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Earlier this year I had the good fortune to visit Arrowtown to 
officially open the Mahu Whenua covenants, which at some 
53,000 hectares, represent this country’s largest ever private 
land protection agreement. 

The decision of record producer Robert ‘Mutt’ Lange to protect 
thousands of hectares of fragile high country land for future 
generations is an incredibly generous gift to New Zealanders. 
His conservation vision for his land and commitment to 
protecting the unique high country ecosystems and historic 
heritage of the area show what can be achieved in terms of 
both protecting our natural taonga and enshrining public 
access. 

It is even more notable that Mutt Lange and his property 
manager, Russell Hamilton, have done this while at the same 
time producing a yield on the remaining sustainably farmable 
land in excess of that achieved from the whole original 
acreage. Conservation and commerce can sit together very 
comfortably!

The Mahu Whenua covenants 
agreement is a valuable undertaking 
and it is appropriate that it comes in 
a year when we mark the anniversary 
of a number of events that are 
significant to New Zealanders. 
It may seem a stretch to link the 
preservation of land in 21st century 
New Zealand with the events on the Gallipoli Peninsula 100 
years ago or the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi 175 years 
ago but it is these things that make us think about what we 
value as New Zealanders. Our national identity, forged in part 
by these events, includes a strong sense of place, and the 
landscape of our country, even for those who live in cities, 
is incredibly precious and captures our idea of home. It is 
important it is preserved for those who come after. 

As the Maori proverb says Toitu he whenua, whatungarongaro 
he tangata. The land remains while people disappear. 

neWS anD eVenTS

From the Chair 
We have had an inspiring start to the 
year with our event in March marking 
the registration of the Mahu Whenua 
covenants near Queenstown (see 
page 5 and our website — openspace. 
org.nz — for more information).  
It would not have been possible to 
protect such a large tract of land 
without the vision and generosity 
of the land’s lease owner and 

guardian, Mutt Lange. He has, in effect, created New Zealand’s 
first private national park. The event also acknowledged his 
tremendous philanthropy and the legacy he leaves on the land 
with his magnificent covenants.

Guest Editorial –  The National Trust’s Patron, His Excellency, Lt Gen the Rt Hon 
Sir Jerry Mateparae GNZM, QSO, Governor-General of New Zealand.

While covenants of this size gain the attention of the public, 
more modest areas of land are being protected by motivated 
landowners at a rate of two or three every week. Later in May 
we will be celebrating the registration of Keith and Margaret 
Ormsby’s covenant. Theirs is the National Trust’s 4000th — a 
significant milestone for us and one that signals that our 
covenanting model continues to work well for landowners. 
The network of covenants continues to grow and we do not 
anticipate any drop in demand. Around 180,000ha is currently 
being protected in covenants (an area about the same size as 
Stewart Island/Rakiura). This is something past and current 
covenantors can be very proud of, and an achievement that the 
rest of New Zealand needs to celebrate. 

James Guild
TRUST CHAIR

The National Trust Board usually meets five times a year, choosing 
a different location each time so directors and staff can meet local 
covenantors, friends, and associates. 

The Board visited the Coromandel Peninsula for its November 
meeting, followed by a covenantors’ event at Barry Brickell’s Driving 
Creek Railway, just north of Coromandel township. Guests had time 
to view Barry’s private art collection in his new art gallery before 
listening to a talk about Kauri Dieback disease, which has recently 
appeared on the Peninsula at a couple of sites.  

Most guests booked a seat on the Driving Creek train which 
winds its way through a large regenerating bush covenant, where 
thousands of kauri have been planted over the years. The lushness 
of the forest is remarkable after only 30 years of regeneration, and 
the train ride offers the perfect way to move through it without 
risking spreading the devastating dieback disease to the young kauri. 

catching up with covenantors
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neWS anD eVenTS

For the second time in less than 12 months the durability of QEII National Trust 
covenants has been tested and confirmed by the High Court.

A case was considered by the High Court earlier in 2014 when a landowner wanted 
to subdivide and build 20 houses on an area of covenanted indigenous forest he had 
bought on the Coromandel Peninsula. He challenged the legal status of the covenant 
agreement because it prevented him from developing the land. The High Court 
decision declared that the National Trust’s covenant agreements were ‘indefeasible’, 
meaning the covenant could not be annulled. The original purpose of the covenant 
(to provide protection for the bush) was upheld.

Not accepting the decision the landowner presented new evidence in a second 
attempt to get the covenant removed. In the subsequent court case several 
witnesses, including former QEII staff, were called to give evidence in support of 
the original covenantor’s intentions for the covenant. Having heard evidence from 
both sides, the High Court reconfirmed the protection status and permanency of 
covenants established by the National Trust. The decision means the native bush 
block concerned is and will be protected forever. The case demonstrates that the 
National Trust can successfully defend the covenant document and covenantors’ 
intentions for the land. 

National Trust Chief Executive, Mike Jebson, said it was unfortunate the case  
had to be pursued in the first place, but a positive outcome has been that the 
National Trust’s legislation has undergone intense legal scrutiny twice now in 
the High Court. We now have excellent case law confirming the robustness of 
covenants to protect land.

‘The decisions confirm categorically that our covenant agreement secures 
permanent protection and cannot be annulled,’ he said.

High court reconfirms   
durability of covenants

Health and safety legislation 
and quad bikes 

With changes to health and safety 
legislation in the pipeline, we have taken 
the lead from Worksafe New Zealand 
guidelines regarding quad bikes to be sure 
we are fully compliant and familiar with 
current best practice. 

Our staff and contractors must be 
proficient in the use of them, use safety 
equipment (such as helmets) at all times, 
and only work on well-maintained bikes 
in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
specifications. As a consequence, our 
staff are unable to accept rides as pillion 
passengers on the back of quad bikes.

The Marshall Family — for environmental stewardship, especially 
biodiversity protection and enhancement

The Marshalls have fenced and covenanted six bush blocks totalling 22.2ha 
at Bushy Park, their Tikorangi family farm, and are controlling pest plants and 
animals. The work has been carried out by three generations of the family, with 
the first blocks fenced and covenanted 30 years ago. The Bushy Park blocks are 
important ecosystems for threatened plant, bird, and aquatic species, including 
a strong population of (at risk) kingfern, and aquatic species such as the banded 
kokopu and longfin eels. The Marshalls have planted nearly 3000 native plants 
inside the covenanted areas, which are relatively close to each other and allow 
connectivity for birds, insects, and seeds. 

Longview Ltd — for environmental stewardship and sustainable land 
management

David Pearce has a Taranaki Regional Council farm plan and two riparian plans 
covering his sheep and beef unit and dairy unit in the Waitotara catchment. His 
award recognises:
•	protecting	the	regionally	significant	Lake	Okoia	with	fencing	and	more	than	2000	

riparian plants
•	de-stocking	and	planting	trees	on	erosion-prone	soils
•	protecting	a	5.5-hectare	wetland	with	a	QEII	National	Trust	covenant	and	planting	

its margins
•	completing	8.25	kilometres	of	fencing	and	7.4	kilometres	of	riparian	planting.

