A place to visit: Driving
Creek Railway & Potteries

Holidaying on the Coromandel Peninsula? Don’t leave without
visiting Barry Brickell’s wonderful Driving Creek Railway &
Potteries, located just north of Coromandel township, on Driving

Creek Road.

arry has been working on his
24-hectare Driving Creek

property since 1973,
establishing a small community of
craftspeople, revegetating the
landscape, and building a narrow-gauge
railway through the recovering scrub-
covered hills.

A pioneer potter from the 1950s,
Barry Brickell has been one of the most
important and colourful contributors to
the pottery scene in New Zealand. His
deep understanding of the nature and
interaction of clay and fire has resulted
in superb pots and sculptures, quite
unlike the work of anyone else. He
received an OBE in 1988 for his work
as a Potter of International Repute. The
small group of craftspeople at the
potteries make a variety of products
such as domestic stoneware and
earthenware, terracotta gardenware and
sculpture, and inlaid tiles, which are on
display all year around at the potteries.

Barry’s revegetation project was an
ambitious one to say the least. Like
much of the Coromandel Peninsula, the
hills of Driving Creek had been stripped
of some of their original forest cover
during the gold mining era. The
remaining bush was burned off in the
early twentieth century to establish
farms which was the major force in

native forest and wildlife destruction
thanks to the use of fire. However,
attempts at farming this terrain were
minimally successful, and with the
advent of the great world depression
(late 1920s), most steepland farmers
were forced to abandon their efforts. By
the time Barry arrived, the land had
reverted to a mixture of 60-year-old
kanuka scrub forest, pines and gorse.
Barry recognised this as an ideal nursery
for kauri, and so his kauri forest re-
establishment project began. Kauri,
rimu, totara, miro, tanekaha, rewarewa
and matai have all been planted with
very good results. The forest is now
slowly increasing habitat for tui,
bellbird, kereru, grey warbler, morepork
and fantail, as Barry has been
maintaining possum and rat poison
stations.

In 1994, an open space covenant
was placed over 23 hectares of the
restored forest landscape.

More recently, this man with
seemingly boundless energy and
enthusiasm has set about establishing a
native wildlife sanctuary, which will be
attractive to both tourists and native
wildlife. To this end, he has established
the Driving Creek Wildlife Sanctuary
Trust to develop and manage a block of
land adjoining his already covenanted

land. A lake and wetland area has been
created, with associated plantings. This
area will be surrounded by a vermin-
proof fence - the first such sanctuary on
the peninsula — and will also be
covenanted.

A feature of the covenant area is the
narrow-gauge railway that was originally
built as a way of accessing raw materials
for his pottery and to transport seedling
trees for his revegetation project. By the
1990s, its tourist potential had become
apparent. The train now operates to a
regular passenger timetable throughout
the year, with extra runs during holiday
periods. It provides a unique means of
surveying the replanted native forest,
and features viaducts, spirals, a switch
back, a unique double-deck bridge and
spectacular views. Of major importance
to Barry is the use of the railway as a
tourist attraction — to educate rather
than entertain his numerous visitors on
the ecology and history of the
Coromandel. Barry is also a prolific
writer on local history, ecology and his
projects.

FACILITIES

Operating potteries, Guided bush
walks, Pottery & souvenir shop, Public
parking & toilets, Local history &
ecology information, Educational school
visits a speciality.

For more information and
bookings: phone 07-866 8703.



