlands are significant both for their nature and for retaining 
sequences from wetland to shrubland.

restoring bush and wetlands 
makes good farm management
Wetlands are now rare in the Kaipara ecological District. On the 
south Kaipara head, third generation farmers ross and eleanore 
Webber protected lowland shrubland and wetland with three 
Qeii covenants totalling 31ha in October 2007.

The Webbers have progressively fenced wetlands and forest 
margins on their 133ha beef farm, believing it makes good 
practical farm management to protect waterways by excluding 
stock. This keeps the nutrient cycle within the pasture boundaries 
instead of being lost through waterways, reducing the amount of 
fertiliser needed.

 ‘Our philosophy is to fence off the original bush blocks and replant 
them,’ says eleanore. ‘The bush is attracting tui and kereru now.’
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An oasis promoting health and wellbeing
Jilleen Cole and her late husband David protected their whole 
property near albany with a 2ha covenant in 2005. With a vision 
of being ‘an oasis of natural beauty in our increasingly urban 
environment’, they established Infinitely Children at the property to 
promote the health and wellbeing of both people and the land, 
with a special emphasis on children.

The family believes there is a special and strongly beneficial energy 
in this land that could benefit people in a whole health related 
way, and that the land itself will benefit from being used for this 
purpose. Visit www.infinitelychildren.co.nz for more about this 
covenant and facilities available.

Below: Kauri forest is a feature of this covenant. Just north of 
the Albany Scenic Reserve, this protected property provides a 
‘stepping stone’ between habitats for birds such as kereru, tui, kahu 
(Australasian harrier) and kotare (kingfisher).

Ph
ot

os
: r

o
d

n
ey

 s
tr

ak
a

Above: Kauri, tanekaha and kanuka dominate the canopy in the 
central portion of the bush, with the remainder being kanuka and 
manuka. The rapid regeneration includes numerous orchid species.

access for student  
outdoor education
in an area under increasing pressure from development west 
of Puhoi, Ken holmes protected 37ha of lowland podocarp-
broadleaf forest with a covenant in september 2007.

Ken is a logging contractor who harvests pine forestry  
blocks. ‘Our policy is not to cut down native trees,’ he says. 
‘covenanting this beautiful piece of bush means it is protected 
forever from development.’

students from King’s college in auckland will continue to have 
access to the forest on their Venture camps. ‘it’s a wonderful 
environment to develop their bushcraft, tramping and camping 
skills,’ explains Ken. ‘We’ll now look at retiring other areas and 
allow them to revert back to bush.’

Top: Ken Holmes with the new 8-wire post and batten fence  
that protects his forest covenant, one of the largest in recent  
times in this area.

Bottom: The healthy podocarp-broadleaf forest has totara,  
tanekaha, rewarewa and taraire in the canopy and emerging kauri, 
rimu and kahikatea.
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recreational facility protected  
by riding club
Formed in 1938, the north shore riding Club purchased its horse 
trekking property north of albany in 1967. ‘We keep seventy horses 
there and it’s somewhere for our 160 members to get together,’ says 
carol Whaley, club secretary.

With urban areas expanding rapidly nearby, the club protected 
lowland forest and kanuka on the property with a 17.3ha covenant 
in september 2008. ‘covenanting the bush is a way of making sure 
it won’t be developed in the future,’ explains carol.

‘We appreciate the support of Qeii in the quest to protect our very 
magic environment. The next thing to do is to control the possums.’

Below: The North Shore Riding Club’s lowland forest covenant 
protects mature taraire and puriri with young kauri on the ridge.

Middle: Club members can access the covenant on horse trekking 
trails through the bush.

Bottom: The covenant fence was constructed with contributions  
from QEII, the Auckland Regional Council and the club. The 3-wire 
electric fence design is effective as there are no cattle on the 
property.

remarkable revegetation project
in 1987, audrey hay and her late husband Michael began  
replanting a bare paddock around a dam on their farm south-west 
of Orewa. ‘The paddock was covered with waist high kikuyu,’ says 
audrey. ‘it’s been a huge battle starting from scratch, spraying the 
kikuyu and then planting and maintaining the native trees.’

This excellent example of a revegetation project is a testament to 
the years of labour invested by the hays and their helpers. audrey 
protected the revegetated forest and wetland with a 1.1ha covenant 
in May 2008. ‘unfortunately, there are no corridors from other bush 
so there are no kereru but we do have tui,’ she says.

Below: The growth rates in the 22-year revegetation project  
are remarkable, with kauri more than 8m tall along with totara,  
rimu, tanekaha, rewarewa, kahikatea, lancewoods and titoki.  
In the foreground is a swamp millet Isachne globosa wetland.

Middle: The northern end of Audrey Hay’s covenant has  
Baumea rubiginosa and Eleocharis acuta sedgelands.

Bottom: The post and batten fence with one electric wire  
that excludes stock from the covenant was constructed with 
contributions from QEII and the landowner.
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Research – Sustaining and restoring biodiversity

An update from the Landcare Research Sustaining  
and restoring biodiversity programme funded by the  
Foundation for Research, Science and Technology.

Landcare research’s dryland research 
programme aims to improve the 
understanding, protection and 
conservation management of dryland 
biodiversity. Dryland environments 
cover 19% of New Zealand and 
contain some of our least protected 
and most threatened native 
ecosystems; less than 3% of the 
dryland zone is legally protected. Qeii 
covenants potentially have a key role 
in protecting biodiversity in these 
under-represented environments.

Trees (podocarps and beech) and a 
diversity of shrubs and vines (Coprosma, 
Olearia, Myrsine, Pseudopanax and Rubus) 
were once widespread over interior 
south island drylands and remnants of 
woody vegetation remain. Nowadays, 
mixtures of introduced and native grasses 
dominate. however, with reductions in fire 
and grazing, many habitats will naturally 
succeed back to a variety of woody states.

To understand and predict some of the 
changes in biodiversity that will occur  
as woody succession proceeds, Landcare 
research scientists Deb Wilson and 
Grant Norbury lead a team surveying 
and quantifying bird, lizard and plant 
biodiversity associated with dryland 
ecological communities.

Biodiversity can be measured at multiple 
scales (from a single ecological community 
to a region or landscape), and diversity 
measures can describe both the number of 
species and their relative abundance.

‘By systematically assessing the species 
diversity and relative abundance of native 
skinks and geckos in dryland regions, we 
are trying to answer questions such as: 

lizards: their diversity and abundance in 
dryland habitats

What species of lizards are found in 
different dryland communities? Do some 
habitats support markedly more individuals 
than others? how will changes in the 
vegetation cover affect lizard diversity 
measured at different scales, from small 
patches to landscapes?’ says Deb.

‘Lizards are a primary focus because of 
their diversity and persistence in dryland 
environments. For example, will lizard 
biodiversity change if we intervene to 
accelerate succession to woody habitats 
in some reserves? conversely, how will it 
change if scrub or tussock is cleared for 
development?’

The team has surveyed biodiversity 
intensively in several dryland sites in central 
Otago, and are now using what they’ve 
learned to design a more extensive survey. 

Measuring lizard populations in the field 
presents challenges. To assess the lizard 
populations, the researchers recorded 
numbers found in non-lethal pitfall traps. 
‘The most thorough way is to mark every 
animal found and go back day after day’, 
explains Deb. ‘Then a mathematical model 
is used to estimate the population size.

‘This method requires consecutive days of 
warm or sunny weather when the animals 
are active and likely to encounter traps, and 
it can be costly.

‘so for the extensive survey, we’re using a 
basic method of counting how many lizards 
are captured in a 24-hour period. it’s a quick 
index of population size for species such as 
common skinks and Mccann’s skinks and 
common (brown) geckos. unfortunately, 
we’re unlikely to detect less abundant 
species such as green skinks, cryptic skinks 
or jewelled geckos.’

Deb adds that it is too early to give final 
results. ‘so far, we have found skinks in 
many grassy and shrubby habitats, whereas 
geckos have been more often associated 
with rocks or woody cover. We’ve also 
found some big differences between 
sites in the abundance of lizards. These 
differences may be related to vegetation or 
simply reflect different site histories or the 
size of surrounding source populations.’

Left: Preparing to 
measure vegetation 
characteristics in 
a dryland habitat 
dominated by native 
grasses and shrubs 
and (in the distant 
lowlands) exotic 
grasses and trees. 