Congratulations to Taranaki Regional Council Environmental Award winners

QEII National Trust staff on a quad bike training 
course
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Russell Hamilton, Sir Jerry Mateparae, Hon Maggie Barry, James Guild, 
Todd Barclay MP, Mike Jebson

In March, the QEII National Trust’s Patron and Governor-
General of New Zealand, Sir Jerry Mateparae, formally opened 
the Mahu Whenua covenants at an event held at Millbrook 
Resort near Arrowtown. See Open Space, issue 87, and our 
website (openspace.org.nz) for more about the covenants, 
which now permanently protect 53,000ha of high country near 
Queenstown.

To mark the occasion a competition was held for students 
at Victoria University’s Te Kok  New Zealand School of Music 
(NZSM) and schools of English, film, theatre, and media studies. 
Contestants were asked to create a short video of the covenants, 
accompanied by an original score, using film footage supplied 
by the National Trust. The competition was won by Ruby Judson 
and Steffan Paton. Conservation Minister, Maggie Barry ONZM, 
presented them with their prizes at a special showing of their 
video in Arrowtown.  You can watch their work and see more of 
the Mahu Whenua covenants by clicking the YouTube link on our 
website’s homepage (openspace.org.nz).

Supported by 

Opening of the Mahu Whenua covenants

Guests at the event

Gina Solomon (National Trust director) 
and Maggie Bayfield (NZ Walking Access 
Commission)

Property manager Russell Hamilton

Competition winners Steffan Paton 
and Ruby Judson with Mike Jebson 
(National Trust CEO)
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Mutt Lange’s generosity ensures that 
a large swathe of our fragile natural 
and historic heritage is protected, 
while the provision of permanent 
public access also offers new 
recreation opportunities for everyone. 
I hope that others see what has been 
achieved here and take inspiration 
from it. Conservation and commerce 
can sit together very comfortably.’ 

Sir Jerry Mateparae
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We remember

ANZAC, a Northland brown kiwi, about to be released
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In 1987, a 417ha property on the forested southern slopes 
of the Brynderwyn Hills near Mangawhai in Northland was 
bought for conservation purposes. It was named Marunui and 
a private company, Marunui Conservation, was formed to care 
for it. Eighteen shareholders own the land in common and all 
is safeguarded by a QEII National Trust open space covenant, 
Northland’s largest. 

On a brilliant sunny morning in April 2013, 14 Northland brown 
kiwi were reintroduced to Marunui. Their release was the 
culmination of years of work to restore and protect the habitat to 
a level that could provide a safe home for them.

Shareholder and current managing director, Catherine Hawley, 
says from the beginning the vision for Marunui was to conserve 
and protect biodiversity and restore lost values. Without predator 
control the forest and its fauna were extremely vulnerable, so 
small steps gradually became larger and more ambitious, leading 
to the development of a comprehensive pest control programme 
in 2003.

Bringing back kiwi was part of the goal. They had been wiped out 
in the Brynderwyns nearly 50 years ago by ferrets, stoats, dogs, 
cats, and land use change.  

‘We thought it might be possible with intensive predator control, 
particularly targeting mustelids, so we stepped up our trapping,’ 
Catherine says.

In 2012 the dream became reality when the Department 
of Conservation encouraged the company to apply for a 
kiwi translocation. A year later 14 kiwi arrived at Marunui 
from Motuora Island to a large community welcome. Local 
organisations were recruited to help with the release event, 
among them the Mangawhai Cadet Unit. Nine cadets, supervised 
by Officer Rachel Elliott, guided some 250 people along the route 
to the event site. Among them were cadets Zach Robertson and 
Simone Cameron who helped carry two kiwi that the unit was 
then invited to name. 

The cadets were unanimous in their choice — ANZAC was chosen 
for the male because ‘it is the core of remembrance for our fallen 
soldiers and being army cadets these are the values we wish to 
remember,’ they said. Poppy was chosen for the female, named 
for the flower worn on ANZAC day and the unifying symbol of 
Australian and New Zealand Army personnel. 

Once released the kiwi established territories and found mates. 
ANZAC and his partner produced their first chick in October 2014 
and their second nest hatched 5 months later.  Poppy moved 
west and set up a nest with Manukah. Despite the area being 
protected by traps a stoat slipped the cordon and attacked the 
nest while Manukah was absent feeding. As recorded by trail 
camera both chicks in the nest were killed, leaving Manukah 
desolate at the ravaged nest he found on his return.

As in all battles there are victims. Marunui’s battle is against 
predators and the loss of the chicks was a heartbreaking and 
harsh reminder of the vulnerability of kiwi chicks to predation.  
The good news is that since April 2013 all other nine nests have 
hatched successfully thanks to intensive trapping and the help of 
volunteers.

The Mangawhai cadets follow updates of ‘their’ kiwi with great 
interest, and unit commander, LT Sandra Grayson, says being part 
of returning kiwi to the Brynderwyns so close to their homes is an 
honour and something the cadets will remember forever.

Kiwis named 
for our ANZAC 
soldiers

Kiwi habitat at Marunui

Mangawhai cadets carry kiwi to the release site

A large crowd attended the release event
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Tinui Taipo — the site of New Zealand’s first ANZAC cross
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Like everywhere in New Zealand, Wairarapa’s Tinui 
settlement was deeply affected by the Great War. Back in 
1914 there were over a thousand single men in the area. 
Many joined up for service. Some never returned. 

In 1916, Reverend Basil Ashcroft held the world’s first ANZAC 
ceremony at Tinui, after which he erected a wooden cross on 
Tinui Taipo, a rocky outcrop rising 300 metres behind Tinui 
village. The annual ANZAC ceremony at Tinui has grown in 
popularity over the years, with hundreds in attendance in 
recent times.

While the old cross has since been replaced with a more 
durable model, the significance of the site has remained 
unchanged.  

In 2011, the site was officially recognised with a category 1 
listing by Heritage New Zealand (formerly Historic Places 
Trust), the highest listing that can be given.

The Tinui Parish ANZAC Trust was established in 2010 to 
preserve the sanctity of Tinui’s ANZAC heritage and annual 
memorial service, which is expected to draw large numbers 
in 2015 for the centenary commemorations. In anticipation 
of this event the Trust developed a new walkway to the 
ANZAC cross in collaboration with Tinui Forest Park Ltd,  
M and L Hodgins, and the New Zealand Walking Access 
Commission. 

The walkway crosses over private land owned by Tinui Forest 
Park, passing through a patch of rich native bush that the 
owners have protected with a QEII National Trust covenant.  
Nature and history thus have enduring protection at this 
special place. Walkers are treated to spectacular views as 
they climb through the bush to reach the cross at the hill’s 
crest — a special place to catch one’s breath and take time to 
reflect on the sacrifices made by our ANZAC soldiers.

The walkway is open to the public from 1 November to  
25 April.

Nature and 
history 
protected at 
Tinui

The first cross, erected in 1916

A new cross is erected in 1965

Enjoying the view from the top of Tinui Taipo
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Stream of dreams

Across New Zealand regional council index monitoring of 
macroinvertebrates (those that can be seen with the naked eye) at 
over 1000 sites suggests that about 39 per cent of the monitored 
streams have been moderately to severely degraded by human 
activities. Consequently, there will be many varieties of fish, plant, 
and insect life missing from them — pushed further back into 
remaining safe habitats.

However, many streams running through urban, industrial, and 
farmland are being rehabilitated as humans replant stream banks 
and staunch the flow of sediments and nutrients. As water 
returns to normal, it may be swimmable for people, but it can also 
remain lacking in sensitive species. Scientists are discovering that 
two factors are critical to encouraging sensitive life to return to 
restored streams: the ability of species to reach newly rehabilitated 
areas in sufficient numbers to establish populations in the face of 
competition with resident ‘tolerant’ species, and a wide variety of 
habitats within the stream.

In the North Island, for example, a study of nine streams flowing 
through 0.2km to 4.2km-long areas of planted or regenerating 
riparian forest, established 13 to 35 years previously, have not seen 
an increase in sensitive invertebrate stream life. Critical to that result 
was the fact that areas upstream had not been riparian planted, 
meaning that the restored areas were really just small islands of 
good habitat in a stream of poor habitat. In contrast, hill farm 
streams in catchments adjacent to native forests, where riparian 
restoration has occurred from the headwaters downstream, have 
shown shifts towards dominance by sensitive species within a 
decade.

According to Dr Richard Storey, a freshwater ecologist with NIWA, 
expectations of life returning to cleaned streams must be tempered 
by the reality of the wider environment.

Our streams, rivers, and lakes should be home to over 40 native species of freshwater fish and 
hundreds of plant life species and invertebrates – many found only in New Zealand. Where are they?

What’s good about streams?

There’s human benefit to be gained from rehabilitated streams.

Whaingaroa Harbour Care has spent close to two decades 
voluntarily planting native plants and fencing along riparian 
strips on farms around Raglan. The organisation’s leading 
light, Fred Lichtwark, says that fencing and planting is a vital 
component of good farm management. The 40 farms that have 
participated in the scheme have experienced fewer stock losses 
and better stock health. No longer are cows dying in boggy 
streams, getting sick from drinking water polluted by their own 
faeces, or stressed by lack of shade and shelter. Farmers have 
also been able to increase the amount of stock on their farms 
thanks to better pasture quality.

Lichtwark says less sediment and nutrient runoff has 
dramatically cleaned the harbour’s water. The improved habitat 
has led to the return of flounder and whitebait, and returning 
sea grass is acting as a nursery for snapper. The job isn’t finished 
though. Along with more work on farms, Fred has his eyes set 
on pollution coming from urban environments.

He says there are a lot more factors involved in restoring life 
to a stream than water quality. The stream’s surroundings and 
conditions upstream are critical and there are so many variables 
involved that the speed and pattern of restoration of species to 
restored streams is a little unpredictable.

‘That’s not to say removing sediment, heat, and nutrient overload 
from streams does not result in sensitive stream life returning. It 
does happen. At the moment we can’t be sure of how soon they 
return, or which species will return,’ he says. 
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Restoration of life to streams is dependent on the potential for 
species to colonise. Sensitive fish, insects, and plants need to come 
from somewhere else. Often that is from a national park, reserve, 
or other forested area. The closer the cleaned areas are to existing 
colonies, the more likely they are to be colonised, Storey says.

A NIWA study of streams close to Egmont National Park found 
that riparian protection led to an increase in species belonging to 
three large groups of aquatic insects – commonly called mayflies, 
stoneflies, and caddisflies.

‘These insects are generally quite sensitive to habitat and water 
quality, so a greater number of species present means that habitat 
and water quality must be improving,’ Storey says.

NIWA is attempting to bridge a gap in knowledge about the 
dispersal capabilities of insects and fish.

‘We are unsure how far each species is capable of reaching, and 
the order in which each species colonises. If a degraded habitat 
is dominated by a few ‘tough’ species, then those could prevent 
others coming in after it has been restored.’

A NIWA study in Hawke’s Bay is using intermittent streams (those 
that regularly dry up) to discover how far colonists from nearby 
perennial streams can reach when the streams start flowing again. 
In a related study, genetic differences between populations allow 
scientists to map where the colonists have come from. These studies 
will help tailor restoration efforts to fit what life does naturally.

Work by NIWA’s freshwater team is confirming the importance of 
particular habitat features in the restoration of stream life, as well as 
clean water.

‘One habitat feature we think may be important is emergent rocks 
— those with their tops out of the water. Insects can land on these 
and crawl underwater to lay their eggs.

‘We find rocks like these usually covered with insect eggs, and we 
suspect they may be critical for some insect species to complete 
their lifecycle. If they are absent, then those species can never really 
establish a self-sustaining population at that site.’

Natural vegetation cover is critical. The riparian vegetation needs to 
shade the stream to keep the water temperature low enough for 
some sensitive native species, and to prevent sunlight fuelling over-
growth of aquatic plants and algae. Aquatic plant life is important 
both as a food source and hiding place for insects and fish, but 
too much growth clogs the stream and forces them out. Riparian 
vegetation cover also drops wood and leaves into streams, providing 
more food and, importantly, more variability to the stream flow. 
Fallen logs and branches cause changes in water flow, where water 
trickles, riffles, and tumbles over and around the material. This 
creates habitat and refuges where invertebrates and fish can crawl, 
graze, and hide.

NIWA has trialled adding large logs to pasture streams at Whatawhata, 
Waikato. The work (by Aslan Wright-Stow, John Quinn and Paul 
Franklin) indicates that the additions to headwater streams enhance 
physical habitat diversity. Surveys 6 weeks and 1 year after the 
additions show that native fish and koura use the structures.

The study demonstrates how relatively inexpensive and small-scale 
changes can make immediate improvements for aquatic life. But large-
scale changes are still necessary to coax the native species out of our 
pristine or slightly impaired streams to colonise restored streams. 

Stream life

The biggest family of native freshwater fish are the Galaxiids, 
named after their stunning spotted patterns that resemble starry 
galaxies. The most well-known Galaxiid is the inanga (the most 
numerous whitebait of the five species) which, like most   
New Zealand native freshwater fish, has a lifecycle that begins as 
an egg sheltered by streamside vegetation, until it is swept out to 
sea before returning to the fresh water as a juvenile.

Streams, rivers, and estuaries not only provide transport for 
migratory fish, they are critical in moving nutrients and providing 
drainage for the landscape. Moving water processes leaves and 
organic material into fine particles, providing food for organisms 
downstream like caddisflies and freshwater shrimp.

Where water tumbles over clean pebbles, some caddisflies 
build their own protective houses out of rocks, sticks, and sand. 
Whole, purpose-built communities of insects interact under the 
water’s surface. Caddisflies, along with other macroinvertebrates 
(those that can be seen with the naked eye) are often used as an 
indicator of water quality. In a good, healthy stream you’re likely 
to find dozens of different types within just one square metre 
of streambed. They enjoy the shelter of overhanging plants that 
would have lined most New Zealand waterways before human 
settlement.

Aside from providing food and shelter, streamside plants can also 
regulate water temperature, making the stream more hospitable 
to fish and insects while minimising the risk of algae blooms. 
They can also provide a buffer along the stream banks that filters 
harmful sediment and nutrients and protects the bank from 
erosion during floods.