Right: Steph 
Hicks, Kev Drew 
and Kate Ladley 
discuss drylands 
survey plot 
locations.
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Protecting lizard habitat

Covenants protecting the habitat of 
skinks and geckos
There are two kinds of lizards in New 
Zealand – geckos and skinks. Geckos 
have broad heads with large bulging 
eyes, clearly defined necks, and soft 
velvety-looking skin covered in very 
small, granular scales. skinks are more 
slender with narrow heads and small 
eyes. They have smooth, shiny, fish-like 
scales on the surface of their skin.

skinks and geckos are found in a  
wide variety of habitats from sea level 
to altitudes of more than 2,000m. 
species are generally adapted to a 
specific habitat type such as high 
altitude tussocklands, alpine outcrops, 
treetops, shrubland, rocky shorelines  
or sandy beaches.

The major threats to skinks and  
geckos are introduced predators and 
habitat loss. Qeii covenants help to 
protect lizard habitats. With predator 
control programmes in place and 
regeneration of native vegetation, 
lizard populations may start to recover. 

skinks and geckos are good indicator 
species for monitoring the health of 
your covenant.

Controlling predators
Lizards are eaten by cats, ferrets, stoats, 
weasels, hedgehogs, rats and mice. 
controlling these predators enhances the 
conditions for lizards to flourish.

Jewelled geckos inhabit frank and annie 
Pepers’ 2.4ha Otago coastal hardwood  
forest covenant.

With regular rat baiting in the covenant,  
the Pepers have noted a marked increase  
in birdlife and are now seeing baby  
jewelled geckos.

 ‘after eradicating wild cats in the covenant 
in 2000, the number of ship rats exploded,’ 
says Frank. ‘We used 9kgs of storm® secure 
rodenticide in the winter and spring of  
2005 to control them. Now we use about  
3kg per season. 

‘ship rats are extremely agile climbers, living 
on the best fruit, flowers, insects, birds and 
their eggs, as well as on geckos. The whole rat 
experience has shown us the importance of 
knowing what’s in your covenant.’

Above: A jewelled gecko Naultinus gemmeus in the Pepers’ covenant.

The habitat for this species is forest and scrub, including beech forest, 
manuka/kanuka shrubland, Coprosma and matagouri.
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Above: Frank Pepers baiting a homemade 
station.
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Protecting lizard habitat

Preserving native vegetation
The main threat to some species is habitat 
depletion, especially as a result of agricultural 
development. The loss of indigenous forest in 
the North island lowlands has led to the local 
extinction of many lizard populations. The 
conversion of tussocklands to pasture has 
reduced habitat available to alpine species. 
Preserving the habitat of skinks and geckos 
helps to reduce the decline in their numbers.

east of Pahiatua, arthur and sara Waugh 
protected 10ha of lowland and montane 
forest in 1988 with a Qeii covenant and then 
a further 306ha in september 2008. Their 
covenants are habitat for barking geckos.

‘The two blocks in the new covenant 
have good species diversity and excellent 
connectivity with the adjoining Waewaepa 
scenic reserve,’ says Bill Wallace, Qeii Tararua 
regional representative.  ‘With emergent 
kahikatea, rewarewa, northern rata, and over 
two hundred mature rimu, a canopy of tawa, 
mahoe and black maire, and manuka on the 
margins, they are representative of the forest 
that once dominated the Tararua ecological 
District.’

arthur says the area has never been logged 
so there are monstrous rimu in the bush. 

‘as well as the geckos, we also see lots of 
peripatus,’ he adds.*

*for more about the threatened peripatus 
(ngaokeoke, velvet worm), see Open Space issue 73, 
July 2008 or visit www.openspace.org.nz/Covenants/
Covenant stories
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Above: The Waugh family: Arthur, Sara, 
Duncan, Nichola and Jeremy with Rupert  
in front.
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Above: The Ohinerata block in the Waughs’ 
new covenant forms a dominant feature on 
the skyline and is visible from SH2 between 
Oringi and Pahiatua.

Duncan and marie Dow have two Qeii 
covenants protecting 22ha of coastal 
broadleaf-podocarp forest at Bream Tail 
between Whangarei and Mangawhai. 

Pest control work in the covenants has 
been funded by the Biodiversity condition 
Fund with support from the Northland 
regional and Whangarei District councils’ 
environmental funds. 

recently a gecko was spotted in the forest. 
‘seeing the gecko was confirmation that 
the integrated pest management work in 
the Dows’ covenants is having an impact,’ 
says Nan Pullman, Qeii Whangarei regional 
representative.

‘as well as improving the survival of geckos, 
the proximity of the forest to the hen and 
chickens islands means it is visited by birds 
such as kaka, bellbirds, kukupa and tui 
which were also easy prey for stoats, rats 
and cats before the pests were controlled.’

Top: Duncan Dow setting rat station lines.

Above: Spot the gecko (Naultinus species) in 
the nikau. This species inhabits forest and 
scrub including manuka/kanuka shrubland.
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Above: The barking gecko Naultinus elegans punctatus. This species inhabits forest and  
scrub, including manuka/kanuka shrubland. When threatened, they will often make a loud 
barking sound.
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Protecting lizard habitat

in 2007, haddon, mona and Warwick taylor 
protected red tussock grassland and native 
shrubland with a 77ha covenant on their 
sheep and beef farm at Wairuna near clinton 
in south Otago.

currently in a natural restoration phase, this 
native grassland is characteristic of the typical 
vegetation cover that has evolved after fires 
wiped out the original native forest cover 
800–1000 years ago. With intense farming 
in the surrounding Waipahi catchment area, 
examples of such an ecosystem are now rare.

The Mccann’s skink Oligosoma maccanni, 
common skink Oligosoma polychroma and 
green skink Oligosoma chloronoton inhabit 
the covenant. Birds, aquatic species and 
insects including native moths, butterflies 
and beetles add to the array of wildlife.

Lizards are protected
all native lizard species are protected by 
the Wildlife act, and may not be captured, 
collected or deliberately disturbed without 
a Department of conservation permit.

To find out more about lizards:

A Photographic Guide to Reptiles and 
Amphibians of New Zealand, Tony Jewell  
and Rod Morris, 2008

The New Zealand Herpetological Society 
www.reptiles.org.nz

Department of Conservation  
(including the new Electronic Atlas of the 
Amphibians & Reptiles of New Zealand)  
www.doc.govt.nz

Above left: The outlook 
over the Taylors’ 
covenant towards the 
Blue Mountains.

Above right: Red 
tussock grassland 
protected by the 
covenant.

Right: The McCann’s 
skink inhabits 
grasslands, herbfields, 
scrub, rocky areas and 
sand dunes.

Below: The green  
skink inhabits tussock 
grasslands, scrub, 
herbfields and 
wetlands, living 
amongst dense 
vegetation or rock piles.
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Forest remnant resilience

An update from the Landcare Research Forest  
Remnant Resilience programme funded by the  
Foundation for Research, Science and Technology.

forest fragments need fencing  
and pest control

John innes from Landcare research in 
hamilton describes a two-year collaborative 
research project involving ecologists from 
Landcare research, university of Waikato, 
university of canterbury, and agresearch.

Previous research has shown that vegetation 
can restore itself once stock is excluded, even 
in long-grazed fragments*.

New research is now finding answers to some 
follow-up questions: Do the effects of fencing 
flow through vegetation into other parts of 
the ecosystem, such as leaf litter, and the 
invertebrates that live there? 

What does pest control add to fencing, if 
anything? Does fencing itself affect pest 
abundance? Do fragments isolated in a ‘sea 
of pasture’ act like real islands, preventing 
reinvasion by pests like ship rats?

Tawa-dominated forest fragments

We worked in 53 tawa-dominated forest fragments in 
central Waikato, with an average size of six hectares. 
The sites have been fenced for different lengths 
of time and have had different levels of control of 
possums and ship rats, the key pests.

as expected, a burst of native seedlings establishes 
after fencing, with a dense sapling thicket developing 
by 15 years later. Opportunities for new seedlings are 
then limited by the lack of available growing space. 
Without pest control, young non-palatable subcanopy 

trees like mahoe and 
kawakawa quickly 
dominate at the expense 
of canopy trees such as 
mangeao. Pest control  
at the time of initial 
fencing is therefore 
needed to enable 
seedlings of palatable 
species to establish.

The rapid establishment 
of seedlings following 
fencing means that there 
is a very limited window of opportunity for pest 
control to influence future canopy composition. so 
while possum and rat control at any time will improve 
leaf production and flowering and fruiting, control 
at the time of initial fencing can improve the whole 
restoration trajectory of the fragment.