As an ecosystem, the plants, insects, and fish of New Zealand’s 
waterways are heavily co-dependent, but are also surprisingly 
resilient. With proper management of riparian areas, and 
strategies to reduce pollution from industrial, residential and farm 
runoff, our rivers and streams can be abundant with life.
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Starting 
your own 
waterway  
restoration 
project

The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment has warned that without 
significant intervention, almost every river and lake in New Zealand will have 
deteriorated by 2020. Many people are working hard to protect waterways with 
fences and plantings with excellent results, but more needs to be done faster.

At the Transit of Venus conference in 2012, a mandate emerged to work 
cooperatively to see New Zealand’s waterways return to a state of ora (health), 
wellbeing and abundance. Over the past year, championed by Dame Anne 
Salmond, this has become Te Awaroa — a movement to restore 100 rivers by 2050.

The Sustainable Business Network and Enspiral started thinking about how they 
could help. Their Million Metres Streams Project (MMS) is the result of discussions 
with people, businesses, and organisations that want to work together to speed up 
riparian restoration in New Zealand by providing a new funding source. The MMS 
project uses crowdfunding to raise money for riparian restoration projects. Their 
first appeal has raised more than $50,000 so far, some of which is going to support 
riparian restoration on Dale farm, a covenanted property in Southland’s Waiau 
catchment.

Landcorp’s Dale farm is a 2700ha deer, sheep, and beef unit with extensive river 
flats leading to rolling hill country. A number of native shrubland remnants and 
streams are protected with National Trust covenants on the farm that also borders 
public conservation land in many places — factors contributing to the site’s eligibility 
for funding support from the MMS project. The farm’s natural areas and many 
small stream systems offer great conditions for developing wildlife corridors across 
the property, linking to waterways already protected up- and downstream in the 
covenants and surrounding conservation land. 

The planting project will replace lost native vegetation within already fenced-off 
riparian zones. Plantings alongside small stream systems will beautify the landscape 
and offer shade for fish species and stream invertebrates as well as habitat for bird 
species. Domestic stock will also benefit from shelter and shade offered by the 
plantings. 

The expertise and plants from a local nursery will be used for the restoration project 
and the National Trust’s regional representative, Mark Sutton, will help farm staff 
get the plants in.  Waiau Fisheries & Wildlife Trust are also part-funding the project. 
The plantings are planned to start around August this year.

Million Metres 
Streams project 

A stream on Dale Farm is fenced and ready for planting

If considering a restoration 
project, covenantors can 
ask their QEII regional 
representative for advice 
on developing a planting 
plan. Mark Sutton, wetland 
expert and our regional 
representative for the Waiau 
catchment in Southland, 
explains what he takes into 
consideration when advising 
on waterway restoration 
projects.
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Helpful publications
Anyone involved in the management of willows and 
alders will be pleased to hear that NZ Landcare Trust 
and Waikato Raupatu River Trust have released a guide 
dedicated to unravelling this potentially confusing 
subject. Willows and Alders: Best practice guidelines 
for Willow and Alder control for riparian restoration 
for the Waikato draws upon the experience of people 
with a good working knowledge of willow and alder 
management. If you would like to know more about the 
willow and alder guide or to request a copy contact NZ 
Landcare Trust Project coordinators Melinda Dresser and 
Nardene Berry – waikato@landcare.org.nz.

A wetland restoration handbook 
is available from Landcare 
Research. Download sections for 
free at Landcareresearch.co.nz/
publications, or purchase the 
book from Manaaki Whenua 
Press.

nZ nature Services — a new online 
resource to help you find the right 
native plant for the job 
It only takes three clicks to generate a customised 
planting list using the new online resource NZ Nature 
Services. Select your planting purpose, click on your 
location, and then click for your list. It’s that easy!

NZ Nature Services links location-specific information 
(such as soils and climate) with the function and 
planting purpose (urban, stormwater, riparian, wetland, 
rural, dune etc) to generate a plant list of suitable 
native plants. Information about each plant includes 
its growth form and size, recommended plant spacing, 
tolerances for drought, frost or salt winds, and whether 
it is suitable for planting at the start of the project 
or needs the shelter of other plants to give it a good 
start. Diagrams and profile graphics help users to map 
out the various planting zones and decide on design 
requirements. You get other helpful information listed 
as well, such as the plants’ ecological services (leaves, 
fruits or flowers supporting various types of biodiversity, 
erosion control, shelter, water purification or pollination 
for instance). 

The development of NZ Nature Services was supported 
by Landcare Research and a number of councils.  While 
work continues (adding more pictures, common and 
Maori names for plants as well as landscape profile 
graphics), NZ Nature Services is up and running. The 
NZ Nature Services team welcomes any feedback or 
suggestions and can be contacted through Christine 
Harper, harperc@landcareresearch.co.nz (04 382 6644).

Go to http://natureservices.landcareresearch.co.nz/
app/ to try out NZ Nature Services for a project in your 
neighbourhood. 

For near on 40 years now I have worked with many landowners to 
create, protect, and enhance wetlands, streams, and riverbanks. 
Almost without exception the owners or land managers involved 
ask me what I think they should plant, having protected the 
habitat type in question. Probably the most fascinating aspect of 
all this for me is the inherent desire of humans to plant trees or 
shrubs. Can anyone tell me what it is about us that compels us to 
be motivated this way? Notwithstanding this philosophical debate, 
my usual response is:

1. What is the particular habitat type (stream, wetland, gully 
system and so on)?

2. Is there a particular reason for the enhancement project (for 
example, to provide better habitat for a particular species)?

3. How modified is the habitat in question (are we starting from 
scratch or is there some vestige of native plant species left)?

4. How many dollars can be spent on the project?

5. Is it a lowland coastal site or a mid-range inland area (400 
above sea level)?

6. If it is a riparian stream site, is there a need for future drainage 
maintenance? (This has major implications for plant species 
selection and location.)

I also try and assess the commitment level of the individual or 
group to gauge if they are committed to a 3–5 year maintenance 
period after the plants have gone in. Native plantings tend to take 
much longer to establish than exotics. Sadly, I have witnessed 
(and am also guilty of this charge) too many instances where 
everyone turns up for the planting day (the easy part) but a large 
percentage of the plants are subsequently lost due to lack of 
maintenance.

I often consult on species selection with experts from agencies 
such as Department of Conservation, the regional council and 
local nurseries. With all this information at hand I can then advise 
the landowners on plantings that will best suit their requirements. 
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ManagIng yOur cOVenanT

The weeds that you will be dealing with along your waterways 
will vary depending on the nature and location of the riparian 
area.  Waterways in the middle of rural areas are more likely to 
have the bird- and wind-spread seeds of weedy species growing in 
surrounding areas. Waterways closer to towns or near roadways 
might have weeds introduced through dumped garden waste, as 
well as seeds from nearby homes.  

Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus) is, in my experience, the nastiest 
one to work around because of its prickles. Blackberry can form 
thick mats up to a metre high, and spread sideways to take root 
everywhere it touches the ground.  

Weedy vines, such as old man’s beard (Clematis vitalba), blue 
morning glory (Ipomaea indica), banana passionfruit (Passiflora 
species), and Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), can 
cause serious damage to the forest canopy as well as to individual 
trees. These vines smother the tops of trees, preventing light 
from reaching the leaves below, and eventually causing the forest 
canopy to collapse. That opens a pathway for even more weeds to 
invade. 

Weeds along waterways
By Weedbuster’s Carolyn Lewis

Fencing off and replanting areas along waterways can really help improve water 
quality and provide wildlife and bird corridors, but one of the biggest issues 
landowners face with these areas down the track is weed invasions.  Without a good plan for initial 
weed knockdown and then ongoing control, these areas can become a weedy mess.

Weedy shrubs and trees such as tree privet (Ligustrum lucidum) 
and Chinese privet (Ligustrum sinense), hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna) and barberry (Berberis glaucocarpa) can be a major 
problem around waterways — as can cracked willow (Salix fragilis) 
and grey willow (Salix cinerea). Depending on where you are in 
New Zealand, you may also be dealing with elderberry (Sambucus 
nigra), flowering current (Ribes sanguineum), and woolly 
nightshade (Solanum mauritianum). These weedy shrubs and trees 
alter natural ecosystems by shading the ground, changing the soil 
conditions, and displacing native species.

Weedy ground covers and herbaceous plants can smother native 
plants and prevent native seeds from germinating and growing. 
Weeds like wild ginger (both yellow ginger (Hedychium flavescens) 
and kahili ginger (Hedychium gardnerianum)), montbretia 
(Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora), and tradescantia (Tradescantia 
flumenensis) are notoriously hard to get rid of and need ongoing 
control efforts. Weedy grasses like pampas (Cortaderia jubata and 
C. selloana) can crowd out other species and become a major 
problem in riparian areas.

African clubmoss –Selaginella Barberry flowers

Elderberry in flower Elephant’s ear foliage

Hawthorn in flower

Wild ginger in full flower
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Mix and match control methods 
to suit the situation
Take stock of the weeds you have before planning what 
to do with them. Every site will be different and different 
approaches may be needed the get the best results. 
Things you will need to consider before starting include:

•	 Is	it	best	to	spray	the	whole	site	and	then	deal	with	the	
regrowth and what is underneath?  

•	 Can	you	treat	trees	while	they	are	standing,	or	do	you	
want to clear the area to see what you have there to 
deal with?  

•	 Is	it	okay	to	leave	the	cut	branches	where	they	fall,	or	
will that make future weed control harder under a mass 
of woody waste?

•	 Can	you	leave	the	plant	material	there	to	rot	down	or	
will you need to remove it? If removing it, where can 
you dispose of it safely?  

Once you have a plan in place, run it past someone 
with weed control experience to see if they think it is 
practicable.  

Busting weed infestations is never an instant fix. Do the 
initial knockdown once, and do it right. Then leave it a 
season and deal with the next lot of weeds that come up 
— either regrowth from initial treatment, or germinating 
seedlings. Then, and only then, start planting species that 
you want to establish in the area (unless you are prepared 
to return to the site regularly to weed around your new 
plantings).   

WHERE TO GET MORE INFO:
Weedbusters New Zealand’s booklet ‘Weedbusting’ looks at the 
different control techniques mentioned above — you can request this 
free resource from info@weedbusters.org.nz.

Try an online weed search at www.weedbusters.org.nz for 
information on control options for various weedy species, from 
physical control, to control using herbicides.  

Covenantors can ask their QEII regional representative for advice on 
tackling weeds in their covenants.

ManagIng yOur cOVenanT

Controlling vines and climbers
Individual vines can be cut and stump treated, making sure that 
remaining vines don’t touch the ground where they can regrow.  For 
large infestations, you can cut all the vines, leave them in the trees to 
die down, then spray the regrowth the following season. Avoid the 
temptation to pull cut vines down as you might damage the trees the 
vine is growing over.  

Controlling weedy shrubs and trees
Several methods can be used to control weedy shrubs and trees. The 
one you choose will depend on the size of the infestation, and how 
persistent the species is. Be aware that most weedy shrubs and trees 
will resprout if you simply cut them down. Small plants can be pulled 
by hand, but cutting and treating stumps is the best method to 
use for most situations, particularly with smaller trees and shrubs and 
those that are likely to resprout from the base (for example, wilding 
pines, elderberry, Darwin’s barberry).  This method minimises the 
release of herbicide into the environment while still being effective. 

Drilling (or slashing) and injecting stems is useful for large shrubs 
and trees (for example, crack willow) in places where felling them 
would damage the surrounding vegetation. You can use a sheep 
drench pack and gun, or a plastic squeeze bottle with a long nozzle.  
As this method involves leaving dead shrubs and trees standing, you 
will need to consider the potential danger from falling dead branches 
to people using the area. 

Overall spraying can be effective for young plants less than a metre 
high. Spray all parts of the plant using a knapsack sprayer or handgun.  
Follow label directions carefully and don’t let the herbicide come in 
contact with desired plant species.

Controlling weedy herbs and ground covers
Digging or pulling works for small infestations, but you must make 
sure you remove for disposal all the plant material, including leaves 
and underground stems, corms and roots, since many pest herbs can 
grow from the tiniest of stem fragments (for example, selaginella and 
tradescantia). A variation on this treatment for tradescantia is to roll 
the plant material up like a carpet to avoid breaking it into too many 
pieces. Revisit the site regularly to remove any new weed growth.  

Overall spraying may be needed for large infestations, with ongoing 
follow-up action.

Controlling weedy grasses 
Overall spraying is the best option for controlling large infestations 
of weedy grasses or areas of low-growing grasses.  Herbicides are 
available that kill only grasses. 

Always follow herbicide label directions carefully to protect  
non-target plants and animals.

Hawthorn in flower Montbretia flowers

Wild ginger in full flower Woolly nightshade flowers
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Harris covenants protect 
asburton’s natural treasures

District history 
The Canterbury Plains in the Ashburton District is one of 
the most transformed landscapes in New Zealand, with 
very few protected natural areas outside its braided rivers. 
Coldstream, south-east of Ashburton, is a fertile farming 
district, much changed from when settlers first arrived. Then 
the Hinds river fed into a huge harakeke swamp that covered 
much of the district. To avoid the swamp, Waitaha and later 
Ngai Tahu groups travelled along the coast. Freshwater 
was scare so this spring was a halting place, named 
‘Pakihaukuku’ which refers to the native freshwater mussel, 
the kakahi. (http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-
TayLore-t1-body1-d10.html). 

In the last decades of the 19th century, miles of drains were 
dug and clay paddock tiles installed to drain the swamp 
and create fertile farmland. The Harris wetland is one of the 
very few swamps remaining in the district. There are the 
few threads of harakeke along waterways and along the 
northern side of Swamp Road. This latter patch is protected 
by the Ashburton District Council with a QEII National Trust 
protection agreement.

Graeme Harris is the third generation to farm at Coldstream. His 
cropping farm is on the edge of the Canterbury Plains with an 
unobstructed view of the Pacific Ocean. His family have been on this 
land for 95 years.

Graeme and Gillian took up an offer from University of Canterbury 
Freshwater Centre’s CAREX programme, with assistance from the 
Canterbury Water Management Strategy Intermediate Steps Fund, 
to revegetate their stretch of the Oakdale Drain to improve water 
quality.  