More vegetation and less soil compaction inside 
fenced fragments created the moist conditions that 
encourage leaf litter decay. Leaf litter mass in summer 
varied from 8 to 14 tonnes per hectare among sites 
and tended to be higher in fenced fragments. The rate 
of decomposition of experimental bags of tawa litter 
increased from about 40% over a 200-day period in 
unfenced fragments, to nearly 70% in fragments from 
which stock had been excluded for many years.

*see Fencing kahikatea remnants is worthwhile in  
Open Space issue 61, august 2004 or download  
under www.openspace.org.nz/resources/Covenant  
management information

Top and above: South 
of Cambridge, five 
blocks of tawa-mangeao 
forest In Kairangi were 
protected in 2007 with 
a 25ha QEII covenant by 
Whanake Farms Limited. 
To exclude grazing 
stock, the remnants 
were fenced with 
contributions from the 
landowner, Environment 
Waikato and QEII.

Above:  
Beilschmiedia tawa
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Forest remnant resilience

and what of invertebrates? The litter-dwelling 
invertebrates we targeted, for example, millipedes, 
earthworms, beetles, flies, thrips and amphipods,  
are closely involved in the breakdown of organic 
matter and the cycling of nutrients essential for forest 
health. From over 100,000 invertebrates collected 
in almost 1,000 samples from 30 forest fragments 
and three reference forest sites, we learned that 
invertebrate densities found in fragments fenced 
30-40 years ago were up to 100 times those found in 
unfenced fragments.

Our results suggest that there are strong links 
between vegetation regeneration, invertebrate 
abundance and nutrient cycling, and that these links 
can be restored in managed fragments.

however, fences are not entirely beneficial. Our 
research discovered that ship rats – key, unwanted 
predators of seeds, invertebrates, lizards and nesting 
birds – were seven times more abundant in fenced 
fragments (7 rats per hectare) than in grazed 
fragments (1 per hectare). This is probably due to the 
extra food from the more dense vegetation and litter 
and the greater number of invertebrates. Whether or 
not this is true for other pests such as possums and 
hedgehogs is unknown.

Covenants protecting forest fragments containing tawa

The research is exploring the effects of fencing and pest control on the resilience 
of tawa-dominated forest fragments that are common on rolling hill country in 
the Waikato. Protecting these fragments with Qeii covenants helps to assist the 
viability of our native species and forms valuable corridors and habitat for birds 
such as tui and kereru.

in the Waikato, 204 Qeii covenants protect 353 forest fragments in which tawa is 
a dominant species, a total of 8,037 hectares. The recently registered covenants 
featured here are similar to the fragments studied in the research.

Above: A ship rat eating song thrush chicks.

Furthermore, all eight fragments in which we 
eradicated rats were reinvaded within a month, 
despite the pasture gap of up to 250m to the 
nearest source forest, and regardless of whether the 
fragments were linked to the source by some kind of 
vegetated corridor.

Our results identify a previously unsuspected 
dilemma for fragment conservation. Fencing to 
reduce stock access is a key tool to protect the 
health of vegetation, litter and associated ecological 
processes, but it also encourages high numbers of 
ship rats and perhaps other pests. 

Maximising the biodiversity values of forest fragments 
therefore requires both fencing and pest control.

Right: This tawa-mangeao 
remnant was protected 
with a 4ha covenant in 
2007 by Peter O’Brien 
on his farm west of 
Maungatautari.

Intensive grazing for years 
in remnants prevents 
regeneration and 
reduces litter depth and 
invertebrate abundance. 
The research has shown 
this reduces the suitability 
of the habitat for ship rats.

Fenced with contributions 
from QEII and landowner  
in 2007, new seedlings  
are already emerging in 
this covenant.

Right: South-west of 
Pirongia, Andrew and Anna 
Clark protected three forest 
fragments with a 2.5ha 
covenant in 2006. ‘Tawa 
is the dominant species 
and there are now young 
ones coming through,’ says 
Andrew. ‘There’s also been 
a tremendous increase in 
tui and kereru since the 
possums were controlled.’

Originally fenced in 1986, 
the healthy understorey 
includes pigeonwood, 
mapou, mahoe, wheki, 
mamaku, pate, nikau, 
lancewood, heketara, 
rangiora and wineberry.

Excluding stock by fencing 
remnants increases 
vegetation regeneration, 
litter mass and litter 
decomposition rates. 
Unfortunately, the research 
shows these positive effects 
may also increase ship rat 
abundance.
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Fencing

Above: Brett and Michelle Miller protected 
two tawa-mangeao forest fragments  
south-east of Cambridge with a 12.5ha 
covenant in 2007.

For isolated fragments such as these, the 
research shows that up to 250m of pasture 
between fragments does not stop ship rat 
reinvasion after eradication.

‘We are working with Environment Waikato 
on a rat eradication programme,’ says 
Michelle. ‘Unfortunately, there are areas 
of bush near us with no pest control which 
means that possums and rats do come back.’ 
 

For more information on controlling rats, see 
Rats on the New Zealand mainland in Open 
Space Issue 66, March 2006 or download the 
article on www.openspace.org.nz/
Resources/Covenant Management 
Information. Your Regional Council is 
another source for advice on rat control.

For more information on the research,  
contact John Innes on  
innesj@landcareresearch.co.nz
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historic southland fence retained

Left: George with his 
parents, Betty and 
Vic Taylor, and the 
protected podocarp-
broadleaf forest 
beyond. ‘This covenant 
reflects the Taylor 
family’s wonderful 
appreciation of their 
bush,’ says Gay Munro, 
QEII Southland Regional 
Representative.

Middle: George and Vic 
Taylor next to the old 
rabbit fence that was 
erected by Vic in 1953 
to enable him to make 
a living off the farm. 
George says the only 
trees taken out of the 
area were the few totara 
felled for the fence 
posts. It was unique at 
that time for the rimu 
and matai not to have 
been milled.

Bottom: With QEII 
and the Taylors 
contributing to the 
cost, George managed 
the building of the 
new 760m netting 
fence protecting the 
covenant, including the 
clearing of the line with 
an excavator.

Inset: Pictured here in 
2007 during a good 
Southland frost, the old 
fence is now upgraded 
with an electric 
outrigger to stop 
pressure from stock. It 
should remain sound 
for at least another 20 
years.

Forming a fine landscape feature on a 
rolling hill country sheep and beef farm at 
Mokoreta in southland, taylor’s bush was 
protected with a 31ha Qeii covenant in 
July 2008. Naming the covenant after his 
parents, George Taylor protected the forest 
to recognise the land management of his 
father before him and to reflect his own love 
of the area.

Before bush or wetlands can be protected 
with a Qeii covenant, cost-effective fencing 
is generally required to exclude browsing 
animals such as cattle, sheep and deer. 
at Taylor’s Bush, 130m of an old style 
rabbit netting fence built in the 1950s was 
retained as part of the covenant fence, 
forming an historical record of the hardships 
of farming in days gone by.

George Taylor found out about the benefits of covenanting on the QEII website.  
You may have a special area on your farm that you wish to safeguard forever.  
Find out more on www.openspace.org.nz
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is that vine in your covenant invasive? 
or is it one of our unique native species?

Know your natives

Identifying native vines
Many Qeii covenants protect our unique native 
vines. unfortunately, invasive species are also 
found in forest and wetlands protected by 
covenants. There are possible funding sources 
available to help with controlling these weeds. 
The fact that there are native and invasive vines 
in the same genus can make identification 
tricky. some of these are featured here with 
their identifying characteristics and behaviour.

Old Man’s Beard or native clematis?

The invasive Old Man’s Beard Clematis vitalba 
can easily be confused with native clematis 
species. however, there are differences to look 
out for. Old Man’s Beard has leaves arranged 
in leaflets of five, flowers from December-
april, has ribbed vines, is deciduous with 
fluffy beards that stay on the plant after the 
leaves have been shed, and grows vigorously, 
dominating other vegetation. Native species 
have leaves arranged in leaflets of three, flower 
from august–October, have smooth vines, are 
evergreen and do not smother and kill the trees 
they grow in. 

Above left: In 2006, Old Man’s Beard was  
rampant in a portion of John Waldin’s 8.6ha 
beech and podocarp forest covenant on his 
301ha sheep and beef farm near Takapau in 
Central Hawke’s Bay. 

With contributions from the Biodiversity 
Condition Fund, QEII, Hawke’s Bay Regional 
Council and the Waldins, the Old Man’s Beard  
was controlled by hand pulling seedlings and 
cutting and painting stumps, and by spraying 
 in a steep gorge.

‘The control has been really good 
although we do have to watch for 
seedlings coming up,’ says John. ‘We 
are really appreciative of QEII’s help in 
getting the funding, as Old Man’s Beard 
just spreads so fast.’

Above right: Flowers and leaves of Old 
Man's Beard.

Right: The native Clematis paniculata 
(puawhananga) is found in lowland 
forests. In the spring, sprays of large pure 
white flowers stand out against the dark 
foliage of the forest.

In Wainuiomata near Lower Hutt, Marc 
Daglish protected 4.2ha of lowland 
broadleaved forest with a covenant in 
2007. With its distinctive seed heads,  
C. paniculata is one of the wide range of 
species in this regenerating block.

‘Often native climbers are seen on the edges of the forest. They play 
a big part in providing a “healthy edge” to keep winds from blowing 
unimpeded through the forest and drying it out or toppling trees,’ 
Trevor explains. ‘a healthy edge also keeps in warmth during the 
winter and maintains coolness in the summer, giving the forest 
interior a milder, more productive climate.

‘Before controlling a vine in a covenant, it’s important to identify it. 
is it an invasive species? Or is it one of our native vines that make 
such a large contribution to our biodiversity?

‘having native vines flourishing in your covenant will not only help 
to improve its health but also provide you with wonderful displays 
of flowers and fruit.’

Many vines introduced into New Zealand for cultivation have 
escaped and turned into aggressive weeds. With their vigorous 
growth, they strangle or smother native vegetation, becoming a 
major threat to our native bush, wetlands and streams. One well 
known example is Old Man’s Beard. controlling such invasive vines in 
covenants has a positive impact on indigenous plants and wildlife.

With these vines having such detrimental effects on our 
environment, there is a risk that all vines in a covenant are cleared 
because they are thought to be invasive. however, New Zealand 
has a wide range of native vines. Trevor Thompson, Qeii Wairarapa 
regional representative, says these climbers have evolved as part 
of our ecosystems for millions of years and many native birds and 
invertebrates rely on the seasonal fruits, nectar from the flowers and, 
in some cases, foliage for food.
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Key

Red  = Invasive Green  = Native

Know your natives

Vines are plants that climb other vegetation to get the light they need for growth and 
reproduction. they have diverse ways of climbing. some twine around their support whereas 
others have sensitive tendrils, attaching roots or clinging hooks.

Below: Another native, Clematis forsteri, is 
found in lowland forests and on rocky cliffs 
along coastlines. 

This spectacular specimen features in the 
11.2ha lowland forest covenant owned by 
Danielle and Jarrod Hawkins south-east of 
Otorohanga. Danielle is the granddaughter 
of Arthur and Pat Cowan, the original 
covenantors of this remnant.

Invasive or native jasmine?

Right: The invasive Jasminum polyanthum is a 
vigorous, evergreen climber growing to 10m, 
twining up through supporting vegetation 
and smothering host plants. Jasmine has 
small, shiny, dark green leaves with seven 
leaflets and white-pinkish fragrant flowers.

Right below: The native Parsonsia heterophylla 
(New Zealand jasmine, kaihua) is found in 
coastal to lower mountain forest. It has small 
and strongly scented white to yellow flowers. 
The fruits of long narrow pods open to release 
tufted seeds.

In spring, the many flowers of this jasmine 
are an eye-catching sight in Tracey and Tony 

Salmon’s 0.3ha swamp maire forest covenant 
in Waikanae on the Kapiti Coast. The jasmine 
is growing over other native vegetation 
including mahoe.

Bottom middle: Parsonsia heterophylla climbs 
tall kanuka in the Speight family’s 2.1ha kanuka 
and swamp forest covenant in Waikanae.

Bottom right: A second native species, 
Parsonsia capsularis, occurs in shrubland and 
on forest margins. The leaves are generally 
narrower than those of P. heterophylla.

This P. capsularis is protected in a semi-coastal 
kanuka and ngaio forest QEII covenant at 
Barrys Bay on Banks Peninsula.
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Know your natives

Blackberry or bush lawyer?

Right: The Rubus genus is widespread 
around the world and includes blackberry 
Rubus fruticosus agg. With arching, 
entangling and woody stems that have 
savage backward pointing thorns, 
blackberry grows into impenetrable thickets.

Far right: Blackberry spreads across native 
vegetation in this 10ha kahikatea, matai and 
totara forest covenant in Central Hawke’s 
Bay. With contributions from QEII, the 
Biodiversity Condition Fund, Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Council and the landowner, Old 
Man’s Beard and hawthorn have been 
controlled in the covenant to allow 
regeneration of the nationally endangered 
Pittosporum obcordatum. Strategies for 
controlling the blackberry are still being 
considered.

Right: Native species of Rubus include the 
bush lawyers Rubus australis, R. cissoides and 
R. schmidelioides. With curved hooks on long 
stems, they are found on forest and bush 
margins. 

This R. cissoides is protected in Sheelagh 
Leary’s 3.8ha lowland beech covenant near 
Upper Hutt in Wellington. It has white  
flowers in the spring with orange red  
berries ripening from summer to autumn.  
Inset: Juvenile leaves.

Far right: Rubus cissoides flowers in Bob and 
Karen Schumacher’s lowland primary forest 
remnant near Inglewood in Taranaki.

Banana passionfruit or kohia?

Right: The invasive banana passionfruit 
Passiflora tripartita is a vigorous climber, 
smothering forest margins and regrowth with 
a dense growth of leafy vines. It has three-
lobed, shiny green leaves with toothed edges 
and soft hairs underneath. Large, hanging 
pink star-shape flowers are produced in 
summer and the large fruit ripens to yellow.

At Waimarama in Hawke’s Bay, banana 
passionfruit, cotoneaster and jasmine were 
invading this 8.4ha semi-coastal forest 
covenant from adjacent bush. With 
contributions from QEII, the Biodiversity 
Condition Fund, Hawke’s Bay Regional Council 
and the landowner, Nikau One Limited, these 
weeds have now been controlled.

Far right: The native Passiflora tetrandra (New 
Zealand passion vine, kohia) has pointed dark 
green glossy leaves and stems that coil on the 
forest floor and extend up into the forest 
canopy. The greenish white flowers occur from 
mid-spring to summer and the bright orange 
fruit from autumn to winter.

This kohia is one of the native species 
protected in David Wilkie’s 9.2ha lowland 
forest covenant east of Takaka.
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For more about identifying native vines  
see Nature Guide to the New Zealand Forest,  
John Dawson and Rob Lucas, reprinted 2007.

For information on controlling  
invasive vines, contact your  
Regional Council or visit their website.
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Dairy farms

Kahikatea stand protected on Waikato dairy farm
Just east of Otorohanga, marguerite Phillips protected a kahikatea remnant in 2005 with an 0.8ha covenant  
named howard Phillips Kahikatea Bush after her late husband.

Right: With stock 
excluded by a 4-wire 
(2 electric) fence, this 
beautiful stand of 
kahikatea protected 
with a QEII covenant 
by Marguerite Phillips 
on her dairy farm 
is now starting to 
regenerate.

taranaki family celebrates the protection of Corkills bush
a family barbecue on 4 January at Graeme corkill’s farm between Tarata and Purangi east of inglewood, 
celebrated the protection of Corkills bush with a Qeii covenant. Graeme protected the large block of  
lowland forest with the 94ha covenant in 2007.

‘The process with Qeii has been brilliant,’ 
says Graeme. ‘Fencing the bush was a big 
job and i couldn’t have done it by myself. 
The fence helps with managing the farm as 
well as protecting the bush.’

Neil Phillips, Qeii Taranaki regional 
representative, says Graeme is a strong 
advocate for conservation and the benefits 
of protecting bush with Qeii covenants. 

‘retiring this forest from stock will result 
in regeneration and a better habitat for 
wildlife including kiwi in the north-east 
block,’ Neil explains.

Above left: Five of Graeme Corkill’s six children, 
his grandchildren and his mother (an area 
in the covenant is called Jean's Bush for her) 
gathered at Corkills Bush to celebrate its 
protection with a QEII covenant.