Project co-ordinator and ex-QEII representative, Maggie Bayfield, 
noticed a small harakeke/flax wetland when visiting the Harris farm. 
Being one of the very few swamps remaining from the extensive 
harakeke wetlands that once covered the Coldstream district, she 
asked Graeme if he had ever thought of covenanting it. Graeme had 
always appreciated the swamp but he hadn’t realised its regional 
significance. The Harrises are now in the process of protecting 
it with a National Trust covenant, delighted to have the official 
confirmation and legal protection that the formal covenant will 
bring.

Gillian is on a mission to remove gorse from the property but has 
been persuaded to leave it around the wetland’s edges in the 
short-term, so it can shelter new plantings from salt-spray and harsh 
southerlies. Graeme and Gillian have applied for a Canterbury Water 
Intermediate Steps grant to help plant hardy coastal species into 
the gorse. Their restoration plan involves using seed stock from the 
covenant and nearby coastal shrublands, which will be propagated 
by a local nursery and planted into the wetland. In time the gorse 
will be overtopped by the plantings and die off.

The Harris name is also attached to an early Canterbury covenant 
registered in 1983. Graeme’s uncle, Arthur Harris, had the foresight 
to covenant a paddock with a belt of kanuka near Maronan, one of 
the stoniest, driest areas in the Ashburton District. Bought later by 
the Ashburton District Council for a scientific reserve, it is one of the 
last remaining stands of dryland kanuka (Kunzea serotina) on the 
Canterbury Plains. This precious patch of original plains vegetation 
has been restored by the Ashburton Community Conservation Trust.

‘We are delighted to support the 
Harris family’s work enhancing one of 
Ashburton’s natural gems.’
Donna Field, Chair of the Ashburton Canterbury 
Water Management Zone Committee

The Harris family’s wetland values 
The wetland is nestled in a donga (a local word for the dry coastal 
gullies that are a unique feature of the Ashburton coast). It is spring 
fed from the artesian waters flowing out of the layers of gravels and 
silts on the scarp at the end of the Canterbury Plains. This regionally 
significant wetland has a full suite of typical local swamp plants 
including harakeke/flax, pukio (Carex secta), toe toe (Austroderia 
richardii), baumea rush (Machaerina rubginosa), kio kio fern (Blechnum 
novae-zelandiae), rautahi/cutty grass (Carex geminata), swamp 
buttercup (Ranunculus amphitrichus), and spike sedge (Eleocharis 
acuta) as well as monkey musk and water cress. All these plants are 
now scarce in the Ashburton District due to the extensive draining of 
wetlands at the turn of last century. Also of note are karetu or holy 
grass and native broom, common plants that are now both rare on the 
Canterbury Plains. 

The presence of swamp nettle (Urtica linearifolia) is another important 
record as this native stinging nettle is now classified nationally as ‘At 
Risk- Declining’ due to the loss of its lowland swamp habitat (garden 
snails like to eat it too). This wetland holds the only current known 
plant population in Canterbury south of Waihora/Lake Ellesmere. 

On nearby coastal turf a button daisy grows (Leptinella squalida subsp. 
mediana) that is not found elsewhere in the Ashburton District. The 
stony barrier ridge between the wetland and sea is brightened up 
with the tiny flowers of pohuehue and the candy-striped flowers of 
the shore bindweed (Calystegia soldanella) and their boulder copper 
butterfly visitors.
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Dear QEII National Trust covenantors and members 

As a member of the National Trust you are entitled to 
nominate and elect two directors onto the National Trust’s 
Board of Directors.

Towards the end of 2015 we will be sending out 
information about the 2016 elections. 

As part of that process, we want to be sure your contact 
details are current. In particular we would like to ask if 
you have an email address we can use to send out voting 
information to you. Providing your email address also gives 
you the option of voting online.*

Full name(s)  

Covenant or membership number  (if known) 

Email address               

Current address

Phone number         Mobile number        

Message for covenantors and members
NATIONAL TRUST BOARD PRE-ELECTION NOTICE

Please detach and return this freepost form to advise us 
of your email address and/or any recent changes to your 
contact details. (There is no need to send back this form if 
you have already provided us with a current email address 
and your other contact details are unchanged.)

You can also update your contact details online at  
www.openspace.org.nz.

*Note: You are not obliged to provide an email address. In providing your email address you are giving the National Trust permission to 
contact you by email regarding the Board elections process. Your contact details will not be given to any third parties. Covenantors and 
members who have not provided an email address will be sent the relevant information by post.
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QEII National Trust

Freepost 180272

QEII National Trust

PO Box 3341

Wellington 6140
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Support the national Trust  

VISIT www.openspace.org.nz for QEII National Trust places to visit with public access or by prior arrangement.   
Go to the National Trust’s Facebook page www.facebook/com/QEIINationalTrust for news and events updates.

Membership and donation form

Title   Name 

Address 

Postcode   Phone 

Email 

Make a donation
Donations over $5 are tax deductible

 $100    $50  $20  Other $ 

Become a member

  Individual $30   Family $45   Life $550

  Corporate – business $75

  Corporate – non profit organisation $50

Subscriptions include GST. Financial members should normally 
have a residential address in New Zealand. 
(QEII open space covenantors automatically become members.)

Method of payment 

  Cheque       MasterCard       Visa

Credit card details

Number:

                      

Cardholder name   Expiry date 

Signature 

Total $      Please send receipt 

For direct debit options please email info@openspace.org.nz

Please send me more information on:

 Making a bequest  Open Space covenants

Gift membership

Gift membership to (name and address) 

 Send next year’s subscription to me or     to the recipient

Open Space magazine is a celebration of the generosity, passion, 
hard work, and significant financial investment of thousands of 
National Trust covenantors who are protecting native habitats, 
threatened environments, and endangered species on their land. 
They are protecting the things we identify as quintessentially  
‘New Zealand’. As guardians of our heritage and our rural 
environments, their actions ultimately benefit the whole community.  

We celebrate a continuing growth in the number of special places 
protected by covenantors. Currently some 4000 covenants are 
protecting around 180,000ha of valuable environments and 
threatened species habitat. That is an area equivalent in size to 
Rakiura/Stewart Island.

It costs the National Trust, on average, $25,000 to establish 
a covenant (that excludes the significant contribution made 
by the landowner). Costs for the National Trust include survey 
work, fencing contributions, field work, administration, and legal 
processing fees. There is also the ongoing cost of monitoring 
covenants once they are operative. 

We can afford to establish 120 covenants a year but there are at 
least another 50 landowners wanting to covenant land every year. 

The Government supports the protection of biodiversity on 
private land and provides funds to help meet some of the costs of 
covenanting. However, this funding source is limited and it is clear 
that we will have to generate more of our own income if we want 
to continue growing the network of covenants in New Zealand. We 
do this already by seeking grants from a range of sources such as 

QEII National Trust

the Lotteries Grants Board and the Department of Conservation’s 
Community Conservation Partnership Fund. We have also started 
to explore commercial partnership opportunities to support our 
work. Our recent agreement with fencing producers, Steel & Tube, 
is one such partnership that will help us significantly reduce fencing 
costs.