Above right: The protected primary kamahi-
tawa-rewarewa forest and rimu-black beech 
forest forms a notable landscape feature 
beyond the river flats of the Taramoukau. 
Graeme Corkill runs 130 cows on his 643ha 
dairy, sheep and cattle farm.

Right: The 7-wire post and batten fence 
protecting the covenant from stock intrusion 
was constructed with contributions from QEII 
and the landowner. ‘It’s an excellent job done 
on relatively steep country,’ says Neil Phillips.

On the Waipa river floodplain, the remnant stands out on her high 
producing 81ha farm which runs 300 cows. ‘The kahikatea is one 
of the last stands in the area as most were cleared for farming,’ says 
Marguerite. ‘it’s really worth saving.’

The New Zealand Native Forest restoration Trust is revegetating the 
edges of the remnant with flax and other native species. ‘excluding 
stock and edge revegetation has had remarkable results on similar 
remnants such as those protected with covenants by Graham 
and rosemary Davison,’ says Malcolm Mackenzie, Qeii Waitomo-
Otorohanga regional representative. ‘i have high hopes that this 
project will contribute to the sustainability of this valuable stand.’ 
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Covenant management

recording ecological changes in your covenant
covenants are monitored regularly by Qeii regional representatives to assess their ecological health. Photographs 
help to record the changes taking place as a result of excluding stock with fences, pest and weed control, and 
restoration work. You may also like to create your own record of the results of your covenant management. 

What is the best way of taking photos to monitor your covenant?  
an effective method of recording changes is by the setting  
of ‘photopoints’. These are fixed locations from which repeat 
photographs are taken.

Miles Giller, Qeii North canterbury regional representative, says 
it takes some planning to set photopoints. ‘One helpful thing is to 
ensure photos are taken from precisely the same position each time,’ 
he says. ‘it can take a while to develop a reliable technique for this.’

Figure 1: Miles describes Photopoint 4 at  
Jane Chetwynd’s 12ha montane podocarp 
forest and shrubland covenant on Banks 
Peninsula as ‘from eastern most macrocarpa 
stump just below house looking NW’. This 
photopoint monitors the succession of woody 
species towards a future Hall’s totara forest.

Figure 2: Photopoint 3 at Robert Johnston’s 
95ha submontane tussock grassland, 
shrubland and flaxland covenant near Oxford 
looks north-east from a trig station. This 
photopoint monitors the health of  
the dominant silver tussock under a limited 
grazing regime.

Miles’ hints for setting photopoints
Decide what you are monitoring e.g. weed • 
control, recovery of the understorey, 
restoration work, threatened species or 
long term succession.

make sure you and your successors will • 
continue to have access to the photopoint 
to take photos in the future.

Choose a place that is easy to find e.g. side • 
of a track, fence stay or big tree (figures 1 
and 2 show examples).

use a waratah to mark the location of the • 
photopoint if necessary – this is easier to 
find in the long run.

use two markers – one for the camera • 
position and one to place in the centre of 
the photo.

a square of white venetian blind tacked to • 
a sturdy tree or post makes a good marker 
for the camera (see figure 3). to mark the 
centre of the picture, attach a square of 
brightly coloured venetian blind material 
to a long term feature (see figure 4).

Taking potential regrowth into account is another significant factor 
to consider. ‘regeneration can be swift once a covenant is fenced,’ 
Miles explains. ‘i’ve lost photopoint markers in regrowth and then 
had battles finding them. a GPs would be handy.

‘it’s also necessary to decide if a chosen point will continue to  
give you the information you need to monitor changes in the 
future. some spots are far more dynamic than others.’
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Figure 2
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Covenant management

Figure 3: A white square on a post marks the camera position 
for Photopoint 3 at Jane Chetwynd’s covenant. This photopoint 
monitors the succession from coprosma through to mountain  
five-finger and then on to Hall’s totara; a very long term project.

Figure 4: In the black and mountain beech forest block of the 
Halls Bush covenant owned by Wendy and Graeme Marsh, Miles 
established a new Photopoint 7 in 2008 with yellow markers on a 
beech tree. He added the second marker higher up the tree as he 
expects the lower one to be hidden by regrowth within a few years.

Ecological changes in Canterbury wetland
since 1994, the 12ha halls Bush covenant at Glenroy has protected 
a beech and mountain forest remnant (see Figure 4) and a peat 
wetland. Originally protected by roger and shirley Dennis, the 
covenant is now owned by their daughter and her husband, 
Wendy and graeme marsh. The raised wetland is unusual in 
this area and with a large number of indigenous species it is of 
considerable regional significance.

Figure 5: Photopoint 2 at 
the wetland is described 
as ‘looking NE from the 
central fence stay midway 
along the SW side’. In 
March 1999, the wetland 
was covered with gorse 
and broom.

Figure 6: As part of the 
covenant management, 
Roger Dennis put a 
comprehensive weed and 
pest control programme 
in place. By November 
2000, he had sprayed the 
gorse and broom.

Figure 7: With ongoing 
weed and pest control, 
Carex secta, coprosma 
and manuka were 
flourishing by June 2006. 
The snow had flattened 
the vegetation; taking 
photographs at the 
same time of the year is 
preferable for an accurate 
record of changes.

Figure 8: The wetland 
was in a good, weed-
free state by January 
2008. ‘Photographing 
the changes over time 
has provided a record 
of the improving 
ecological health of 
this rare wetland,’ says 
Miles. ‘Positive change 
like this is all due to the 
dedication of covenantors 
like Roger Dennis.’
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Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 8

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 5

More hints for setting photopoints
mark the photopoints on a photodiagram e.g. aerial photo or a • 
sketch of the covenant. Describe briefly in words where they are.

try to take the photos at roughly the same time of year (see • 
figure 7 for the effect of snow on vegetation) and the same time 
of the day to get a similar angle of the sun.

try to have the sun at your back. a clear day is best to see detail • 
such as in a landscape, and light cloud is best for reducing 
contrast in understorey photos.

Don’t hesitate to set new photopoints when required  • 
(see figure 4).
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Covenant management

monitoring the changes in a Waikato kahikatea 
remnant over twenty years
at Te Kowhai north-west of hamilton, a kahikatea remnant on Peter and Denise hartles’ dairy farm was protected 
with a 1.3ha Qeii covenant in 1989. During the past twenty years, Qeii Waikato regional representatives have regularly 
monitored the health of the covenant, taking photographs to record the ecological changes. as well as kahikatea, the 
covenant protects tawa, titoki, matai and rewarewa.

Above: The first photos on record were taken in 1987 during an inspection by Stuart Chambers 
of the new fence constructed to exclude stock from the covenant. The forest had little native 
understorey or groundcover, just inkweed.

The late Tony Fraser set up four 
photopoints in 2002, sketching their 
locations on a diagram of the covenant 
(P1-P4). This ensured all future photos 
would be taken from the same 
locations, a great benefit when 
recording changes.

By 2002, students from Fraser high 
school had started to restore the open 
clearings in the covenant, planting a 
wide range of species including 
kahikatea, mahoe, titoki, wineberry, 
kawakawa and karamu.

in 2004, hamish Dean set up a new 
interior photopoint in the eastern end 
of the remnant (P5). By then, after 15 
years of protection with the covenant, 
there was good regeneration helped 
along by the students’ plantings.

By 2006 at Photopoint 3, the planted karamu 
and mahoe had formed an edge in front of the 
kahikatea and rewarewa canopy.

At Photopoint 5, the groundcover and 
understorey had improved with growth in 
ferns and dense tawa regeneration along with 
mapou, mahoe and turepo.

With a stable canopy and a healthy edge of 
mahoe, the condition of the covenant in 2008 
had improved substantially from the sparse 
vegetation present twenty years before. Tui, 
kereru and kingfishers have returned.

In the understorey, there is excellent 
regeneration of tawa, matai and mapou. The 
kahikatea remnant now has good overall 
ecological health.
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Fragments

Property for sale  
with covenant
For more details of this property, 
visit www.openspace.org.nz

Ruapuke, south of Raglan, Waikato

24.7ha bush block protected by Qeii 
covenant at ruapuke, 10 kilometres 
west of Te Mata between Mt Kariori 
and the coast. Part of a deceased 
estate. 

contact robyn Miles, ellice Tanner 
Law Firm, phone 07 838 3333 or 
email robyn@ellicetanner.co.nz

Image © 2008 DigitalGlobe
Image © 2008 TerraMetrics

Things to buy
QEII Swanndri® Vest

a high-quality merino  
wool vest, embroidered 
with the Qeii logo.
Price: $165  
including GsT and postage 

(Navy only) 

 

sizes available: S M L XL 2XL 3XL

Chest (cm) 94 99 104 114 124 134

Waist (cm) 80 85 90 100 110 120

QEII Greeting cards
Pack of 10 cards in two 
designs with envelopes.  
inside of card is blank.
Price: $30  
including GsT and postage

sizes available: S

ORDER FORM

Name

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

address (for courier delivery)

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................

email  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 Please send a receipt

Please post your order form to Qeii National Trust, PO Box 3341,  
Wellington 6140 or fax to 04 472 5578 or phone 04 472 6626

Prices include GST and postage

Vest size(s)  .....................................................................................  x $165.00 each = $...............................................