At the heart of the National Trust’s success is its partnership with its 
members and supporters, from whom we have already benefitted 
from many generous donations and bequests.

We would like to give every landowner with significant natural, 
cultural, or regenerating areas on their property the opportunity to 
protect those features with covenants. 

We don’t want to be in the position of having to turn down quality 
proposals because of funding constraints. 

We want to be able to help covenantors who are struggling to 
manage their covenants.

For every $25,000 we raise we can help another landowner protect 
a special place on their land with a covenant.  We are aiming to 
raise $1 million and every dollar will be spent on covenants.  

Go to www.openspace.org.nz to find out about donating or 
joining as a member. If you would like to talk more about 
supporting the National Trust, Mike Britton would be pleased  
to hear from you. You can contact him on 04 474 2130 or   
mbritton@openspace.org.nz.
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FragMenTS

Pest detective
Not sure what pest animal is causing 
damage in your covenant? Pest Detective is 
an online tool that helps you 
identify the culprit 
and the best    
control options. 
Check it out — pestdetective.org.nz.

Letter to the editor
Kia ora
I went to the dentist yesterday and perused a copy of Open Space while waiting. I’ve 
a pile somewhere at home but had somehow forgotten about them until yesterday. 
And it reminded me what a good source of information it is. Could I please be 
added to the mailing list? I am a Wairarapa District Councillor frequently involved 
with environmental issues so it would be helpful.
Chris Peterson

Special offer for Open Space readers
Wardle’s Native Trees of New Zealand and their story (normal retail price $95) — buy 
now for $65 (price includes GST and postage). This authoritative book is easy to read 
and has over 300 full colour photos.  Author John Wardle is an eminent former NZ 
Forest Service scientist who has spent most of his life working with native trees.

A donation of $5 will go to the QEII National Trust for every sale made.

To order, post a cheque made out to NZ Farm Forestry Association together your 
delivery details to:

Open Space Readers Offer
c/- NZFFA
PO Box 10349
The Terrace
Wellington 

Alternatively, you can order with your credit card by phoning 04 472 0432 weekdays 
between 9am and 3pm. Be quick — stocks are limited.

Wasp control
The Department of Conservation has 
developed a pilot programme to control 
wasps together with BASF (a global pest 
solutions company) and a Nelson-based 
consultancy. The method uses bait stations 
with a protein bait containing fipronil. 
Fipronil is commonly used to control a 
number of insects but has only recently 
been approved by the Environmental 
Protection Agency to control wasps. The 
intention is that wasps will take the bait 
back to their nests to feed their larvae, so 
many nests can be destroyed from a single 
bait station. Meanwhile, we wait with 
‘baited’ breath for the results of the pilot 
programme.

Predator Free NZ (PFNZ) is a nationally 
focused charitable trust set up to protect 
endangered native species by eliminating 
the threat of predators. Community 
groups and private landowners around the 
country are making a huge contribution 
to predator control in NZ but the scale 
of this work is not clearly understood. To 
get an idea, PFNZ is running a number of 
competitions to encourage people to tell 
their story. Check these out at 
http://predatorfreenz.org/.

Leaving a lasting legacy
Perpetuity is a long time. Protecting nature and special places on private land in perpetuity 
is the commitment landowners and the National Trust make with every Open Space 
covenant they establish together.

Remembering the National Trust in your Will means you will be part of its ongoing work to 
take care of these special places.

If you would like to talk about how to leave a legacy, phone 0800 467 367 and ask to 
speak with the National Trust’s fundraising manager, Mike Britton.

The National Trust would like to acknowledge recent bequests from the estates of 
David Whatton Wilkie and Dorothy Holloway.

Their generous legacies will help protect precious places on private land forever.

The National Trust and Steel & 
Tube are working together to help 
covenantors protect nature and 
heritage on their land.

Steel & Tube has made special 
prices available to National Trust 
covenantors and members for 
fencing materials.

Call 0800 800 9473 to talk to one 
of Steel & Tube’s sales consultants 
today.
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cOVenanTS upDaTeSummary of covenant registrations from 1 July 2014 to 20 April 2015

District Council Name Covenant name Area (ha) Main open space type
Ashburton Symons Mt Alford 6.08 Forest
Auckland Clark & Lush Clark Opuatia 3.99 Forest
Auckland Dunlop & Dyer Four Winds Bush 2.88 Forest and grasslands
Auckland Assink  10.18 Forest
Auckland Kopuera Land Company Ltd  12.89 Forest and wetland
Buller Buller Community Development Company Ltd (Tauranga Bay)  0.75 Coastal dune and flaxland
Carterton Williams Ahiaruhe Williams covenant 2.01 Forest
Central Hawke’s Bay Stoddart  4.06 Forest and grasslands
Central Hawke’s Bay Stoddart - Arataura Bluffs Arataura Bluffs 10.44 Coastal flaxland, grassland and rockland cliffs
Central Hawke’s Bay Public Trust-Smedley Station 2013 (Hamdens Bush) Hamdens Bush 12.66 Forest
Christchurch Shipley Shipley 3.41 Treeland and open water
Dunedin Lloyd & Lee  16.83 Forest
Dunedin Malloch & HGW Trustee’s Limited Bendoran Covenant 223.48 Forest, shrubland, tussockland
Dunedin Hodge  1.70 Semi-coastal forest
Far North Matthews Matthews Covenant 23.59 Forest and wetland
Far North Bentzen Farm Ltd (4574) Bentzen Farm 2.99 Reedland
Far North Landcorp-Takakuri Landcorp Takakuri 181.45 Riparian shrubland and forest
Far North Snowdon  12.25 Forest and saltmarsh
Gisborne Gaddum & Chatfield  26.96 Forest
Gisborne Gaddum  11.70 Forest
Hastings Brownrigg  4.19 Landscape
Hastings Guthrie Smith Arboretum The Hanger 7.18 Forest
Hauraki Cotter  31.53 Semi-coastal forest
Kaipara Burrows & Coast to Coast Trustees Ltd Burrows Bush 2.85 Forest 
Kapiti Coast  Short, Reay and Clark-Reynolds Short 1.01 Forest
Manawatu Cousins & Stevens Waiata 8.05 Forest
Manawatu Cousins & Stevens  0.77 Forest
Marlborough McAlpine The Jungle 0.85 Forest
Marlborough Medway Hills Limited  1.12 Forest
Masterton Tinui Forest Park Ltd Tinui Taipo 39.13 Forest
Masterton Percy Te Punga 6.90 Forest
Matamata-Piako Montague  25.57 Semi-coastal forest
Napier Cunningham Heipipi Pa 0.16 Maori pits
Nelson Roth, Walker and McDonald Day  1.61 Semi-coastal forest
New Plymouth Gaustad & Konijn  142.71 Forest and reedland
New Plymouth Bushy Park Holdings Ltd  5.13 Semi-coastal forest
New Plymouth Gaddes & Lucas  9.96 Forest and wetland
New Plymouth Miller (ref 5-06-351) Waitepuke Wetland 1.17 Wetland
New Plymouth Marshall  2.11 Semi-coastal forest
New Plymouth Apps  0.98 Forest
New Plymouth Berridge  4.22 Semi-coastal forest and rushland
New Plymouth Rees Rees Bush 0.60 Forest and reedland
New Plymouth Charteris  4.09 Forest
New Plymouth Oakura Farm Park Ltd  9.43 Forest and wetland
New Plymouth Proffit Proffit’s Bush 4.65 Forest
Otorohanga Ormsby  0.00 Forest and riparian
Otorohanga Huirimu Farms Ltd  46.61 Forest
Queenstown-Lakes Soho Property Ltd Motatapu 16322.00 Grasslands, shrublands, wetlands forest, tussocklands,   
    landscape, goldming and pastoral heritage
Queenstown-Lakes Soho Property Ltd Mount Soho 7022.30 Grasslands, shrublands, wetlands forest, tussocklands,   
    landscape, goldming and pastoral heritage
Queenstown-Lakes Soho Property Ltd Glencoe 6300.31 Grasslands, shrublands, wetlands forest, tussocklands,   
    landscape, goldming and pastoral heritage
Queenstown-Lakes Soho Property Ltd Coronet Peak Station 21909.62 Grasslands, shrublands, wetlands forest, tussocklands,   
    landscape, goldming and pastoral heritage
Ruapehu Abel Abel 74.52 Forest
Selwyn Ringwood Farm Ltd Lochaber Downs Red Tussock 4.33 Secondary sub-montane red tussock tussockland
Selwyn Snowdon Wetland extension Lagoon Wetland 3.30 Wetland, sedgeland, tussockland
Selwyn Tripp Wetlands The Upps 15.89 Wetland and riparian shrubland
Selwyn Lochaber Downs Ltd Flagpole Creek Wetland 4.62 Tussock and sedge bog wetland
Selwyn Ringwood Farm Ltd Lochaber Bush 11.50 Forest, treeland, shrubland
South Taranaki Burmeister  1.15 Forest
South Taranaki Tuffield Mungapuni 753.90 Forest
South Taranaki Matthews Mataimoana Road Wetland 9.40 Forest and rushland
South Waikato Stephenson Stephenson  0.53 Forest
South Wairarapa Baigent Lookout 4.25 Forest
South Wairarapa Grey Cliffs Home Farm Limited  4.19 Forest and sedgeland
Southland Landcorp-Claytons, Centre Hill Claytons - Centre Hill Station 119.15 Shrubland and wetland
Southland Chamberlain Chamberlain’s Wetland 28.63 Shrubland and wetland
Southland GC & JO Appleby Ltd Appleby 4.44 Peatbog
Southland Ternstone Limited Hopkins Bush 2.78 Forest
Southland MacGillivray MacGillivray Bush  Forest
Stratford Moore (Oru Road Wetland) Oru Road Wetland 0.57 Wetland
Stratford Paterson  5.05 Forest and wetland
Tararua Reichenbach Tui Vale Covenant 1.18 Flaxland
Tararua Wallace Pepperwood 15.26 Forest
Tararua Murphy & Little Wellbury wetland 5.40 Flaxland
Tararua Landcorp-Skyfarm, Rangedale Skyfarm Covenants, Rangedale 31.88 Forest and reedland
Tararua Mitchell Glengyle Protected Areas 10.55 Forest and wetland
Tararua Treder Bros. Limited Treder Covenant 6.48 Forest, treeland, boulderfield, and river
Tararua Landcorp-Rangedale wetland Nikau Swamp 33.90 Forest and wetland
Tararua Mitchell Gav’s Gully 18.57 Forest
Tasman Marshall  1.95 Forest and grasslands
Tasman Guthrie  6.73 Forest
Thames-Coromandel Post & Findlay  1.96 Semi-coastal forest
Thames-Coromandel Syddall  1.34 Semi-coastal forest
Waikato Clark & May Clark Opuatia 12.84 Forest
Waikato Clark & Lush Clark Opuatia 9.51 Forest
Waikato Amoore  12.95 Forest and wetland
Waipa Van der Valk  1.45 Forest
Waipa Marsh & Jujnovich Marsh-Jujnovich 28.28 Forest
Waitaki Oceana Gold (New Zealand) Ltd  Cranky Jims Creek 46.84 Forest and tussockland
Waitaki Oceana Gold (New Zealand) Ltd Highlay Block 16.92 Shrubland and historic stone building remains and structures
Whakatane Mangaone Forest Farm Ltd Mangaone Forest Farm  3.37 Forest and wetland
Whangarei Noosa Lakes Holdings (NZ) Ltd  0.62 Shrubland and wetland
Whangarei Noosa Lakes Holdings (NZ) Ltd  3.16 Shrubland and wetland
Whangarei Locke Stoney Knowe 0.06 Geological feature - Karst basalt boulders
Whangarei Noosa Lakes Holdings (NZ) Ltd  2.57 Shrubland and wetland
Whangarei Yamata Ltd  69.33 Forest and shrubland
Whangarei Dean Charles Hargreaves and Enes Mary Marnie Muirhead Ruddell Bush 11.54 Forest and wetland
Whangarei Noosa Lakes Holdings (NZ) Ltd  4.62 Shrubland and wetland 
Total area   53,894.55  
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Congratulations Keith and Margaret 
Ormsby on establishing the National 
Trust’s 4000th covenant!

Keith and Margaret Ormsby have two 
covenants on their 250ha dairy farm. 
Their second covenant was registered in 
February this year and is the 4000th to 
be registered with the National Trust.

The Ormsbys’ dairy farm is located at 
Otorohanga, close to where the first 
covenant was registered in 1979 by the 
National Trust’s key founder, Gordon 
Stephenson, and his wife Celia.

Over the past 10 years the Ormsbys 
have fenced all their waterways and 
bush areas. They have permanently 
protected around 15ha with National 
Trust covenants and hope to protect 
more areas in the future. Their covenants 
protect forest remnants and critically 
underprotected wetland areas. Their rich 
forest remnants contain many species 

including tawa, totara, rewarewa, 
pukatea, mangeao, pigeonwood, 
kahikatea, rimu, mahoe, kamahi, miro 
and mamaku. Birdlife includes kereru, 
kingfisher, New Zealand falcon/karearea, 
tomtit/miromiro, fantail/p wakawaka, 
bellbird/korimako and tui.

Keith and Margaret have planted around 
27,000 natives and plan to plant thousands 
more to restore and enhance their covenants 
and other natural areas on the farm. 

They say their family has been a 
tremendous force in helping to get the 
plantings done. ‘We could not have done 
it without them.’

The Ormsbys were recognised with 
Ballance Farm Environment Awards last 
year (Donaghys Farm Stewardship Award 
and Waikato River Authority Catchment 
Improvement Award). The awards judges 
commended them for their ‘proactive 
water protection and good management 

National Trust’s 4000th covenant registered!

of soils and pastures, obvious pride 
in environmentally sustainable dairy 
farming, impressive water test results, 
and as leaders in showing good results 
from changes made to farming systems 
to  farm better with the environment.’

A special presentation will be made 
to Keith and Margaret at the National 
Trust’s covenantors’ event in May to 
celebrate their milestone registration.

Photos courtesy of Ballance Farm Environment Awards Trust.