Greeting cards (packs of 10 only) ...................  x $30/pack = $...............................................

Donation (optional)    $...............................................

 Total $...............................................

Method of payment    cheque    Mastercard    Visa

creDiT carD DeTaiLs 

Number:

    
cardholder name  .............................................................................................  expiry date.........................................

signature  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................

To covenantors and  
other interested people  
in Nelson-Tasman

Would you like to visit other Qeii 
covenants in the area?

•	 Meet	like-minded	people	
•	 	See	how	other	covenants	are	

maintained and enhanced 
•	 	Broaden	your	knowledge	of	

unique areas, plant species, 
wildlife, and pest plant and  
animal control.

if you are interested, please phone 
me on 03 970 933 in the hope we 
can arrange field trips for the benefit 
of all of us and our covenants.  
Steve Johnson, Dovedale, Nelson. 

Change to tax credits for 
donations to QEII Trust

Previously, the tax rebate on 
financial donations to charitable 
organisations was limited to $630. 
The rules have now changed. 
For the tax year ending 31 March 
2009 and for future years, you can 
claim the lesser of 33.33% of the 
total donations you have made to 
approved organisations, or 33.33% 
of your taxable income.

This change in tax credits will help 
those who support Qeii to secure 
long-term protection of natural and 
cultural features on private land.

QEII Trust is a registered charitable 
entity under the Charities Act 2005. 
Registration number: CC28488.

QEII bequests and 
gifts programme
Help protect New Zealand’s 
unique open space for future 
generations

a bequest is a special gift of cash  
or assets left in your will to a person 
or organisation. Many people leave 
a bequest in their will to a charity.

a bequest to Qeii can help to 
protect and enhance New 
Zealand’s diverse open space  
for future generations to enjoy.

To make a bequest

When making your will, it is easy  
to include a bequest to Qeii.  
Please talk about this when 
preparing your will with your 
solicitor or other adviser.

if you have already made a will,  
a simple way to leave a bequest  
to Qeii is to alter your will by 
making an amendment called a 
codicil (for an example, visit  
www.openspace.org.nz). We do 
advise that you seek the advice of 
your solicitor or other adviser.

To discuss any aspect of contributing to  
QEII by bequest or gift, please contact  
CEO Margaret McKee on 04 472 6626  
or from outside Wellington  
0800 4 OPENSPACE (0800 467 367),  
or email mmckee@openspace.org.nz

Fencing Contractors 
Association NZ (FCANZ) 

Phone 0508 4 FCANZ (0508 4 32269) 
www.fencingcontractors.co.nz
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Archaeological sites

Protecting archaeological sites with qeii covenants
archaeological sites are irreplaceable parts of our heritage. Private landowners can play an important role by protecting 
them with Qeii open space covenants.

What is an archaeological site?

The historic Places act 1993 defines an 
archaeological site as a place associated 
with pre-1900 human activity, where there 
may be evidence relating to the history 
of New Zealand. While some sites are 
easily recognised, others may be hidden 
underground or beneath vegetation.

some landowners choose to give added 
protection to their archaeological sites, 
even though such sites are protected 
under the historic Places act 1993.  a 
Qeii covenant is one way to protect an 
archaeological site in perpetuity.

What protection does the law give 
archaeological sites?

The historic Places act 1993 makes it 
unlawful for any person to destroy, damage 
or modify the whole or any part of an 
archaeological site, whether or not the land 
on which the site is located is designated, 
or a resource or building consent has been 
issued, without the prior authority of the 
New Zealand historic Places Trust.

if there is a chance you may damage a site, 
you must apply to the New Zealand historic 
Places Trust for permission to do so. This 
Trust can advise you of the most suitable 
course of action.

For advice on the best management and 
protection for a particular site, please 
contact the Historic Places Trust or visit 
www.historic.org.nz

Hawke’s Bay kumara pits
Māori developed storage pits to protect 
kumara seed stock and food supplies 
from the cold and wet during winter. The 
archaeological remains of these storage 
pits can often be found on ridges and river 
terraces above gardens throughout the 
North island and northern south island.

There are two common forms: rua (bell 
shaped) and rectangular. rectangular pits 
with raised rims are found mainly on the 
east coast of the North island while bell 
shaped underground pits are found in 
Taranaki.*

at Kaimata north of Napier, Jeana and David 
giblin protected a series of pits, a coastal 
limestone cliff and a regenerating bush gully 
with a 1.3ha Qeii covenant in 2006. With 
significant archaeological values, this area 
is part of the heipipi Pā system, one of the 
oldest pā in hawke’s Bay.

‘having the covenant in place means the pits 
and restoration plantings will be protected 
forever,’ says Jeana.

For more about archaeological  
sites protected by QEII covenants visit  
www.openspace.org.nz
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Top: The closely 
grouped, roughly 
rectangular pits are 
located at the top  
of the limestone cliff  
in the Giblins’ 
covenant. A 1995 
archaeological report 
notes that the surface 
evidence suggests 
Heipipi was mostly  
a garden complex 
although the 
abundance of shell 
middens indicates 
some occupation  
was probable.

Bottom: Jeana and 
David Giblin have 
planted over 4,000 
native plants in the 
gully section of their 
covenant. To control 
blackberry, pampas 
and barberry on  
the limestone cliff  
face that is also 
protected by the 
covenant, funding 
assistance has been 
obtained from  
the Biodiversity 
Condition Fund.

* source: Archaeological Remains of New Zealand’s First Gardens brochure,  
new zealand historic Places trust.
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Covenants update

Community helps to enhance rare taranaki wetland

On World Wetlands Day on 1 February, Kevin and Marianne Murphy hosted an open day at their wetland covenant on 
their 180ha dairy farm at auroa east of Opunake. Now managed by their children, the property runs 650 cows.

‘We had this untidy swamp near our house,’ 
says Kevin. ‘By protecting it with a Qeii 
covenant and planting natives, it’s become  
a valuable asset on the farm.’

With assistance from Qeii, south Taranaki 
District council, Taranaki Tree Trust, auroa 
school students and Pihama Young Farmers 
club members, the 2.1ha covenant has  
been fenced and enhanced with 6,500  
native plants.

‘We’ve planted 33 different varieties including 
flaxes and toetoe,’ explains Kevin. ‘it’s an 
ongoing project and there are still bigger 
trees such as totara and rimu to go in. Neil 
and Denise Phillips provided the technical 
expertise on what to plant, where to buy the 
plants and where to plant them.

‘i see my job as putting in the trees and 
controlling the blackberry and other weeds.  
it’s all about leaving a legacy for those 
following us.’

Above: Kevin Murphy explains the restoration 
of the wetland at the open day. It is now 
protected from stock by a 6-wire (1 electric) 
post and batten fence.

Left: Before being fenced and replanted in 
2007, the raupo wetland was susceptible to 
weeds and stock intrusion. 
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Parahebe “bamboozle” rediscovered in 
ernest morgan forest reserve
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The 21ha ernest Morgan Forest reserve near Waimauku north of 
auckland is owned by Qeii Trust. With the support of the  
New Zealand Native Forests restoration Trust, the regenerating 

forest remnant was gifted to Qeii in 1985 by two sisters, 
descendants of the Morgan family who settled in the ararimu 
Valley in the 1880s.

Above: A combined Auckland Botanical Society and Royal Forest and 
Bird field trip in June 2008 rediscovered a tiny, distinctive Parahebe 
in the reserve. It had been found the year before by Geoff Davidson, 
but intensive searching earlier in 2008 could not locate it.

Above: A small population of this Parahebe, called “Bamboozle” 
because of its peculiar morphology and chromosome number, was 
found in the forest. Professor Phil Garnock-Jones and Dr Peter de 
Lange are now planning to describe the plant.
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Covenants update

recently registered covenants
A summary of covenants registered from 1 October 2008 to 31 January 2009

A archaeological feature D Duneland F Forest
Fl Flaxland G Grassland Ga Garden / arboretum
Ge Geological feature L Landscape P Predator-proof area
R rushland S shrubland T Treeland
Tu Tussockland W Wetland

Key: 

Name Area 
(ha)

Open space 
type District Council

headwaters honeymoon Valley 
Limited 72.9 F Far North

MBr Developments Limited 18.4 D Far North
Mitchell Management services 
Limited (x2) 7.2 F,s Whangarei

ruddell & Quinn 11.5 F,s,W Whangarei
Blackwell 4.7 F Kaipara
cullen 5.1 F Kaipara
Ledbury Farm Limited 1.9 F Kaipara
Leslie 4.4 F Kaipara
armstrong 0.7 W rodney
The North shore riding club inc. 17.3 F rodney
Thompson & hughes 0.7 F rodney
Glasgow 5.6 F Papakura
Fairburn 1.3 F Franklin
Jepson 2.1 s Franklin
McNamara Farms Limited 21.7 a,F Franklin
Pos 1.4 F Franklin
N evans & co Limited (x2) 5.6 F Thames-coromandel
sieling 5.0 F,W Thames-coromandel
hope 16.3 F Waikato
rosemergy 0.6 F Waikato
Garland & Makgill 6.4 F Waipa
hulse (x2) 2.6 F Waipa
Tauroa 3.5 G,P Waipa
Taylor 2.8 F Waipa
Townend 4.2 F Waipa
Deegan 23.0 F Whakatane
ryan 0.3 F,L Otorohanga
calvert 29.4 F,L,W Waitomo
Geange 0.5 W Waitomo
Loft 2.7 F Waitomo
Margetts & campbell 3.4 F,T Waitomo
Kia Ora station Limited 39.0 F Gisborne
Neilson 0.1 F Gisborne
sisterson 2.5 W Gisborne
rough 7.9 F,r Wairoa
Kirk 3.6 G,W hastings
Liebenow 1.1 Ge,W hastings

Name Area 
(ha)

Open space 
type District Council

McLaren 9.2 F hastings
Wills 31.4 F hastings
Mangarara Farm Limited 35.4 W central hawke’s Bay
Dobson 8.3 F New Plymouth
Duke 0.5 F,W New Plymouth
Fabish Bros Farms Limited 1.8 F New Plymouth
Mccaul 2.5 F New Plymouth
Tegel Foods Limited 2.0 F New Plymouth
Wairau holdings Limited 0.6 Fl New Plymouth
Wilson 85.3 F New Plymouth
Wisnewski 0.8 F New Plymouth
Lupton 3.8 F,W south Taranaki
Miller 26.3 F rangitikei
Young 0.6 F rangitikei
alderson & Omundsen 4.7 F,T Tararua
Barrow 0.7 F Tararua
Beagley 269.5 F Tararua
checkley 0.7 F Tararua
elliott 8.3 F,r,W Tararua
Landcorp Farming Limited 49.0 F Tararua
Leary 3.8 F upper hutt
Gray, stanley & Meads 0.7 W Porirua
Williams 10.2 F Marlborough
Fletcher 5.9 F Nelson
North & squires 0.7 F Nelson
Kingston 1.2 F,r Tasman
Pearson 1.9 F,r,T,W Tasman
Landcorp Farming Limited 13.6 F,s Grey
coates & Thompson (x2) 0.5 F Kaikoura
Birdling 2.7 F,L Kaikoura
Thacker (x2) 42.3 F,L,T christchurch
Landcorp Farming Limited 21.6 s,Tu,W Dunedin
cullen 26.3 F clutha
hewett Farm Limited 8.3 F, W clutha
Little Fish on the roof Limited 15.0 F clutha
McGill 50.2 F,W clutha
cowie (x2) 11.0 F,T southland
Dudfield 21.9 F southland
Landcorp Farming Limited (x3) 14.2 W,s southland

Covenants by Regional Council – 31 January 2009
regional 
Council 

total land 
area in the 
region (ha)

no. of 
registered  
covenants 

no. of 
approved 
covenants 

total area 
registered 
& approved 
(ha)

largest 
registered 
covenant in 
region (ha)

average 
covenant 
size (ha)

northland 1,250,000 518 59 8,864 417 15.4

auckland 500,000 219 36 3,961 841 15.5

Waikato 2,500,000 480 74 16,107 645 29.1

bay of Plenty 1,223,100 149 13 10,447 6,564 64.5

gisborne 826,500 104 18 4,381 1,104 35.9

taranaki 723,600 187 46 3,439 334 14.8

hawke’s bay 1,420,000 193 34 11,900 4,606 52.4

horizons 2,221,500 265 42 7,220 306 23.5

Wellington 813,000 251 37 6,000 824 20.8

tasman 978,600 106 22 2,231 641 17.4

nelson 42,100 12 0 289 140 24.1

marlborough 1,049,500 47 11 1,836 182 31.7

West Coast 2,300,000 35 13 1,998 619 41.6

Canterbury 4,220,000 194 43 13,354 1,679 56.3

otago 3,200,000 134 30 10,419 2,735 63.5

southland 3,035,000 179 51 5,557 214 24.2

Totals  3,073 529 108,002  30.0

Yellow-eyed penguin at Richard and  
Jill Simpson’s covenant at Fishermans Bay.

every four years, a penguin census is conducted 
over the same area of land at francis and 
shireen helps’ Qeii covenants at Flea Bay 
on Banks Peninsula. in 2008, 1,063 white-
flippered penguin nests were recorded, up 
170 from the previous census, and there were 
three nesting pairs of yellow-eyed penguins. 
‘These covenantors monitor the penguins and 
manage the associated threats as if it were part 
of everyday farming,’ says Miles Giller, Qeii North 
canterbury regional representative. Ph
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Trust people

field operations manager
maitland manning has joined Qeii in 
Wellington as the Field Operations Manager. 
he grew up on a sheep and cropping farm  
in Matarawa in the Wairarapa and has a  
Bsc from the university of canterbury.

Maitland worked with esr in their Water 
Management Group in the groundwater 
contamination team before heading  
overseas for his england based Oe. Most 

recently, he has worked for crop and Food research as a project 
manager on the sustainable Land use research initiative (sLuri). 
This soil research project aimed to promote sustainable land use  
in New Zealand’s rural sector through good management  
of our soils. Maitland is looking forward to working at Qeii to  
help protect significant natural and cultural features of the  
New Zealand Landscape.
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Miles Giller, QEII North Canterbury Regional Representative, pauses 
while doing a fence inspection to enjoy the spectacular outlook over 
the approved dryland forest and shrubland covenant owned by Alan 
and Adrienne McKnight south-west of Waikari. 

qeii staff and regional representatives at Cockayne’s Plot 12 on northburn station

Above: Dr Brian Molloy, High Country; Sir Brian Lochore, Chairperson; Margaret McKee, Chief Executive; Miles Giller, North Canterbury; Mark 
Sutton, Waiau Catchment; Kerri Lukis, Technical Officer; Rob Campbell, Coastal Otago; Gay Munro, Southland; Loralee Hyde, Editor Open 
Space; Karlene Hill, Technical Officer; Mike Copeland, West Coast; Philip Lissaman, Nelson-Tasman; Rob Smith, South Canterbury; Alistair 
Webb, Technical Officer; and John Bishop, Manager Legal Services.
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Above: At a QEII gathering at Northburn Station near Cromwell, 
former All Blacks, Sir Brian Lochore (1963–1971) and Dr Brian 
Molloy (1957), reminisced about the differences between a forward 
and a halfback.

Right: Trevor Thompson, 
QEII Wairarapa Regional 
Representative, is 
dwarfed by rampant Old 
Man's Beard in a primary 
forest covenant east of 
Masterton. 

Funding assistance has 
now been obtained from 
the Biodiversity Condition 
Fund to control the  
Old Man's Beard along 
with ivy, Japanese 
honeysuckle and 
sycamore. See page 18 for 
more about invasive vines.
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QEII Trust: help us to protect our natural features
Protecting natural features helps New Zealand 

Many of our plants, animals and landscapes are unique to  •	
New Zealand. This helps set us apart and define us as a nation.

unfortunately, many of these species and features are under •	
threat. The decreasing diversity of our indigenous flora 
and fauna is regarded as one of our biggest environmental 
problems.

New Zealand has a network of publicly owned conservation •	
areas. however, 70% of land is in private ownership.  
Many habitats and features are found only on privately  
owned land and can be protected only with the goodwill  
and action of landowners.

Practical land management and farm productivity

Many farmers protect natural features because it makes good •	
land management sense.

Bush and wetlands help to filter rain and runoff ensuring  •	
water quality. They encourage recycling of nutrients and  
reduce soil erosion.

Forest remnants reduce wind and provide shelter and shade, •	
enhancing stock management and production.

Fencing allows regeneration of bush, helps to protect  •	
stream banks and water quality, and keeps stock out of  
hard to manage areas.

healthy bush and natural landscapes beautify and add •	
economic value to farm properties.

Title  ..................................................  Name  ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

address  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode  .................................... Phone (0      )  ....................................................................................................................  email .......................................................................................................................

Membership Type (please tick)      
 individual $30      Family $45      Life $550
 corporate – business $75
 corporate – non profit organisation $50
subscriptions include GsT.  Financial members must have a residential address in New Zealand.

Donation (optional) 
Donations over $5.00 are tax deductible.

 $100   $50   $20    Other  $ ........................................................

Method of payment    cheque        Mastercard        Visa 

creDiT carD DeTaiLs 
Number:

    
cardholder name  ...................................................................................... expiry date.............................................................signature  .........................................................................................................

Total $ ............................................................            Please send a receipt

For direct debit option, please email info@openspace.org.nz

Please send me more information on:
 Making a bequest to Qeii       Open space covenants

Gift Membership
Gift to: Name & address ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

send next year’s gift renewal to me   or to the recipient 

QEII National Trust Membership ApplicationQeii is always in need of greater financial 
and moral support for its work. You can 
help by becoming a Qeii Trust member.

Your benefits as a QEII Trust member

Three issues of •	 Open Space™ 
magazine a year.

Free or discounted entrance to •	
properties owned or administered 
by the National Trust (uK), National 
Trust for scotland, National Trust 
of australia (all states), Barbados 
National Trust, Bermuda National 
Trust, National Trust for Fiji, Georgia 
Trust for historic Preservation, 
Gibraltar heritage Trust, Japan 
National Trust and National Trust for 
Zimbabwe.

entitlement to nominate and vote •	
two members onto the Qeii National 
Trust Board of Directors.

Financial members must have a 
residential address in New Zealand. Qeii 
covenantors automatically become 
members.

To join QEII Trust: post the membership 
application to Qeii National Trust,  
PO Box 3341, Wellington 6140,  
email info@openspace.org.nz or phone 
04 472 6626, or from outside Wellington 
0800 4 OPeNsPace (0800 467 367).

Join QEII National Trust
Membership – an ideal gift

Membership runs from 1 July to 30 June. New memberships after 31 March will come due for renewal 30 June the following year.
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What is a QEII open space 
covenant? 

a covenant is a legally binding protection 
agreement which is registered on the 
title to the land. it is voluntary but once in 
place binds the current and all subsequent 
landowners.

Private property rights are not jeopardised 
– the landowner retains ownership and 
management of the land. Visitor access is 
available only with the landowner’s prior 
permission.

each covenant is unique. it can apply to the 
whole property or just part of the property. 
There can be different management areas 
within a covenant with varying applicable 
conditions. conditions can be stringent 
where rare or vulnerable natural features or 
habitats are being protected.

Open space covenants are generally in 
perpetuity although there are variable 
term covenants. These include Kawenata 
on Māori land which recognises tino 
rangatiratanga, and life of the trees where 
individual trees occur in a situation where 
they may not be self-generating. landscape 
protection agreements are used where the 
land does not have title such as roadside 
areas.

The average covenant size is 30 hectares, 
with the largest being over 6,500 hectares. 
There are over 3,600 registered and 
approved covenants from the Far North to 
stewart island, from sea level to above the 
bush line.

Managing a QEII open space 
covenant 

Qeii helps landowners with ongoing 
management advice and support.  
a management plan may be prepared 
with the landowner when a covenant 
is established, which sets out ongoing 
management objectives and provides 
guidance on aspects such as species 
management, pest control and restoration 
methods.

each covenant is visited regularly (usually 
every two years) to monitor its condition 
and trends, identify and address any threats, 
and advise the owner about how to meet 
the covenant objectives. 

How to covenant your special 
area 

To protect a special area on your property, 
these steps are typically needed to gain a 
Qeii open space covenant.

Enquiry •	 ask your region’s Qeii 
representative (see page 2) to visit your 
property.

Evaluation•	  The Qeii representative will 
evaluate your special area against a wide 
range of criteria including ecological 
and biodiversity value, naturalness, 
sustainability, existing or potential 
value as an ecological corridor, wildlife, 
geological features, landscape values, 
cultural and heritage values. There 
will also be practical considerations 
including management needs, threats 
to site values, your motivation and 
potential sources of funding.

Approval•	  The Qeii Trust Board will 
consider the evaluation, and approve 
the covenant if it meets the criteria. You 
will then be asked to sign a covenant 
agreement.

Fencing•	  if required, the covenant will 
have to be fenced next.

Survey•	  an accurate survey plan or aerial 
photodiagram of the covenant area will 
be prepared, which you will need to 
check and sign.

Registration•	  The covenant will then 
be formally registered on the title to 
your land with Land information New 
Zealand. Qeii will lodge all the necessary 
documentation.

Funding assistance 
Your Qeii open space covenant may be 
non-rateable. see QEII Covenants and 
Local Government Rates – Best Practice 
Recommendation  under Resources/
Publications on www.openspace.org.nz

You may also be eligible for assistance with 
funding for items such as fencing, weed and 
pest control, and restoration planting. Your 
Qeii representative will be able to advise 
you about possible funding sources.

Below: Everlasting daisy Anaphalioides 
bellidioides and Bulbinella angustifolia in red 
tussock Chionochloa rubra subsp. cuprea in 
tussock grassland protected by Haddon, 
Mona and Warwick Taylor. Near Clinton in 
South Otago, the covenant is rich in herbs 
and several orchid species. See page 14 for 
more about this covenant.

QEII Trust: helping you protect the special nature of your land
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The owners, John and Debra barrow, retired the land from their 
dairy farm some years ago, allowing the school students to use the 
bush for projects. supported by Massey university, horizons regional 
council and Project Green, they have carried out revegetation work 
with the aim of increasing native birdlife by providing food sources 
from native plants.

The stream has a good diversity of aquatic indigenous species 
including dwarf galaxia, koura and longfin eels. ‘The children have 
always come through the bush to see the eels,’ says John Barrow. 
‘Protecting the bush was a way of making sure that they continue to 
have access for that and their projects.’ 
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Why is Ruahine School involved?  

From teacher, Jo Brown:

Only after the last tree has been cut down 
Only after the last river has been poisoned 
Only after the last fish has been caught 
Only then will you find that money cannot 
be eaten.

—cree Native american Prophecy

‘our planet needs our kids’ thinking  
and actions!’

And from the children:

‘ruahine’s Project green was a huge 
success! all of the little kids loved it and 
i liked it just as much, you could tell 
by the smiles on faces! so, you may be 
thinking, why did we do this? We are 
doing this project to restore our native 
remnant bush.’

—Brandyn

‘a kereru’s view of the replanting day: 
as i chew on my totara berries, i look 
down and see big people planting trees. 
soon the giants are gone and back i go 
to happily eating my berries … but i will 
never forget that exciting day that was 
Project green.’

—angela

Top: Students plant 
totara in the covenant 
as part of Ruahine 
School’s restoration 
project dating back 
to 2001. 

Middle: John Barrow 
next to the protected 
lowland forest 
remnant that has 
totara, kowhai, titoki, 
tawa, kahikatea 
and cabbage trees 
in the canopy and 
an understorey of 
mahoe and coprosma.

Bottom: As well as 
protecting the 
biodiversity of the 
bush and stream, the 
Ruahine School Bush 
covenant also forms a 
highly visible natural 
feature on the 
intensively farmed 
flats of the Tararua 
district.

ruahine school bush 
guaranteed access for students
south-west of Dannevirke, a small remnant of bush next to ruahine school alongside the Mangapukakakahu stream 
has been protected in perpetuity with an 0.74 ha Qeii covenant to guarantee access for students from the school.

Kereru is the only native bird species capable 
of eating the large fleshy fruits in our forests, 
such as the purple plum-like fruits of tawa.




